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Partly sunny

High 58 I Low 38

By andREW JOnES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

Alcoa turned 100 years old on 
July 1 and has been celebrating its 
birthday ever since.

In fact, the party, the memories, 
the tours, the parades and the 
events won’t end until July 2020.

Thursday marked a special mid-
point in those celebrations, as local 
performers and producers put on 

a history-evoking performance at 
the Alcoa High School David Dug-
gan Lyceum.

“Voices of the Valley: Black Voices 

Play remembers families as part of Alcoa’s centennial

BRIANNA BIVENS | THE DAILY TIMES
LuCInda MynaTT WILLIaMS PERFORMS a monologue as Millie Clay, a “Big Mama” of the decades-past African American com-
munity in Alcoa during the one-act play “Voices of the Valley: Black Voices of a Company Town Called Alcoa” on Thursday 
at the Alcoa High School Lyceum. Her character recalled the early days of the city when working and social conditions were 
a struggle, but families were strong.

Labor and Love

By ROBERT nORRIS
bobn@thedailytimes.com

New job opportunities are 
one thing. Having qualified 
employees to fill those slots 
is another.

As the state of Tennessee 
touts new business creation 
in the wake of its latest eco-
nomic report, Blount Coun-
ty is focused on creating 
a labor force to meet the 
demands of a more diver-
sified economy.

That’s the one-two-
punch take on the Ten-
nessee Quarterly Business 
and Economic Indicators 
Report released Friday; it 
shows new business filings 
in the state increased 8.2% 
in the third quarter of 2019 
compared to the previous 
year.

The increase in new entity 
filings suggests continued 
economic growth for Ten-
nessee. Secretary of State 
Tre Hargett credited the 

positive report to the state’s 
business climate.

“This continued growth 
is a testament to the busi-
ness-friendliness of Ten-
nessee,” Hargett said in a 
statement that accompa-

nied the report.
William Fox, director 

of the Boyd Center for 
Business and Economic 
Research at the Universi-
ty of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
offered a prediction based 
on the figures.

“Initial filings grew for the 
32nd consecutive quarter, 
signaling that Tennessee’s 
economic expansion will 
continue through the next 
year,” Fox said.

According to the report, 

the state’s manufacturing 
sector saw job growth of 
1.8%, or 6,200 jobs, com-
pared to September 2018. 
Tennessee’s unemployment 
rate held steady in October 
at 3.4%, matching the previ-
ous month’s rate, according 
to data from the Tennessee 
Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development.

BLOUNT  
COUNTY’S TAKE

None of that is news to 

Blount County, according 
to Blount Partnership Presi-
dent/CEO Bryan Daniels, 
who on Friday said steady 
business growth has been a 
given in recent years, which 
presents its own challenges.

“For Blount County, we 
are still riding our wave of 
success we’ve had in the 
last five years,” Daniels 
said, adding that support 
businesses have followed 

State economists report business filings up; Blount seeks to grow jobs, skills

By SHELBy HaRRIS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

More than 5,000 adults 
have received child sexu-
al abuse prevention train-
ing in Blount County this 
year. With one in 20 adult 
residents participating in a 
training session, Blount is 
one of only five counties in 
Tennessee to have reached 
the Darkness to Light’s tip-
ping point of 5% training 
participation.

Adults in Blount Coun-
ty received this training 
through Stewards of Chil-
dren, a program designed 
to educate adults on how 
to identify and respond to 
children who have been or 
are being sexually abused.

Stewards of Children 
was created by Darkness 
to Light, a nonprofit orga-
nization seeking to reduce 
child sexual abuse by adult 
prevention training. In 
Blount County, Stewards 
of Children is offered by 
New Hope, the county’s 
children’s advocacy center. 
Becky Rials, New Hope’s 
prevention coordinator, and 
12 other trained facilitators 
offer the two-hour class 
monthly at First Baptist 
Church in Maryville.

New Hope began training 
adults through the Stew-
ards of Children program 
in 2011. In 2018, the orga-
nization trained 855 adults 
through the program. The 
goal for 2019 was to train 
1,000 people.

At its annual Black Tie and 
Blue Jeans Gala on Satur-
day, Tabitha Damron, execu-
tive director of New Hope, 
announced that the orga-
nization had exceeded its 
original goal and trained 
5,405 adults, more than 5% 
of Blount County’s adult 
population.

Training 5% of Blount 
County’s adults meant New 

Hope had reached Darkness 
to Light’s “tipping point” — 
a success only four other 
counties in Tennessee have 
achieved, Damron said.

Katelyn N. Brewer, presi-
dent and CEO of Darkness 
to Light, said when com-
munities reach 5%, train-
ing starts to “take a life of 
(its) own.”

“You see a tipping point 
in how the community 

responds,” Damron said.
According to a press 

release announcing the tip-
ping point, one out of every 
10 children in the U.S. will 
be sexually abused before 
the age of 18. In 2018, 588 
children were the victims 
of sexual abuse in Blount 
County, Damron said.

“We know that Blount 
County is growing rapidly, 
and we want it to grow to 
be safer for our children,” 
Damron said.

To account for this growth, 
New Hope’s new goal is to 
train 10% of Blount County’s 
adults.

“We do not end at 5%. We 
will continue on to reach 
our next goal of 10% with 
the help of this wonderful 
community,” Rials said.

Bryan
Daniels

Daniels is the 
President/CEO of 
Blount Partnership 
Program.
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New Hope trains 5% 
of Blount adults in 
abuse prevention

‘We do not end 
at 5%. We will 
continue on to 
reach our next 
goal of 10% 
with the help of 
this wonderful 
community.’
Becky Rials
New Hope’s prevention 
coordinator

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE TO HOST CONCERT THURSDAY. 14A 


