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Maryville City Schools might 
build a fourth elementary school 
on the east side of town in a few 
years to handle projected enroll-
ment growth.

Last May, after a year of study, 
the Maryville Board of Educa-
tion approved a long-term plan 
to build an addition to Sam Hous-
ton Elementary, expand the high 
school to bring the ninth grade 
back to that campus and move 
seventh grade from the interme-
diate schools to the junior high.

During a budget work session 
Wednesday , Director Mike Win-
stead said that plan would give 
the district the capacity for 480 
students per grade, but based on 
current estimates the elementary 
schools would be hitting that just 
as the addition to SHE would be 
completed.

“We’ll probably have 440 per 
grade next year,” he told the 
board. “I don’t think it makes 

sense, as we now look at our num-
bers, to expand Sam Houston and 
then immediately have need and 
have nowhere else to expand.”

Current kindergarten enroll-
ment is 423, and Winstead said 
that is likely lower because of the 
pandemic and parents choosing 
to delay when their child starts 
school.

He called his current enrollment 
projections “very conservative.”

“I think we’re going to see 2021-
22 and beyond be significantly 
more than what we have here,” 
Winstead said, suggesting the 
board revisit the topic in Septem-
ber, after enrollment figures are 
in for the new school year.

Maryville’s kindergarten regis-
tration is planned for mid-April, 
and he said, “I think it’s going to 
be a bumper crop.”

AMERINE?
To plan for 15-20 years in the 

future, Winstead said adminis-
trators would need to think about 
550 to 600 students per grade. A 

new elementary school would 
give Maryville the capacity for 
600.

When board member Candy 
Morgan asked about a possible 
location, Winstead said his pref-
erence would be for students 
from Foothills and Sam Hous-
ton elementary schools to go to 
Montgomery Ridge Intermediate, 
with students from John Sevier 
and the new elementary school 
zoned for Coulter Grove Inter-
mediate.

The school would require 
15-20 acres, and Winstead said 
he was thinking about building 
it near Amerine Park or along 
East Lamar Alexander Parkway 
where Walmart had proposed 
building a store until 2018.

TIME AND MONEY
Jim Hinton, principal for Cope 

Architecture, has been work-
ing with MCS on the long-range 
building plans and estimates total 
construction costs of bidding the 
projects in 2025 at $49 million.

That’s based on:
• $24 million for a new elemen-

tary school
• $4 million for an eight-class-

room addition to the junior high
• $21 million for a 38-classroom 

addition, a kitchen addition and 
converting four classrooms into 
cafeteria space at the high school.

A proposed schedule would 
have design work starting in May 
2024, with the high school and 
junior high ready at the end of 
July 2026 and the new elemen-
tary school opening in the 2027-
28 school year.

REZONING
Winstead expects to propose 

rezoning a “significant number” 
of elementary school students to 
take effect in the 2022-23 school 
year, with existing students 
grandfathered in and accommo-
dations for families with siblings.

A recent expansion at Foothills 
provided for eight classes per 
grade, but the director expects 
the school to reach that in three 

of the four grades in the coming 
school year.

Although growth in areas such 
as Morganton Road is affecting 
Foothills Elementary, the rezon-
ing will have to involve Sam 
Houston and John Sevier as well.

SHE HOUSE
During its meeting scheduled 

for April 19, the board is expect-
ed to consider buying a house in 
front of Sam Houston Elementary 
for $225,000.

“As some point I think we all 
envision all of those houses being 
gone and having a true front of 
an elementary school,” includ-
ing more parking, Winstead said.

In the interim, five school dis-
trict technology staff members 
might have their office in the 
house. In the long term, the 
entire Central Office staff could 
be relocated to allow that cur-
rent space to either be used for 
high school programming or torn 
down to make room for a new 
gymnasium.

Maryville City Schools looking at building new elementary school
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The last name of Artsonia CEO Jim Meyers was misspelled 
in the April 6 story “State of the art.”
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David Carswell couldn’t 
believe what he was see-
ing.

The Alcoa Police chief 
remembers his reaction to 
television news coverage 
of George Floyd’s death, a 
moment that sparked out-
rage across the country 
and brought national criti-
cisms of law enforcement 
to a fever pitch.

