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By aNdrEW JONES
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A request for informa-
tion from one of the Blount 
County Public Library board 
of trustees’ newest mem-
bers prompted a multilay-
ered and revealing set of dis-
closures during the board’s 
August meeting this week.

Board of Trustees Chair 
Susan Schneibel told mem-
bers in their Tuesday meet-
ing that one of them had 
requested information 
regarding a series of opera-
tional details including job 
descriptions, director evalu-
ations and a full accounting 
of the library cafe for the 
past five years.

Schneibel showed a slide 
of the 10 different items the 
board member wanted to 
review and quoted directly 
from an email in which the 
requests were made.

She did not name the 
requester, but during the 
meeting newly appoint-
ed board member Steph-
anie Thompson — for-
mer Maryville director of 
schools — announced she 
was the one who asked for 
the information.

In an interview after the 
meeting, Thompson con-
firmed she had emailed 
library officials with her 
inquiries and that Schneibel’s 
presentation was an accu-
rate representation of her  
request.

“I wanted a copy of job 
descriptions just to see 
what our employees do,” she 
told gathered board mem-
bers. “I’m a former (school) 
librarian and former direc-
tor of schools and that was 
one of those things we were 
responsible for submitting 
to our board.”

She added she did not 
mean to “open a can of 

worms and put you through 
all this.”

“No one has ever asked for 
this information,” library 
Director K.C. Williams 
replied. “I’m happy to give 
them to you.”

However, Schneibel made 
the decision to show the 
information to all the board 
members at the public meet-
ing instead of giving them 
to only one board member. 
Some attendees at the meet-
ing objected to this move, 
saying it was unnecessary 
and that there was no spe-
cific rule requiring it.

“I don’t want to see 50 job 
descriptions,” board mem-
ber Cathy Hammon said, 
indicating it seemed unnec-
essary.

“It’s not that many,” Wil-
liams replied. “I think there’s 
20 (job descriptions).”

Schneibel did not hand 
out job descriptions for all 
library staff but did produce 
and review one for the direc-
tor’s position.

She also showed slides 
with individual and cumu-
lative evaluation scores 
for Williams beginning in 
2015 and extending through 
2019. Averages over the years 
showed Williams scoring 
3.54 out of 4 overall in the 
2015-16 review and 3.617 in 
2018-19.

Board members also not-
ed the growth in operations 
and outreach the library has 
achieved since Williams 
took the position in 2014.

The scores received praise 
in the form of applause from 
some board members.

Before the scores were 
shown, Thompson asked 
if she could withdraw her 
request to see them.

Schniebel said that was not 
possible.

Blount Library board 
member sought inside 
information on director

By ViCTOria aLdriCH
victoria.aldrich@thedailytimes.com

“Molestation, manipulation and 
mischaracterization.”

The same words defense attor-
ney Aaron Kimsey used to open 
Sean Patrick Foley’s trial for first-
degree murder on Tuesday closed 
his case on Thursday.

The jury had plenty of questions, 
but no verdict by late afternoon.

Foley, 25, testified Wednesday 
that he shot 44-year old Maryville 
resident Jimmy L. Shelton to 
death on Aug. 28, 2018, because 
he believed Shelton was molest-
ing his former girlfriend, 26-year-
old Miranda Goddard.

Kimsey’s summation came 
full circle as he played an audio 
recording of Goddard crying and 
speaking aloud in a Blount County 
Sheriff’s deputy’s patrol vehicle.

“He was only trying to protect 
me!,” Goddard said during part 
of the recording.” He was trying 
to molest me. Please he wasn’t 
drunk. He wasn’t anything. He 
was trying to protect me. Please. 
Sean was trying to protect me.”

Goddard had testified Wednes-
day that she had told Foley, with 
whom she had been involved for 
about a month prior to the inci-
dent, that Shelton began molest-
ing her around age 12.

Goddard’s answer was terse 

when prosecutor Tracy Jenkins 
asked her if she also had testified 
that she was in no danger and 
needed no protection that night 
from Foley against Shelton, with 
whom she had willingly engaged 
in sex since she was 19.

“Yes, I said that,” Goddard said.
Foley testified Wednesday that 

he taped a conversation between 
Shelton and Goddard for nearly 23 
minutes that night before emerg-
ing with a gun to save Goddard 
from being molested by Shelton.

Blount County Assistant Attor-
ney General Tracy Jenkins had 
a simpler summation of Foley’s 
actions after he audiotaped God-
dard and Shelton arranging a sex-

ual act for money.
“The use of deadly force was not 

necessary on Jimmy Shelton that 
night,” Jenkins said. “Maybe Sean 
felt like he could have punched 
him in the nose, but not shoot him 
by firing off eights shots.”

The state recognizes certain 
forms of self-defense as justified, 
Jenkins said, describing Foley as 
laying in wait to tape Shelton and 
Goddard engaging in sex to justify 
shooting Shelton.

“This is not one of those cas-
es,” Jenkins said. “The defen-
dant knew what was happening 
between Miranda and Jimmy. He’d 
known for some time about their 
particular history and he knew 

what was happening that particu-
lar night. He didn’t just happen 
upon them in at the middle of 
the night, in some kind of sexu-
ally compromising position. He 
watched and he listened.”

The court previously learned 
that Shelton had been in a rela-
tionship for nearly two decades 
with Goddard’s mother, Dawn 
McGinnis, when he was killed.

Foley had moved into the home 
earlier in the week, but had no 
problems until that night after he 
was sent into the house around 
5:30 a.m. after a night of drinking 
while Shelton and Goddard stayed 

By aMy BETH MiLLEr
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Following an academic procession 
to the tune of a bagpiper, Maryville 
College marked the beginning of 
its 201st academic year Thursday,  
with a look back and a look forward.

When Isaac Anderson founded 
the institution that would become 
Maryville College, James Monroe 
was president and there were only 21 
states, Daniel Klingensmith, interim 
vice president and dean of the col-
lege, reminded students, faculty and 
guests attending the Opening Con-
vocation in the Clayton Center for 
the Arts.

Napoleon and Beethoven were still 
alive, and Abraham Lincoln was 10 
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SEE TRIAL, 5A

‘Moment of reinvention’

Maryville College looks back, forward at 201st Convocation

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
MaryViLLE COLLEGE PrESidENT TOM Bogart answers the question “Why Are We Here?” during the Convocation marking the 
beginning of the college’s 201st academic year on Thursday at the Clayton Center for the Arts. 

THE MaryViLLE COLLEGE CONCErT Choir, under the direction of Stacey M. Wilner, 
director of choral activities, performs “Ride On, King Jesus,” during the college’s 
Opening Convocation for the 201st academic year on Thursday at the Clayton 
Center for the Arts.SEE FORWARD, 5A


