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THe LIBRaRy aT eaGLeTON 
Elementary School sprouted a 
pumpkin patch Monday. For-
ty-three students brought in 
pumpkins decorated as their 
favorite characters for the 
Storybook Pumpkin Patch. 
This was the first year EES 
has done this, but librarian 
Rebecca Dickenson explained, 
“Brenda Goins at Porter has 
been doing this for several 
years, and it looked like a lot 
of fun.” At Eagleton Elemen-
tary this fall, J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter and Mo Willems’ 
Pigeon were the most popular 
choices for student creations. 
Junie B. Jones and The Little 
Engine That could popped up 
on pumpkins, too. No carving 
was allowed, so the students 
used paint, markers, yarn, 
cardboard tubes and more 
to decorate the gourds. The 
pumpkins will be on display 
in the EES library until Fri-
day, and Dickenson posted a 
video of them on YouTube at 
http://bit.ly/EESpumpkins.

EAGLETON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY  
SPROUTS STORYBOOK PUMPKIN PATCH

eaGLeTON eLeMeN-
TaRy sCHOOL sTudeNT 

Lincoln Kobolak’s 
Little Blue Truck is 

among 43 creations 
in the library’s Story-
book Pumpkin Patch 

until Friday, Oct. 25.

JOsePH ROBeRTs HeLPs deCORaTe the Eagleton Elementary School library for the Storybook 
Pumpkin Patch on Monday, Oct. 21.

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
eaGLeTON eLeMeNTaRy sCHOOL seCONd graders Skyler Burnette and Lance Centaur stand with the pumpkins they decorated 
and brought to the school library Monday morning, Oct. 21. The school’s Storybook Pumpkin Patch features more than 40 
gourds that students decorated to look like one of their favorite characters. Skyler made Ariel, and Lance made Fly Guy.
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The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health is putting 
human faces on an epi-
demic.

TN Faces of Opioids, a 
media campaign funded by 
a grant from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, showcases the sto-
ries of people who struggle 
with opioid addiction.

Statewide television com-
mercials debuted in July 
to kickstart the campaign. 
Since then, TN Faces of 
Opioids has been featured 
on billboards, radio shows 
and local television, said 
Elizabeth Hart, TDH asso-

ciate director of communi-
cations.

“There are some really 
incredible stories here,” 
Hart said.

One of these inspiring sto-
ries is that of Amy Sawyer, 
who heard about TN Faces 
of Opioids while scrolling 
through Instagram.

Sawyer is a born and 
raised Blount Countian who 
began her struggle with 
substances when she was 
14 — but her hardship began 
long before then. Sawyer 
said she was molested by 
a family member from the 
ages of 4-9.

Her childhood trauma 

Blount native shares 
her addiction story in 
new media campaign
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aMy saWyeR PHOTOGRaPHed BeFORe and after her recovery.

MUSIC TEACHER ORGANIZES AUCTION TO BENEFIT STUDENTS. 8A 
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The Maryville Board 
of Education adopted 
a revised conduct poli-
cy Monday, Oct. 21, that 
emphas izes  pos i t ive 
behavior supports when 
disciplining students.

The updated language in 
Policy 6.300, Code of Con-
duct, is mandated by a new 
state law that requires pub-
lic schools to adopt “trau-
ma-informed” discipline 
policies.

That means discipline 
balances accountability 
with the understanding 
that adverse childhood 
experiences (ACES) can 
affect a child’s brain devel-
opment, learning and 
behavior. Students still 
face consequences for mis-
behavior, but the school 
also provides support such 

as counseling and behavior 
intervention plans.

“I feel good about our 
current practices,” Direc-
tor Mike Winstead told 
the board before its unan-
imous vote on the first 
reading of the policy. “I 
think we can strengthen 
some of those, and we’re 
working to do that.”

The policy dovetails with 
Maryville City Schools’ 
efforts over the past year 
working with Harmony 
Family Center to train staff 
who can guide students 
to go beyond reacting: 
allowing them to to regu-
late their behavior, relate 
to others and use reason.

Montgomery Ridge Inter-
mediate School Principal 
Kevin Myers told the board 
that giving a student deten-
tion is easy. “The hard part 

Maryville City Schools 
policy, practices aim to 
understand bad behavior
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