“I’ve been in this (profes-
sion) for a total of 29 years, 
27 with the Alcoa Police 
Department,” Carswell 
told The Daily Times. 
“And what I saw on TV 
initially, it absolutely dis-
turbed me, just like it did 
everybody else. I proba-
bly had the same reaction, 
like disbelief, ‘Am I seeing 
what I’m seeing?’”

Floyd, a Black man, died 
after being arrested by 
Minneapolis Police offi-
cer Derek Chauvin, who 
knelt on Floyd’s neck for 
more than nine minutes. 
Chauvin is currently on 
trial for Floyd’s death, the 
latest development in a 
situation that has forced 
issues of race and police 
brutality into the nation’s 
collective mindset.

Some police leaders have 
stayed silent on the topic, 
while others have explic-
itly expressed their con-
cerns. Chattanooga Police 
Chief David Roddy tweet-

ed right after Floyd’s death 
that officers who don’t see 
a problem with what hap-
pened should turn in their 
badges.

His tweet went viral.
The Daily Times reached 

out to local police offi-
cials to gauge their reac-
tions to Floyd’s death and 
Chauvin’s trial, inter-
viewing both Carswell 
and Maryville Police 
Chief Tony Crisp. Blount 
County Sheriff James Ber-
rong declined to comment 
through BCSO Public 
Information Officer Mar-
ian O’Briant.

APD CHIEF: AGENCIES 
NEED TO MEET 
STANDARDS

Carswell said he hasn’t 
been following the trial 
due to his busy day-to-day 
schedule. He also hasn’t 
heard any talk from offi-
cers about it.

“There have been no 
watercooler discussions,” 
Carswell said.

What he is aware of, 
though, is what he per-
ceives as a lack of effort 
by law enforcement agen-
cies to meet profession-
al standards. All three 
of Blount County’s larg-
er departments are both 
state and internationally 
accredited, which is a vol-
untary process, Carswell 
said. But that’s not the case 

Alcoa, Maryville police chiefs 
discuss Chauvin trial, policies

Disbelief and 
disagreement
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The Blount County 
Friends of the Library 
announced this week the 
group won the 2020 Ten-
nessee Library Association 
and Friends of Tennessee 
Libraries “Friend of the 
Year” award, a feat achieved 
through cooperation with 
community leadership and 
online ingenuity.

After a year of dramat-
ic highs and lows for the 
library, brought on by the 
volatility of COVID-19 clo-
sures, the Friends are cel-
ebrating a successful 2020 
in which they raised an 
estimated $75,000 for the 
library, according to volun-
teer and group spokesman 
Dick Burgess.

“It’s a point of pride for all 
of us,” Burgess said, prais-
ing the team’s cooperation 
and hard work in all areas, 

but emphasizing its success 
online.

The Friends run an eBay 
book-sale program that 
sees volunteers take donat-
ed books and turn them 
around quickly for mon-
ey that’s donated to BCPL 
operations.

What started out as a sin-
gle-person effort about six 
to seven years ago is now 

a full-fledged operation 
that takes a whole team to 
manage.

The Friends have a ded-
icated space in the “base-
ment” of the library — 
its lowest level — where 
they process, label, list on 
eBay and package books 
for shipping.

Currently, they have about 
3,800 books listed for sale 

there currently, Burgess 
said, and sales continue to 
be consistent.

Last year just the eBay 
outfit of the Friends won 
the award, Burgess said, so 
effective was their opera-
tion.

“It’s a lot of work,” he said. 
“We get a lot of sales here 
and we have a lot of shelves, 
but there are limits.” Tues-
day, a large donation that 
came in over the weekend 
lay on the floor, “quaran-
tined” for days before vol-
unteers could begin the 
sorting process.

During the pandemic, 
Burgess has reported to 
BCPL board of trustees 
over the months that peo-
ple have been generous 
with their donations, at 
one point an estimated 
4,000 books a week. Some 
shelves have even reached 

‘Friend of the Year’
BCPL Friends group wins library association award
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CHRISTINE JOHNSON (LEFT) AND Diane Rocco process book sales on eBay at the Blount County Public Library early Tuesday.

 FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY volunteer Dick Burgess stands by one of 
many shelves filled with books in the basement of the Blount 
County Public Library.

SEE AWARD, 5A


