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Hugh Barnett has been a mem-
ber of Rotary Club for more than 
40 years, starting when he lived in 
Clarksville and continuing now that 
he’s in Maryville.

On Wednesday, with friends and 
fellow Rotarians surrounding him, 
he reached a milestone few others 
will — he turned 103. It’s estimated 

he’s attended 2,200 Rotary meetings 
over the years.

Those friends made sure the 
Wednesday meeting was one big 
party. For 24 hours, it was all about 
Hugh Barnett.

Maryville Mayor Tom Taylor and 
Blount County Mayor Ed Mitch-
ell both issued proclamations that 
Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019, be deemed 
“Hugh Barnett Day” in their com-
munities. Taylor attended the birth-

day celebration for Barnett at the 
Maryville Rotary Club meeting.

Richard Cook, an Oak Ridge writer, 
rented a digital billboard with Bar-
nett’s picture on it along Pellissippi 
Parkway near Solway as part of this 
birthday bash.

Taylor shared with the crowd 
details of Barnett’s life, including 
his work on the Manhattan Project, 
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Once again, students from Clay-
ton-Bradley Academy captured 
awards at the National History 
Day competition held June 9-13 
in College Park, Maryland. CBA 
students have participated in the 
national competition since 2015 
and have won awards in both 2017 
and 2018.

Fourteen CBA students partici-
pated in National History Day and 
six of those students won metals 
for projects based on the theme 
“Triumph and Tragedy in History.”

Back in March, seventh through 
11th grade students from Clayton-
Bradley students participated in 
Tennessee History Day. Seven of 
those student projects, a total of 14 
students, moved on to the national 

level of competition.
Clayton-Bradley Academy uses 

National History Day as a part of 
its curriculum, as it is a yearlong 
research project. All seventh and 
eight grade students are required 
to create a project to submit for 
National History Day. However, 
all students from sixth grade to 
12th grade can participate.

Nicole Whitecotton, an eighth 
grade teacher at Clayton-Brad-
ley, is one of the two teachers 
over NHD. The other teacher is 
Liz Shugart. In the first quarter, 
Whitecotton and Shugart take 
their students to the library at 
the University of Tennessee and 
to the Lawson McGhee Library 
in downtown Knoxville to check 
out books about their potential 
project ideas. From there, stu-
dents develop their own research 

databases filled with their source 
information.

The students gather both pri-
mary and secondary sources. This 
year’s group of students conduct-
ed interviews with Francis Col-
lins, the director of the National 
Institute of Health, and document-
ed primary source information 
about the Appalachia corridor. 
That information had never been 
documented before.

There are two different age divi-
sions, the junior division for six, 
seventh and eighth grades and the 
senior division for ninth through 
12th grades.

Projects can be chosen from sev-
eral different categories in either 
the junior or senior levels. The 
types of projects are a research 
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The case of a Seymour 
woman who was accused of 
drowning one of her chil-
dren in May and attempting 
to drown a second won’t 
proceed to trial.

Bethanie Carriker has 
waived her preliminary 
hearing and grand jury 
review, Assistant Attor-
ney General Ryan Des-
mond said.

The case was forward-
ed to the Circuit Court 
and Carriker is expected 
to plead at 9 a.m. Monday 
in front of Judge David R. 
Duggan.

Carriker had been sched-
uled for a contested pre-
liminary hearing Tuesday 
and would have required 
the state to show evidence 
she was connected to her 
15-month-old daughter’s 
death and the near-drown-
ing of her newborn daugh-
ter.

The Blount County Dis-
trict Attorney’s off ice 
requested in June that the 
hearing be moved back 
because final autopsy and 
toxicological results for the 
older child, who died on 
May 7, weren’t available yet.

The tests were conducted 
by a laboratory out of state, 
which contributed to the 
delay.

The office also had been 
waiting for toxicology 
results for Carriker and 
her newborn daughter, who 
survived the incident.

Those results were pro-
cessed by the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation at 
its state lab.

Plea details haven’t been 
announced, but Desmond 
said both charges of aggra-
vated child abuse by neglect 
or endangerment were 
bound over as originally 
charged.

Carriker remains in the 
Blount County jail on a $1 
million bond.

Lifetime of service

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
huGh BarNETT TrIEs OuT the bench given to him by the Rotary Club of Maryville at his 103rd birthday party.

Rotary Club’s Barnett celebrates 103rd birthday party

Clayton-Bradley students win medals during National History Day

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
TaTE GrEENE (LEFT) aNd Shelby McNeal, who took second place in the Senior 
Group Documentary category, talk to classmates during a recent school assem-
bly celebrating the success of several Clayton Bradley Academy students in 
the 2019 National History Day.
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Plea expected in  
child drowning case

By adrIaN saINZ
The Associated Press

RIPLEY — A Tennessee 
convict accused of killing a 
corrections administrator 
and escaping prison could 
face the death penalty if 
convicted of first-degree 
murder, a judge told the 
prisoner Wednesday.

Curt i s  Ray  Watson 
appeared before Judge 
Janice Craig in a video 

arraignment in Lauderdale 
County court. Craig told 
Watson that he is charged 
with especially aggravated 
burglary, aggravated sexual 
assault and escape in addi-
tion to the murder charge.

Lauderdale County Dis-
trict Attorney Mark David-
son said his office is con-
sidering seeking capital 
punishment, but a decision 

Captured Tenn. inmate 
could face death penalty

SEE INMATE, 3A

HOT AIR BALLOON FESTIVAL RETURNS TO TOWNSEND. 9A 
TO P  CO L L EG E  AWA R DS  COU L D  F E AT U R E  R E P E ATS . 1 B


