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FOLLOWED BY A STAFFER holding a bag, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky (right) leaves the Capitol for the 
day on Dec. 29 on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

GOP torn over President Trump’s Electoral College challenge of Biden
BY LISA MASCARO 
and MARY CLARE JALONICK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
extraordinary challenge 
of his election defeat by 
President-elect Joe Biden 
is becoming a defining 
moment for the Republican 
Party before next week’s 
joint session of Congress to 
confirm the Electoral Col-
lege results.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell is urg-
ing Republicans not to try 

to overturn the election, 
but not everyone is heed-
ing him. Sen. Josh Haw-
ley of Missouri vows to 
join House Republicans in 
objecting to the state tal-
lies. On the other side of the 
party’s split, GOP Sen. Ben 
Sasse of Nebraska warns 
such challenges are a “dan-
gerous ploy” threatening 
the nation’s civic norms.

Caught in the middle is 
Vice President Mike Pence, 
who faces growing pressure 
and a lawsuit from Trump’s 
allies over his ceremonial 
role in presiding over the 

session Wednesday.
The days ahead are 

expected to do little to 
change the outcome. Biden 
set to be inaugurated Jan. 20 
after winning the Electoral 
College vote 306-232. But 
the effort to subvert the will 
of voters is forcing Repub-
licans to make choices that 
will set the contours of 
the post-Trump era and an 
evolving GOP.

“I will not be participating 
in a project to overturn the 
election,” Sasse wrote in a 
lengthy social media post.

Sasse, a potential 2024 

presidential contender, 
said he was “urging my col-
leagues also to reject this 
dangerous ploy.”

Trump, the first presi-
dent to lose a reelection 
bid in almost 30 years, has 
attributed his defeat to 
widespread voter fraud, 
despite the consensus of 
nonpartisan election offi-
cials that there wasn’t any. 
Of the roughly 50 lawsuits 
the president and his allies 
have filed challenging elec-
tion results, nearly all have 

BY MATTHEW DALY
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Congress on Friday over-
rode President Donald 
Trump’s veto of a defense 
policy bill, a first by law-
makers since he took 
office nearly four years 
ago.

In an extraordinary 
New Year’s Day ses-
sion, the Republican-
controlled Senate easily 
turned aside the veto, dis-
missing Trump’s objec-
tions to the $740 billion 
bill and handing him 
a stinging rebuke just 
weeks before he leaves 
the White House.

Trump had no imme-
diate comment, but had 
lashed out at GOP law-
makers ahead of the vote, 
charging on Twitter that 
“Weak and tired Repub-
lican ‘leadership’ will 
allow the bad Defense 
Bill to pass.

Trump called the loom-
ing override vote a “dis-
graceful act of coward-
ice and total submission 
by weak people to Big 
Tech. Negotiate a better 

Bill, or get better leaders, 
NOW!”

The 81-13 vote in the 
Senate followed an ear-
lier 322-87 override vote 
in the House of the wide-
ly popular defense mea-
sure. The bill affirms a 3% 
pay raise for U.S. troops 
and guides defense pol-
icy, cementing decisions 
about troop levels, new 
weapons systems and 
military readiness, per-
sonnel policy and other 
military goals.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
said before the vote that 
Congress has passed the 
National Defense Autho-
rization Act every year 
for 59 years in a row, “and 
one way or another, we 
are going to complete the 
60th annual NDAA and 
pass it into law before 
this Congress concludes 
on Sunday.”

The bill “looks after our 
brave men and women 
who volunteer to wear 
the uniform,’’ McConnell 
said. “But it’s also a tre-
mendous opportunity: to 

In a first, Congress 
overrides Trump 
veto of defense bill 

PATRICK SEMANSKY | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP BOARDS Air Force One at Palm 
Beach International Airport on Dec. 31 in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. 

BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Architects, engineers, 
designers, drafters and 
3D modelers are cooking 
up trendy and affordable 
designs in a Home Innova-
tion Lab on the Maryville 
campus of Clayton Home 
Building Group.

Talk of building a collab-
orative workspace began 
about a decade ago, and 
in October 2019 more than 
15 team members finally 
moved into the more than 
5,000-square-foot space.

Interior Design Manager 
Megan Foster said the lab 
provides a feeling of inspi-
ration when you walk in 
the door.

“Before COVID hit it was 
very loud and lively in here. 
It’s a very open space,” she 
said during an online inter-
view last month. “There’s 
not a lot of privacy, but we 
really kind of wanted it that 
way, because we’ve grown 
so close as we’ve built this 
team out.”

Several team members 
now work from home 
because of the pandemic, 
but the lab still provides a 
hub for collaboration not 
only among those centered 
at the main office but also 
with 40 building facilities 
across the country, as well 
as suppliers.

Clayton designers work 
with those who provide 
materials for its homes to 

bring in colors and pat-
terns that are on trend 
and timeless. “We get to 
help develop and design 
flooring and cabinet colors. 

We have customized coun-
tertops and wall patterns,” 
Foster said.

Design dream team
Clayton lab creates trendy, affordable living spaces

COURTESY OF CLAYTON HOME BUILDING GROUP
IN A PHOTO FROM before March 2020, design team members collaborate in Clayton’s Home Innovation Lab in Maryville.

TEAM WORKSPACES AT CLAYTON’S Home Innovation Lab are 
designed to foster collaboration.
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