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By aMy BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

The Blount County Commission 
supports creating the Eagleton 
College and Career Academy but 
disagrees with the school board 
over how to pay for the project.

After more than an hour of dis-
cussion last week, the commis-

sion voted to approve spending 
$298,000 on converting Eagleton 
Middle School to serve grades 
6-12, but from a different funding 
source than the Board of Edu-
cation.

The commission’s Budget Com-
mittee had recommended the 
change, and school board mem-
ber Debbie Sudhoff said during 

the public comment period at the 
beginning of the commission’s 
Feb. 18 meeting that Blount Coun-
ty Schools’ attorney said that 
committee only has the author-
ity to approve or deny, not amend.

Nineteen commissioners voted 
to approve the spending through 
Fund 141, the school district’s 
operating budget. Commission-

ers Brad Bowers and Dawn Rea-
gan abstained.

Asked if she would like to place 
a vote after first abstaining, Rea-
gan replied, “No, because I feel 
like we’re breaking the law.”

FUND CHANGE
In February 2020, both the 

Budget Committee and the 

commission had approved spend-
ing $482,000 on the project 
from the Fund 141 fund balance. 
Because of COVID-19, the school 
district did not move forward 
with the work that budget year 
and its plans to start the acad-
emy last August, so the money 

Commission, school board disagree over Eagleton College, Career Academy funding

By SHELBy HaRRIS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

After the prospect of 
convenience voting cen-
ters in Blount County 
sparked controversy last 
month, the county branch 
of the League of Women 
Voters hosted a town hall 
meeting Feb. 17 with elec-
tions officials from Ruth-
erford County, the first 
county in Tennessee to 
use the centers.

More than 50 people 
tuned in to the meeting — 
several of whom serve on 
the Blount County Com-
mission, which decided 
not to vote on the centers 
during its January meet-
ing.

Commissioners pulled 
from the meeting agenda 
a resolution to adopt con-
venience voting centers, 
which would give voters 
the ability to vote at any 
precinct and potentially 
halve the number of poll-
ing places, after County 
Attorney Craig Garrett 
said the move would be 
outside the commission’s 
authority.

Tennessee state law 
T.C.A. § 2-3-101 leaves the 
authority to designate or 
change voting locations 
with county election com-
missions, and the Blount 
County Election Commis-
sion favored enacting con-
venience voting centers 
with a super majority vote 
in December.

Blount County Adminis-
trator of Elections Susan 
Knopf, who spoke at the 
town hall meeting, said the 
goal of the centers is not 
to limit voter accessibility, 
but rather, to expand it.

“This is about voter 
convenience first and 
foremost. If we can get 
more voters than typical-
ly vote on Election Day, 
that’s what the League of 
Women Voters want and 

we want as well,” Knopf 
said.

But many people are con-
cerned that reducing the 
number of polling plac-
es would prevent people 
from voting and inconve-
nience those who do.

County Commissioner 
Jeff Jopling posed ques-
tions about the accessibil-
ity of the convenience cen-
ters for his constituents, 
many of whom reside in 
the Townsend area.

“I think just because of 
the size of my district, 
it does make us a little 
unique in that,” he said. 
“I would like before (the 
commission) meeting to 
get some clarification if 
they do indeed have plans 
to make sure there is a vot-
ing center in Townsend.”

The municipalities of 
Louisville, Rockford and 
Townsend passed resolu-
tions opposing the move 
and encouraging the 
County Commission not 
to approve the plan.

Rutherford County offi-
cials, however, say the cen-
ters have worked seam-
lessly.

Alan Farley, administra-
tor of elections for Ruth-
erford County, said vot-
ers love the system, and 
the election commission 
receives only “a few doz-
en” voter complaints each 
election.

“If I was to tell the voters 
of Rutherford County that 
we’re going back to the old 
format, I would literally 
have to leave the county 
because they would run 
me out of here,” Farley 
said.

Since Rutherford enact-
ed convenience voting 
centers in 2018, Farley 
said there have been more 
accessible voting locations 
for commuters, less mon-
ey spent to employ poll 

Rutherford  
County weighs in 
on convenience 
voting centers

By aSHLEy dEPEW
Daily Times Correspondent

Prompted by a request 
from their grandmother, 
three Maryville students 

have started a business.
“Wow, that is quite an 

accomplishment for a 
year locked in your house,” 

A blooming business

Maryville siblings create card business during pandemic

COURTESY OF JESSAMINE STUDIOS
THoMaS TISdaLE TaKES a photograph of one of the cards being sold through Jessamine Studios while his sisters, Elizabeth 
(center) and Marie help.

JESSAMINE STUDIOS
WHAT: An online business selling cards, stickers and 

decorative tape created by three Maryville siblings
WHERE: www.jessaminestudio.com
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