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The Associated Press

NASHVILLE — A laboratory 
processing Nashville corona-
virus tests did not report the 
results of 312 infections to the 
city for weeks, the Tennessean 
reported.

The delay hampered the city’s 
contract tracing efforts and led 
to an artificial case spike as the 
results were added to Wednes-
day and Thursday’s totals.

Dr. Alex Jahangir, the leader of 
Nashville’s coronavirus task force, 
said the city doesn’t know if the 
test results were reported more 
quickly to the infected individuals.

The city sends test samples to 
labs, then the lab sends results 
to the Tennessee Department of 
Health which relays them to the 
Nashville Metro Public Health 
Department. People who are 
tested get their results directly 
through a web portal updated 
by the lab.

“It could be that part of those 
people got delayed results and 
they weren’t aware they were 
positive,” he said. “Our hope is, 
if somebody was getting a test 
… they would self-isolate until 
they get results.”

It was the third time Nashville 
test results were delayed by 

American Esoteric Laboratories, 
a company that until recently 
processed samples from test sites 
run by the city. Jahangir said the 
delay was one of the reasons the 
city recently replaced AEL with a 
new company, Pathgroup, which 
had “tremendously” reduced the 
wait times.

The delayed reporting from 
tests dating as far back as mid-
June may have set back the city’s 
efforts to slow an escalating out-
break. Nashville employs contact 
tracers to investigate the source 
of infections and identify clus-
ters, but they can’t trace infec-
tions if they don’t know they 

exist. And those infected indi-
viduals may have been spreading 
the virus unknowingly for weeks.

The error also represents the 
larger challenge of an U.S. out-
break that has strained testing 
and tracing efforts across the 
country. Coronavirus is surg-
ing in many states, and most of 
them depend on a small group 
of laboratories to process mil-
lions of tests.

“We have heard of delays of 
seven, 10, and sometimes even 
12 days to get results back from 
a test. That’s unacceptable,” Ten-
nessee Health Commissioner Dr. 
Lisa Piercey said on Wednesday. 

“We can’t get patients back to 
work and we can’t get contact 
tracing started until we get that 
result back in.”

The delayed cases on Thurs-
day contributed to a single-day 
total of 688 new infections, the 
highest ever reported in the city.

During a call with Metro Coun-
cil members, Nashville Health 
Director Michael Caldwell said 
the escalating virus had chal-
lenged the city’s team of 125 con-
tact tracers. 

The team will respond to 
recent surge of infection with 
a “blitz” of emergency tracing, 
he said.

Laboratory did not report COVID-19 infections to Nashville for weeks

By JONatHaN LEMIrE 
and BILL BarrOW
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Friday was 
supposed to be the day 
President Donald Trump’s 
campaign reboot itself got 
a reboot. Instead, it hit 
another snag.

Amid uncertainty over 
whether he can still draw 
big and enthusiastic 
crowds to his signature 
rallies in the coronavirus 
era, Trump postponed a 
planned Saturday rally in 
Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, citing a tropical 
storm expected to hit a 
swath of the Eastern Unit-
ed States.

“With Tropical Storm 
Fay heading towards the 

Great State of New Hamp-
shire this weekend, we are 
forced to reschedule our 
Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire Rally at the Ports-

mouth International Air-
port at Pease,” Trump 
tweeted. “Stay safe, we 
will be there soon!”

The latest setback came 

as the Trump campaign 
casts about for ways to 
reverse its recent down-
ward slide in the polls at 
a time when the president 
is facing widespread crit-
icism over his handling 
of the pandemic and his 
harsh stance against those 
protesting racial injustice.

With growing whis-
pers of a staff shakeup 
and behind-the-scenes 
finger-pointing among 
White House, campaign 
and Republican Party offi-
cials, the campaign has 
been looking for some-
thing to reverse the neg-
ative momentum.

But attack lines against 
Democratic rival Joe Biden 

Clouds hang over Trump’s attempted campaign reboot

PrESIdENt dONaLd truMP CLaPS after delivering a speech about 
the counternarcotics operations at U.S. Southern Command on 
Friday in Doral, Florida. 

EVAN VUCCI | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
PrESIdENt dONaLd truMP WaLKS to his vehicle after arriving at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport for a fund-
raiser on Friday in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

Billowing setbacks
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By aNdrEW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

A  f u l l y  m a s k e d 
Maryville City Council 
met Tuesday in its first 
public session since the 
2021 fiscal budget took 
effect, addressing a vari-
ety of policy changes, 
planning requests and 
local appointments.

Council members tack-
led 17 items in their July 
7 meeting with unani-
mous votes on all. These 
included a change in city 
employee policy regard-
ing flexible benefit plans 
during COVID-19, an 
annexation request and 
rezoning of property on 
Sandy Springs Road.

MID-YEAR CHANGES 
TO BENEFIT PLANS

The city is now allowing 
its employees to change 
their flexible benefits 
plans mid-year due to 
COVID-19.

Leaders approved an 
ordinance to give employ-
ees the ability to change 
benefit plan elections in 
the middle of the year, 
giving them the ability 
to decrease the amount 
of money coming out 
of their paychecks for 
things like health care 
and dependent care.

Notes on the ordinance 
stated this move comes 
because “there may be 
some effect on amounts 
spent” as the virus chang-
es local health care land-
scapes.

“The IRS has given law-
yers the option this year 
due to COVID to allow 
employees to make elec-

tion changes,” Admin-
istrative Services and 
Communications Direc-
tor Jane Groff explained 
to council members Tues-
day. “There probably was 
a reduction of dependent 
care costs over the past 
few months.”

With the lack of medi-
cal facilities open to pro-
cedures for more than a 
month in Blount, Groff 
said the city wanted to 
give people the option to 
reduce how much they 
were paying.

A  number  o f  c i ty 
employees wanted to do 
this for both dependent 
care and flexible spending 
arrangements, Groff said, 
leading to the decision to 
amend the ordinance.

ANNEXATION 
REQUEST DENIED

Council members also 
chose to deny an annexa-
tion request by a family 
that lives on the corner of 
Ludwick Drive and Kens-
ington Boulevard, mere 
feet outside Maryville city 
limits on Blount County 
land.

The family’s father 
explained to council he 
and his wife wanted their 
4-year-old — diagnosed 
with autism in 2019 — 
to be able to get servic-
es from the city’s school 
system.

Notes on the request 
showed it would have 
netted the city $1,016.39 
in property taxes, but 
council members unani-
mously decided against 
the move, noting though 

City employees’ 
mid-year benefit 
changes approved,  
annexation denied
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