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From staff reports

Alcoa’s 100-plus years 
are now reflected across 
the city as most of the 19 
planned wayside mark-
ers cataloging its history 
are up and ready for local 
tourism.

The markers are a long-
time “dream” of city his-
torian and Blount County 
Circuit Court Judge David 
Duggan, city officials said 
in a news release.

Funding and interest for 
the project didn’t come 
to fruition until the city’s 
2019 centennial celebra-
tion, which budgeted 
some money for the proj-
ect.

However, there weren’t 
sufficient funds to “do the 
project justice,” accord-
ing to the release, until 
recently when Arconic 
Tennessee Operations and 
Arconic Foundation filled 
the gap with grant money.

“Who better to assist 
with such an undertaking 
than the company whose 
roots founded the city?” 
the release said.

The centennial budget 
and the grant combined to 
allow Alcoa government 
to purchase signage from 
Pannier, a company that 
builds exhibits for clients 
like the National Park Ser-
vice.

Duggan wrote the texts 
and chose the images for 
each of the 19 exhibits des-
ignated for various his-
toric sites around the city.

Where possible, the 
markers were placed near 
or along sections of green-
way trail near the location 
of a historically significant 
event or structure.

Each marker recounts 
and preserves the story of 
Alcoa the city and ALCOA 
Inc. the company.

The waysides vary in 
form, from the traditional 
T-style to triple-pedestal, 
triple-offset and three-sid-
ed kiosk designs.

Not all 19 are installed 
yet: Crews have installed 
11 so far, five in along 
Springbrook Park Green-
way. Others are at:

Most Alcoa historic markers up

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF ALCOA
THIS WAYSIDE MARKER ALONG Rankin Road near Holston Con-
ference building and Calvary Baptist Church is one of 11 histori-
cal stops created by the city of Alcoa and written by Blount 
County Circuit Court Judge and city historian David Duggan.

Recording over 
a hundred years

SEE ALCOA, 3A

BY MELANIE TUCKER
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At a farm just off Mor-
ganton Road in Green-
back, hundreds have gath-
ered for a week of Frisbee 
throwing, agility testing 

and a few wet-nose kisses.
The event, called Bark 

Week, brings families to 
the area from as far away 
as Connecticut, Washing-
ton, California and Texas. 

Dog day afternoon
Bark week brings families, their pups together for games

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
MARK VOGEL GETS READY to start a timed frisbee event with Mohawk’s Mayhem, a Belgian Malinois, who is having trouble 
controlling his excitement. This event, part of Bark Week, took place Thursday afternoon at Finny Farms, 6474 Morganton 
Road, Greenback. Events were also held at the Greenback School and will continue at both locations through the weekend.

IF YOU GO
Bark Week is being held on Finny Farm, 6474 Morgan-

ton Road, Greenback. Events will continue each day 
through Sunday, beginning at 8 a.m. Spectators are 
welcome. There are also events behind Greenback 
School, 6945 Morganton Road.

SEE DOG, 5A

BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

The Blount County Board of 
Education adopted a strategic 
plan for 2021-26 on Thursday  that 
sets ambitious goals for instruc-
tion, achievement and culture.

Blount County Schools devel-
oped a dozen goals, with action 
steps and measurable bench-
marks, over a months-long pro-
cess that included school board 
work sessions and three com-
mittees with nearly three dozen 
educators and administrators.

BCS also honed its vision and 
mission statements to just a dozen 
words. The vision: Graduating stu-

dents equipped to achieve excel-
lence. The mission: Maximizing the 
academic growth of every student.

“We’ve set some very high expec-
tations, but this has been with the 
input of teachers and principals 
that feel like we should aim high,” 
Director Rob Britt said, adding 
that even if the district doesn’t 
hit the high targets the progress 
still would be worth celebrating.

Board members also indicat-
ed they plan to closely monitor 
action steps and progress, asking 
for updates after student assess-
ments given three times a year, as 
well as during the board’s annual 
retreat starting this fall.

“In my experience when you 

don’t have those things on some 
sort of timeline ... it’s easy for 
things to slip,” board member 
Vandy Kemp said.

THREE AREAS
The plan is divided into three 

categories, effective instruction, 
equipped students and excellent 
culture.

Four of the six instruction goals 
focus on literacy, with different 
measures and steps from kinder-
garten through 10th grade.

One of the biggest pushes aims 
to increase from 33% this year to 
83% in the 2025-26 school year the 
percentage of students in grades 
three through five scoring at the 

on track or mastery level on the 
TNReady literacy assessment.

At the high school level the dis-
trict plans to add an ACT prep-
aration course as a graduation 
requirement, to raise the number 
of students who score at least 21 
on the exam, a measure of col-
lege readiness. An ACT score of 
21 also qualifies students for the 
state’s HOPE Scholarship.

The “Equipped Students” goals 
are designed to help students meet 
not only academic but also per-
sonal and professional challenges.

BCS aims to nearly double the 
number of students the state con-
siders “Ready Graduates,” based 
on measures such as ACT and 

military aptitude test scores, as 
well as earning industry certifica-
tions or college credit while still 
in high school.

With the Class of 2019 results 
released last November, BCS fell 
below the statewide average of 
40.7% being Ready Graduates, 
while Maryville and Alcoa City 
Schools ranked fifth and 15th in 
the state, respectively.

To create greater awareness of 
the career and technical education 
programs in high school, the dis-
trict plans events for elementary 
students and their parents.

Under culture BCS is looking 

Blount County Schools adopts � ve-year strategic plan for future

SEE PLANS, 5A


