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CO R R EC T I O N
In a Thursday article headline “Foley gets 66 months,” the 

first name of shooting victim Jimmy L. Shelton was spelled 
incorrectly.

By aNdrEW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

Maryville’s growing 
downtown areas might 
need a few boosts to 
reach its various goals: 
better parking options, 
day care and upgrades to 
some building facades, for 
instance.

But one thing stands out 
above the others when it 
comes to business needs: 
internet. Fast internet.

And the solution to this 
problem might be here.

The Maryville Down-
town Association met 
Thursday, and Stefan 
Wilson, owner of Allevia 
Technology, announced 
the company would begin 
offering a way to bring 
high-speed internet ser-
vices to city-center busi-
nesses.

City Services Director 
Angie Luckie and MDA 
President Aaron Killian 
said efforts to bring bet-
ter internet services to 
Maryville businesses has 
been a long time coming.

But over the past six 
months at least, plans 
have shifted into high 
gear after Allevia said it 
could be the missing link 
between the already exist-
ing fiber cable network 
in Maryville’s downtown 
and businesses that want 
faster speeds.

Killian confirmed that an 
extensive survey of down-
town businesses in the 
spring was a big motivator.

“The No. 1 minor and 

major challenge cited 
by the majority of the 
businesses was afford-
able high-speed internet 
options,” he said.

Reviewing a wide array 
of entities in the down-
town area, the survey also 
took 18 areas of concern 
into consideration: 18 
businesses surveyed said 
access to affordable inter-
net was a major or minor 
challenge.

It  was  the  largest 
response on the survey.

COSTS AND BENEFITS
Allevia already manages 

IT services for more than 
300 networks, Wilson said. 
The company just cut the 
ribbon on its brick-and-
mortar East Broadway 
location this spring. It’s 
been around since 2011, 
when Wilson was the only 
employee.

Now there are 16 employ-
ees and Wilson said in 
his roll-out speech to the 
MDA that the business 
cares about local interests.

“We spend a ton of time 
on the phone in working 
internet service provid-
ers,” he said. “Through 
that we’ve learned what a 
good ISP should look like. 
... We want to model that, 
we want to emulate that 
here, downtown.”

Wilson said he wants 
Allevia to remove inter-
net struggles as a barri-
er to economic growth 
downtown.

ALLEVIATING 
CONNECTION
Tech business offers to hook 
downtown up to fast internet

By SHELBy HarriS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

The damp coldness of 
Thursday afternoon did 
not hinder dozens of peo-
ple from attending the 
dedication of the Kenny 
Moats Memorial Bridge.

The Blount County High-
way Department, headed 
by Superintendent Jeff 
Headrick who attended 
the dedication, designed 
and unveiled the sign 
declaring the bridge’s new 
name.

Community leaders, law 
enforcement officers and 
Moats’ family gathered on 
Ellejoy Road near River 
Ford Road in solidarity 
for the public servant, a 
Maryville police officer 
murdered in the line of 
duty.

“He was so much a part 
of the Blount County 

community, and we are 
honored to be able to 
remember Officer Moats 
in this way today,” Blount 
County Mayor Ed Mitch-
ell said. “We always want 
to remember his service 
and sacrifice to Blount 
County.”

Mitchell as well as state 

Rep. Jerome Moon, Blount 
County Sheriff James Ber-
rong, Maryville Police 
Chief Tony Crisp and 
County Commissioners 
Brad Bowers, Steve Mikels, 
Mike Akard, Ron French 
and Nick Bright attended 
the dedication.

The dedication comes as 

the result of a unanimous 
vote by the Blount Coun-
ty Commission in August 
to name the bridge the 
“Kenny Moats Memorial 
Bridge.”

Moats died in 2016 after 
responding to a domestic 
violence call.

On Aug. 25, 2016, Moats 
and a Blount County Sher-
iff’s deputy were working 
a narcotics case near Alcoa 
Trail when a dispatcher 
informed them Brian Keith 
Stalans was threatening to 
kill his father.

When the deputy and 
Moats arrived on the 
scene, they escorted Sta-
lans’ father to safety. The 
two officers were standing 
behind their patrol cars 
waiting for backup when 
Stalans opened fire on the 
officers, striking Moats in 

Bridge named for fallen officer Kenny Moats

COURTESY OF BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
THE BLOUNT COUNTy HiGHWay Department designed and unveiled the sign honoring Kenny Moats.

KENNy MOaTS, a MaryViLLE Police Officer, was killed in the 
line of duty in 2016.

Dedicated to a hero

By aMy BETH MiLLEr
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Career training programs in 
Blount County are heating up, 
thanks to nearly $1.9 million in 
state grants announced Thursday.

Alcoa City Schools and Pellis-
sippi State Community College’s 
Blount County campus are among 
28 programs splitting $25 million 
under the Governor’s Investment 
in Vocational Education program.

An $892,745 grant to the Tennes-
see College of Applied Technol-

ogy in Knoxville will help set up a 
Trane Training Lab at Alcoa High 
School, creating the only train-
ing program in Blount County 
for heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning technicians and 
mechanics.

Pellissippi State is receiving 
two grants, $998,416 for its GIVE 
Blount County Careers Collabor-
ative, with another $999,874 for a 
sister program in Knox County.

“These funds directly support 
our workforce development 
efforts in distressed and at-risk 

counties and are a key component 
of our strategy to prioritize rural 
Tennessee,” Gov. Bill Lee said in a 
statement announcing the grants.

HVAC AT ALCOA, TCAT
Patty Thomas, director of career 

and technical education programs 
at Alcoa City Schools worked on 
the TCAT grant proposal for the 
HVAC program.

She credited ACS Director Brian 
Bell with bringing to her the idea 
of offering the career pathway 
at Alcoa, based on the district’s 

own experience in funding HVAC 
work on campus. East Tennessee 
HVAC also had reached out to the 
district inquiring about providing 
work-based learning opportuni-
ties to students.

The grant application notes not 
only the high demand for HVAC 
workers but also the average 
annual pay of more than $60,000.

The new HVAC training equip-
ment is expected to be installed 
at AHS in time for the 2020-21 
school year.

Students will be able to graduate 

with multiple industry certifica-
tion and dual enrollment college 
credits, transitioning not only to 
TCAT but also programs at Pellis-
sippi State and other regional col-
leges to earn associate or bach-
elor’s degrees in fields such as 
construction management.

ACS receives only about $20,000 
annually in federal Perkins fund-
ing for CTE programs, which 
Thomas explained isn’t enough 
for the equipment to start a new 

Grant fuels Blount County training programs for AHS, Pellissippi State
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