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An accidentally deleted video 
won’t derail a child rape case 
scheduled for trial later this month.

During a hearing Monday, Sept. 9, 
in Blount County Circuit Court, a 
forensic investigator said she acci-
dentally deleted nearly five dozen 
files from 2016 while attempting to 
back them up in early 2018.

Christina Copland, an investi-
gator with New Hope — Blount 
County Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter since 2007, said she lost 57 files 
completely, and about 14 have no 
audio.

In a phone interview about the 
potential impact of the lost files, 
New Hope Executive Director 

Tabitha Damron said, “To our 
knowledge this is the only case 
that has any charge or any pend-
ing charges.”

New Hope, which coordinates 
and delivers services for child vic-
tims of physical and sexual abuse, 
conducted 316 interviews in 2016, 
Damron said.

The court hearing Monday was 
on motions in the case of Scott 
Allen Briggs, 32, East Lincoln Road, 
Alcoa, who is accused of raping 
a then-4-year-old boy in January 
2016.

Although Copland started a vid-
eo recording system the evening 
she met him, the boy was upset 
and never entered the interview 
room to answer questions, she and 
a Blount County detective said.

Judge David Duggan denied a 
motion by defense attorney Rick 
Owens to dismiss the case, sched-
uled for trial Sept. 24, because of 
the missing video file.

NEW SYSTEMS
Copland explained during the 

hearing that she was trying to back 
up files to an external hard drive 
when they were deleted.

She contacted a Maryville 
police officer who handles inter-
net crimes against children for 
assistance, and he created a mirror 
image backup of the hard drive. 
Neither he nor a firm in California 
that the local internet technology 
company PCS recommended was 
able to recover the files.

Damron said New Hope has been 

working with PCS and since then 
has installed a new NAS (Network 
Attached Storage) system with 
built-in redundancy. New Hope 
also backs up files to an external 
hard drive and makes a physical 
copy on DVD of any interview in 
which a child discloses an abuse 
charge.

One interview file could include 
up 20 gigabytes of data, Copland 
said, and last year New Hope con-
ducted 384 interviews.

While New Hope has been study-
ing further ways to secure files, 
Damron said, “This is a huge ongo-
ing expense for us.”

“Most CACs (child advocacy cen-
ters) are not the keepers of the 
records,” she said.

The NAS system alone cost about 

$2,500, she said, and New Hope 
works to ensure the dollars that 
come in go to services for children.

NEVER ON VIDEO
Both Copland and Detective 

David Henderson of the Blount 
County Sheriff’s Office testified 
that the boy in the Briggs case nev-
er appeared on a lost video.

“The child was scared and cry-
ing and didn’t want to go in the 
room,” said Henderson, who was 
sitting in an observation room at 
New Hope that night and could 
hear the boy.

The judge repeated several times 
that he found Copland and Hen-
derson credible, and said he had no 

Missing file from New Hope will not derail child rape case

SEE FILE, 3A

By LINda BRadeN aLBeRT
Daily Times Correspondent

When word spread Mon-
day about the death of Paul 
Bales, friends, family and 
others he touched in his 
long life of service remem-
bered him for his humor, 
his quick smile and all the 
ways he worked for the 
people of Blount County.

In particular, he was 
remembered as chairman 
of the Empty Pantry Fund, a 
collaboration begun in 1952 
by The Daily Times and 
the group now known as 
the Blount County Jaycees.

Blount County Mayor Ed 
Mitchell, vice president of 
the Empty Pantry Fund, 
was a personal friend of 
Paul Bales for many years.

“Paul was the face and 
lifeblood of the Empty Pan-
try for 60 years. He was 
responsible for making 
sure thousands of families 
had food for Christmas. … I 
have never known anyone 
that cared more about giv-
ing to those in need than 

Paul, and people from all 
over Blount County from 
all walks of life loved Paul 
and he loved them.

“Blount County and I have 
lost a truly great friend that 
we could always count on 
no matter what we needed. 
It is hard to think about the 
Empty Pantry and Christ-
mas without seeing Paul’s 
smiling face and hearing 
his infectious laughter. So 
many people will miss him. 
I know I sure will miss him 
dearly,” Mitchell said.

Lon Fox, president of the 
Empty Pantry Fund and 
also a personal friend of 
Bales, said, “Paul Bales will 
always be remembered as 
the chairman of the Empty 
Pantry Fund.”

WORTH ETHIC
Bales, who retired as 

advertising major accounts 
executive at The Daily 
Times in 2009, began his 
career at The Daily Times 
as a paper carrier in the 

Paul Bales: ‘Face of 
Empty Pantry Fund,’ 
dies at 84 years old

JOY KIMBROUGH | THE DAILY TIMES
PauL BaLes, CHaIRMaN OF the Empty Pantry Fund from 1954 until 
2011, was on hand to see food baskets delivered Dec. 17, 2017, on 
his original route on Six Mile Road.

By ROBeRT NORRIs
bobn@thedailytimes.com

From the outside, it looks large. 
Standing on the tarmac, looking up 
at the B-17 World War II-era bomber 
with a wingspan of 103 feet 9 inches, 
and length of 74 feet 9 inches.

Climb up the steps to enter the 
Flying Fortress and it’s like Alice 
falling down the rabbit hole. The 
world of bright blue skies over 
McGhee Tyson Airport becomes 
an aluminum capsule defined by 
shadows and olive drab color.

This is “Ye Olde Pub.” On Sat-
urday and Sunday, Sept. 14-15, the 
Liberty Foundation is bringing “Ye 
Olde Pub” to McGhee Tyson as 
part of its 2019 “Higher Call” tour. 
It is also bringing a P-51 Mustang. 
Both planes will be available for 

SEE FACE, 3A

Flying Fortress lands history at McGhee Tyson

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
THe B-17 BOMBeR “ye Olde Pub” sits parked at TAC Air at McGhee Tyson Airport. This weekend, Sept. 14-15, the plane will 
roar to life and provide visitors an opportunity to purchase a ride on the historic aircraft.

a FLIGHT ON THe B-17 “Ye Olde Pub” offers rare opportunities like riding in the 
bombardier’s compartment, exploring most of the gunner’s positions and bomb 
bay and standing behind the pilots during flight. Here, pilot Bill Clark and copilot 
Melisa Foures bank the plane over Knoxville.

Built to soar

SEE HISTORY, 3A
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