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Maryville legal represen-
tation has officially signed 
a contract making it part 
of a class-action lawsuit 
against giant opioid pro-
ducers and manufacturers, 
this just before attorneys 
general for four southern 
states announced a push 
for $48 billion in payouts 
to thousands of govern-
mental entities.

Though Blount County 
legal representation was 
the first local entity to sign 
on to the lawsuit, Maryville 
followed months later after 
deciding the same firm 
representing the county 
would be most beneficial 
for the city as well.

Alcoa’s attorney Stepha-
nie Coleman told The Dai-
ly Times after an Oct. 8 
board of commissioners 
meeting the city was also 
considering entering into 
the suit and was aware of 
the route Maryville and 
the county were already 
taking.

Melanie Davis, attorney 
for Maryville, said in a  
phone interview that City 
Manager Greg McClain 
had approved the legal 
action and Davis signed a 
contract on Oct. 17.

The contract makes 
Maryville one of many 
plaintiffs represented by 
Alabama firm Friedman, 
Dazzio, Zulanas, & Bowl-
ing P.C. Bundling those 
plaintiffs together saves 
the many governmental 
entities who have suffered 
as a result of the opioid 
epidemic from having to 
file individually and man-
age the subsequent costs.

“The contract provides 
that we’re not going to be 

out any money,” Davis said. 
“They’re going to advance 
all of the costs ... there’s 
no way we’re going to lose 
money.”

There are 20 major drug 
companies on the case 
which was set for trial in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in Octo-
ber. Counties in Ohio 
received payouts totaling 
$250 million on Monday 
after a settlement from 
McKesson Corp., Cardi-
nal Health, Amerisource-
Bergen and Teva Pharma-
ceutical.

Davis said that the city’s 
suit is against several com-
panies including Purdue 
Pharma and is potentially 
more lucrative than other, 
more popular options.

“We just think ultimate-
ly the recovery is going 
this other route,” she said, 
noting that the bundle 
Maryville and Blount have 
joined is not part of a suit 
Tennessee’s attorney gen-
eral wants to pursue.

Tennessee Attorney Gen-
eral Herbert Slatery and 
four other attorneys gen-
eral from North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania and Texas 
responded to the multi-
million dollar Ohio settle-
ment in a Monday phone 
press conference, saying 
it was an important step 
forward. They then pro-
posed their own $48 bil-
lion settlement against two 
opioid producers and five 
distributors.

Slatery said the state’s 
suit is not only seeking set-
tlement money, but look-
ing to change the compa-
nies’ practices through 
injunctions as well.

“Part of the problem 
is that we really haven’t 

Maryville signs on 
in lawsuit against 
opioid producers
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“I am afraid for my life, but I am 
having to pretend everything is 
okay to everyone around.”

This was part of a message sent 
to the Alcoa anonymous tip line 
from a woman claiming she was 
being physically abused while 
being held against her will.

Reports like these were the 
basis for creating a batterer’s 
intervention program in Blount 
County.

Conversation about a BIP pro-
gram started in 2012, said Joni 

Serratt, director of the Blount 
County Probation Department.

With the assistance of Judge 
Robert Headrick and Haven 
House, Blount County’s resource 
for domestic violence victims, 
the probation department began 
offering classes in 2013.

“We started small,” Seratt said. 
“But the program grew quickly, 
and we saw good results from it.”

The BIP program is certified by 
the Tennessee Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence and can have 
up to 16 participants in a class. 
Participants are male domes-
tic violence offenders who have 

been court-ordered to attend the 
full 24-week program.

Classes are typically in a group 
setting and use activities and 
discussion to teach an ideology 
called the Duluth Model, named 
for the Minnesota city which 
first began the then-experimen-
tal program in 1981.

Serrat said the Duluth Model 
was chosen because it transfers 
the blame away from the vic-
tim. The program’s philosophy 
is intended to help batterers 
work to change their attitudes 
and personal behavior so they 
would learn to be nonviolent in  

any relationship.
“It can help them relearn 

learned behavior,” Seratt said.
Participants are able to join the 

program at any point in the 24 
weeks which Seratt says is ben-
eficial because it allows them to 
see different stages of the pro-
cess.

“They might not think they 
need to be here but as the pro-
gram goes on, they see that things 
they may not have thought was an 
act of violence was,” Seratt said. 
“They start seeing it better and 
coping with it better.”

In addition to utilizing the 

Duluth Model, probation also 
works closely with Haven House 
to ensure the safety of the vic-
tims.

“If for some reason we thought 
a victim was in danger, then we 
could reach out to them,” Ser-
att said.

Overall, the group-setting class-
es have reaped huge benefits.

Seratt reported 176 men have 
completed the program, and less 
than 10% have reoffended with a 
domestic violence offense.

“We have seen just some really 
positive results and changes in 
these men,” she said.

Probation offers batterers intervention for domestic violence victims
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Indian grass. Marsh bristlegrass. 
Pinkweed. Wingleaf primrose-wil-
low. Spreading rush.

Those are just some of the spe-
cies Ryan Pierce discovered Tues-
day afternoon on the campus of 
Eagleton Middle School.

And the seventh-grader was just 
one of more than 100 students, 
teachers, family members and 
nature experts who spread out for 
a “bioblitz,” documenting species.

From lichen and snails to oaks and 
a turkey vulture, the participants 
snapped photos and uploaded their 
observations through the iNatural-
ist app, which helps identify plants 
and animals.

SEE OPIOID, 5A

SKIP THE TRICKS AND ENJOY THESE HALLOWEEN TREATS. 8A 

Small slice of life

Eagleton Middle School ‘Bioblitz’ logs species 
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eaGLeTOn MIddLe sCHOOL sIXTH grader Josh Price takes a photo of bumblebees on flowers as part of a bioblitz to docu-
ment species on Tuesday on the campus.

BLOUnT COUnTy sOIL COnseRVaTIOn District’s watershed coordinator, Julie Konkel 
(right), explains the importance of wetlands and the characteristics of an area 
adjacent to a pond at Eagleton Middle School to (from left) Jayden Bradden, Yuri 
Escobar, Allyson Balderrama and Gracie Cedillo during a bioblitz on Tuesday, Oct. 
22, to document species using the iNaturalist app.SEE SPECIES, 5A
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