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A Food City planned for Alcoa’s Spring-
brook Farm city-center project is not going 
as quickly as originally planned and may 
take until at least another year plus or 
early 2023 to complete, according to top 
company officials.

Currently, a large parking lot and some 
steel beams are all that exist of the planned 
grocery store, set to replace the one on 
North Hall Road, across from Alcoa Tenn 
Federal Credit Union.

But that may be all people see at that 
site for a while, even as roads continue 
to develop in the area.

Steve Smith, president and CEO of Food 
City’s parent company, Abingdon, Vir-
ginia-based K-VA-T Food Stores, said in 
a phone interview Friday a combined 
number of issues are delaying this Food 
City location’s progress.

“First and foremost, we’re waiting on a 
road to get finished,” Smith said, noting 
local road projects with late 2021 opening 
dates do affect the project.

Winter is a bad time to move forward 
with construction, he said, so crews will 
probably resume work in early 2022, he 
added.

Parts of U.S. Highway 129 and internal 
Springbrook Farm roads are currently 
underway. Alcoa Development Services 
Director Megan Brooks told city leader-
ship in a recent meeting that Faraday Street 
and Marconi Boulevard, which connect 
Springbrook Farm with the city’s school/
residential areas, may be completed by 
November.

Previously, K-VA-T officials thought the 
grocery store would be done by 2021.

But, as with many industries across the 
U.S., throttled supply chains and high con-
struction costs are pumping the brakes.

Alcoa City Manager Mark Johnson told 
city commissioners recently that Food City 
was plagued by high steel prices.

That’s true, Smith said, noting “Hope-
fully, steel prices will come down soon.”

Planned Alcoa Food City 
construction stalled for now

Strained by 
supply chain

BY STEFANIE DAZIO
The Associated Press

March 11, 2021. It was supposed to be 
a turning point in the coronavirus pan-
demic for Erin Tokley, a longtime Phila-
delphia police officer, Baptist minister 
and 47-year-old father of three. It was 
supposed to be the day of his vaccine 
appointment.

Instead it was the date of his funeral.
Tokley — “Toke” to his friends and 

family — died on March 3, becoming 
the Philadelphia Police Department’s 
sixth confirmed COVID-19 death.

Philadelphia officers first became eli-
gible for their shots in late January and 

Tokley was eager to get it as soon as he 
could. But he fell ill in early February, 
before it was his turn to roll up his sleeve.

The resurgence of COVID-19 this sum-
mer and the national debate over vac-
cine requirements have created a fraught 
situation for the nation’s first respond-
ers, who are dying in larger numbers but 
pushing back against mandates.

It’s a heartbreaking situation for Tok-
ley’s widow, Octavia, as the 21st anni-
versary of their first date approaches on 
Sept. 10. She said she has moved beyond 
her anger at other police officers who 
are refusing the vaccine, and is now dis-
appointed. Her husband’s life couldn’t 
be saved, but theirs still can.

“I don’t want to have to be there to 
support your family for this,” she said. 
“Nobody deserves this, especially when 
it can be prevented.”

Her husband is one of 132 members 
of law enforcement agencies who are 
known to have died of COVID-19 in 2021, 
as of Monday, according to the Officer 
Down Memorial Page. In Florida alone 
last month, six people affiliated with law 
enforcement died over a 10-day period.

In the first half of 2021, 71 law enforce-
ment officials in the U.S. died from the 
virus — a small decrease compared 
to the 76 who died in the same time 

First responders in US resist COVID vaccine mandates

SETH WENIG | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
POLICE OFFICER JENNIFER LEEMAN receives a COVID-19 vaccine Jan. 14 at Englewood Health in Englewood, New Jersey. The resurgence of 
COVID-19 this summer and the national debate over vaccine requirements have created a fraught situation for the nation’s first respond-
ers, who are dying in larger numbers but pushing back against mandates. 
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A tough line to draw

BY DAVID KOENIG
AP Airlines Writer

DALLAS — Ask anyone old 
enough to remember travel 
before Sept. 11, 2001, and you’re 
likely to get a gauzy recollection 
of what flying was like.

There was security screening, 
but it wasn’t anywhere near as 
intrusive. There were no long 
checkpoint lines. Passengers 
and their families could walk 
right to the gate together, post-
poning goodbye hugs until the 
last possible moment. Overall, 
an airport experience meant far 
less stress.

That all ended when four 
hijacked planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center towers, the 
Pentagon and a field in Penn-
sylvania.

The worst terror attack on 
American soil led to increased 

and sometimes tension-filled 
security measures in airports 
across the world, aimed at pre-
venting a repeat of that awful day. 
The cataclysm has also contrib-
uted to other changes large and 
small that have reshaped the air-
line industry — and, for consum-
ers, made air travel more stressful 
than ever.

Two months after the attacks, 
President George W. Bush signed 
legislation creating the Transpor-
tation Security Administration, a 
force of federal airport screeners 
that replaced the private compa-
nies that airlines were hiring to 
handle security. The law required 
that all checked bags be screened, 
cockpit doors be reinforced, and 
more federal air marshals be put 
on flights.

There has not been another 9/11. 
Nothing even close. But after that 
day, flying changed forever.

NEW THREATS, 
PRIVACY CONCERNS

Here’s how it unfolded.
Security measures evolved with 

new threats, and so travelers were 
asked to take off belts and remove 
some items from bags for scan-
ning. Things that clearly could be 
wielded as weapons, like the box-
cutters used by the 9/11 hijack-
ers, were banned. After “shoe 
bomber” Richard Reid’s attempt 
to take down a flight from Paris 
to Miami in late 2001, footwear 
started coming off at security 
checkpoints.

Each new requirement seemed 
to make checkpoint lines longer, 
forcing passengers to arrive at the 
airport earlier if they wanted to 
make their flights. To many trav-
elers, other rules were more mys-
tifying, such as limits on liquids 

How 9/11 changed air travel: more security, screening, less privacy

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
TRAVELERS WEAR FACE COVERINGS in the line for a security checkpoint in the 
main terminal of Denver International Airport on Aug. 24. Two months after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, President George W. Bush signed legislation cre-
ating the Transportation Security Administration, a force of federal airport 
screeners that replaced the private companies that airlines were hiring to 
handle security.
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