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Just as the saying goes, 
“all good things must come 
to an end,” the Smoky 
Mountain Scottish Festi-
val and Games concluded 
Sunday at Maryville Col-
lege, capping off two days 
of bagpipes, athletics and 
food galore.

Sunday ’s  schedule 
included a morning wor-
ship service, clan triathlon 
relay, dog parade, women’s 
haggis hurl and closing 
ceremonies. Gates opened 
at 8 a.m., and events lasted 
through the afternoon.

Just as the spectacles and 
happenings were plenti-
ful at the festival, so too 
were the efforts that went 
into making it happen. The 
festival was canceled last 
year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Bill Kilgore, chair of 
the nine-member board 
that oversees the festival, 
praised the work of the 
event’s organizers.

“We have a really good 
group of people. They all 
handle their end,” Kilgore 
said. “They have certain 
job assignments and they 
get them done, so I really 
just answer questions.”

Kilgore said he was excit-
ed to see the event happen, 
especially after last year’s 
cancellation.

“I know that the whole 
county, the whole state, 
everybody, wants to get 
back to normal,” Kilgore 
said. “And to be able to 
put on an event as COVID 
becomes more controlled, 
to be able to start having 
things in our community 
means a lot. It helps ben-
efit the small businesses in 
our community with fill-
ing up a bunch of hotel 
rooms. ...

“What does that mean 
economically for our 
community? People buy-
ing gas, people staying in 
hotel rooms. I think it’s 
a huge step toward nor-
malcy and it’s a great eco-
nomic impact on our com-
munity to have this many 
people come to town.”

Last year’s cancella-
tion didn’t affect the way 
Blount Partnership, which 
helps promote the festival, 
went about its marketing 
tasks this year, Communi-
cations Director Jeff Muir 
said. It did affect organi-
zational efforts, though, 
for an event he said is a 

Sunday’s events 
conclude ‘back to 
business’ Scottish 
Festival and Games
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FIVE-TIME SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES World Champion Adriane 
Wilson winds up for a hammer throw in Sunday’s competition 
at Maryville College.
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Alcoa’s future is full of chang-
es and needs in almost every 
department, according to lead-
ers who presented Friday dur-
ing the city government’s first 
public budget meeting in more 
than a year.

The budget workshop fea-
tured department reports in 
which leaders described a com-
plex though quickly evolving 
fiscal landscape.

Proposed at more than $160 
million, the fiscal 2022 bud-
get encompasses both progress 
and recuperation. COVID-19 
took an expected toll on Alcoa, 
but according to City Manager 
Mark Johnson’s report on fis-

cal 2021, there also were some 
expensive anomalies.

Outstanding among these was 
a sales tax refund that cost the 
city $563,715, according to John-
son’s presentation.

He said the city couldn’t legal-
ly disclose what company col-
lected this refund, but acknowl-
edged it was disappointing.

This combined with internet 
sales tax losses of $450,000, 
property tax losses of $606,762 
due to changing assessment 
values and other difficult-to-
measure COVID retail losses 
painted a rough fiscal 2021 pic-
ture for Alcoa.

But there was good news, too.
American Rescue Plan Act 

money totaling more than $2.6 
million will hit city coffers soon 

along with a Tennessee local 
government grant of more than 
$124,000.

Building permit fees are up 
because of new apartment 
construction and the recently 
announced Amazon warehouse 
on the former Pine Lake Golf 
Course, where the 1-million-
square-foot structure is quickly 
coming together.

Internet sales taxes may 
rebound in the coming years, 
Johnson said, and new restau-
rants opened their doors in the 
past few months.

All departments were under 
budget for fiscal 2021, he report-
ed, and the city has an excit-
ing future of residential and 

Proposed Alcoa FY 2022 budget tackles hopeful future, rough past
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ALCOA POLICE CHIEF DAVID Carswell (right) presents to gathered city leaders during 
Friday’s FY 2022 budget workshop. SEE BUDGET, 3A
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Saturday brought about 
20 volunteers to Alcoa’s 
Howe Street Park equipped 
with deep trash bags, gloves 
and picker claws.

They dove deep into the 
brush near West Edison, 
Davies and West Howe 
streets, close to a portion 
of Pistol Creek, pulling out 
old glass bottles, tires, plas-
tic detritus, even a door-
knob.

By early noon, volunteers 
from Little River Water-
shed Association (LRWA) 
and Keep Blount Beauti-
ful (KBB) wrapped up 
work and stood listening 
to Blount County Soil Con-
servation District (BCSCD) 
Watershed Coordinator 
Julie Konkel, who had her 
daughter in a carrier on her 
back as she thanked them.

The cleanup is part of 
a larger effort to remove 
Pistol Creek from Tennes-

see’s impaired streams list, 
and Saturday was just the 
beginning.

Konkel secured a $330,000 
grant just as she came on 
board with BCSCD in July 
2018. Now, she’s helming an 
effort to combine funding, 
volunteer enthusiasm and 
community-minded resto-
ration to preserve one of 
Blount’s iconic waterways.

Pistol Creek weaves 
through  Alcoa  and 
Maryville beside green-
ways, under roadways and 
through neighborhoods 
and farmland. It’s as serene 
as it is popular but it’s also 
not without threats.

That’s why Konkel is kick-
ing off serious efforts to 
restore the stream in the 
Howe Street Park area: 

The creek there has been 
known to breach its banks 
and cause flooding.

“My job is to manage 
water and soil and water 
quality,” Konkel explained 
after Saturday’s cleanup. 
“To do that, I look at every 
type of land use or space, 
whether it’s forest or city 
or the stream itself.”

The grant allows her to 
tackle nonpoint source 
pollutants, materials that 
don’t come right out of a 
pipe, but rather get into 
the water from the land. 
That could mean not only 
some materials volunteers 
hauled away Saturday but 
also toxic chemicals and 
sediments from erosion.

Konkel’s grant-funded 
mission to improve the 
Pistol Creek footprint 
brought her to talks with 
the city of Alcoa. Lead-
ers there pointed to the 
areas like the Howe Street 

How to save a stream

Soil Conservation District kicks o�  Pistol Creek restoration program

 PAT RAKES HAULS BAGS of trash out of the undergrowth near 
Pistol Creek on Saturday.
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A GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS with the Little River Watershed Association, Keep Blount Beautiful and the Alcoa community stand 
in front of trash they collected near Pistol Creek at Howe Street Park on Saturday. The work is part of an ongoing Blount 
County Soil Conservation District effort to revitalize the popular waterway.

SEE RESTORATION, 3A
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