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BY AMY FORLITI, STEPHEN GROVES 
and TAMMY WEBBER
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The 
murder case against former 
Officer Derek Chauvin in 
the death of George Floyd 
went to the jury Monday in 
a city on edge against anoth-
er round of unrest like the 
one that erupted last year 
over the harrowing video 
of Chauvin with his knee 
on the Black man’s neck.

The jury of six White peo-
ple and six people who are 
Black or multiracial began 
deliberating after nearly 
a full day of closing argu-
ments in which prosecu-
tors argued that Chauvin 
squeezed the life out of 
Floyd last May in a way 

that even a child knew was 
wrong.

The defense contended 
that the now-fired white 
officer acted reasonably 
and that the 46-year-old 
Floyd died of a heart con-
dition and illegal drug use.

After closing arguments 
were done, Judge Peter 
Cahill rejected a defense 
request for a mistrial based 
in part on comments from 
California Rep. Maxine 
Waters that protesters 
could get more confronta-
tional if there is no guilty 
verdict.

The judge told Chauvin’s 
attorney: “Congresswoman 
Waters may have given you 
something on appeal that 
may result in this whole 
trial being overturned.” 

He added: “I wish elected 
officials would stop talking 
about this case, especially in 

a manner that is disrespect-
ful to the rule of law and to 
the judicial branch.”

Chauvin, 45, is charged 
with second-degree mur-
der, third-degree murder 
and second-degree man-
slaughter, all of which 
require the jury to con-
clude that his actions were 
a “substantial causal factor” 
in Floyd’s death and that 
his use of force was unrea-
sonable.

The most serious charge 
carries up to 40 years in 
prison.

“Use your common sense. 
Believe your eyes. What 
you saw, you saw,” pros-
ecutor Steve Schleicher 
said in closing arguments, 
referring to the bystand-
er video of Floyd pinned 
down on the pavement with 
Chauvin’s knee on or close 
to his neck for up to 9 min-

utes, 29 seconds, as onlook-
ers yelled at the officer to 
get off.

Chauvin attorney Eric 
Nelson countered by argu-
ing that Chauvin did what 
any reasonable police 
officer would have done 
after finding himself in a 
“dynamic” and “fluid” situ-
ation involving a large man 
struggling with three offi-
cers.

With the case drawing to 
a close, some stores were 
boarded up in Minneapolis. 
The courthouse was ringed 
with concrete barriers and 
razor wire, and National 
Guard members were on 
patrol. Floyd’s death last 
spring set off protests in the 
city and across the U.S. that 
sometimes turned violent.

BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

A new school bus camera system will 
give Maryville City Schools easy access 
to recordings of what happens both 
inside and outside the vehicles.

The Maryville Board of Education on 
Monday  unanimously approved spend-
ing $34,025.40 for new recording systems 
on 20 buses the district has under con-
tract with Rocky Top School Buses LLC.

The current camera system has only 
two views of what happens inside the 
bus, but the equipment from Safety 
Vision will add a view of the outside 
as well, which will show drivers who 
violate state law by passing when the bus 
is stopped for students to enter or leave.

The Wi-Fi-enabled system also will 
automatically download the records not 
only at the end of the day when buses 
finish their routes but also when they are 
within access of the schools’ network.

Currently, administrators are swapping 
out memory cards on buses to access 
recordings a couple of times a week, 
according to Director Mike Winstead.

“We’re excited about this purchase,” 
he told the board before the vote.

While it won’t give administrators 
a real-time view of what happens on 
or around a bus, he said, “it’s the next 
best thing.”

HOME BUYING
During the meeting at John Sevier Ele-

mentary School, the board also unani-
mously approved buying a house at 408 
Melrose St. for $225,000. Winstead said 
the current owner approached the dis-
trict about the sale.

The home is near Sam Houston 

BY ANDREW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

The city of Maryville continues to fine 
tune land on either side of the Robert C. 
Jackson Drive Extension, a process that 
may soon cost more than $3 million, a 
city official said.

City Manager Greg McClain told coun-

cil members during their April work 
session that ongoing improvements at 
Laurel Branch Park will be expensive, 
but the city will price the land accord-
ingly by increasing them from initial 
amounts.

“When we do this work, the price 
point on that property will go back up to 
recoup what we’re putting in,” McClain 

explained, adding, “And people will pay 
it. Time is more important to them than 
money.”

That doesn’t mean it will be able to 
recoup every penny of spending, but 
the city is prioritizing ease of access for 
developers and expects people to pay 

Laurel Branch Park improvement spending may exceed $3M

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MARYVILLE
FORTHCOMING LAUREL BRANCH PARK improvement is shown along the Robert C. Jackson Drive Extension in Maryville and will cost the city more 
than $3 million, officials say. It will pay for roads, utilities and grading in the area — development that could ultimately make the property 
more valuable.

Murder case against ex-cop in Floyd’s death goes to the jury

JOHN MINCHILLO | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A FAMILY TAKES AN image in front of a mural of the deceased 
George Floyd as demonstrators gather for a solidarity rally in 
memory of Floyd and Daunte Wright outside Cup Foods on 
Sunday in Minneapolis. 
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