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BY ANDREW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

An annexation of nearly 14 vacant 
acres into Townsend’s city limits 
didn’t get the votes it needed to 
pass Planning Commission’s recent 
recommendation.

Likely set to be a topic of discus-
sion at Townsend City Commis-
sion’s meeting on Sept. 21, a request 
to annex some Blount County land 
off Webb Road — on the north side 
of Little River and just south of the 
Powder Horn Trail neighborhood 
— now faces opposition.

Townsend City Commission 
already voted unanimously on 
first reading to annex the land. 
Now it’s seeking a blessing in the 
form of a recommendation from 
the Planning Commission, which 
gathered for its September session 
last week.

Three planning commissioners 
voted yes on the recommendation 
— Bill Lindsey, Rick Younger and 
Eric Stein. Two chose to abstain — 
Steve Fillmore and Sandy Headrick. 
One voted no — Ted Godfrey, also 
a city commissioner.

The vote needed a majority to 
pass but was split 3-3.

Civil & Environmental Con-
sultants engineer Matt Sprinkle 
represented the property owners 
and said they want to build rental 
cabins and an event center on the 
property.

Site plans for this project haven’t 
been submitted to the city since the 
annexation is still tentative.

The land is currently zoned R-1 
Low-Density Residential. Should 
it be annexed into the city, it would 
receive a plan of services and also 
would be a planned unit develop-
ment, or “PUD.”

Officials have the ability to change 
the land to B-1 General Business if 
they want to, City Planner Joe Bar-
rett said during the meeting, some-
thing that’s already been tossed 
around. They’d have to go through 
standard rezoning processes to do 
so, however.

Though there’s flexibility in 
how the land could be used and 
regulated, some commissioners 
expressed outright opposition dur-
ing the meeting.

“I’m against recommending it,” 
Fillmore said. “No offense,” he add-
ed, turning to Sprinkle.

“My thoughts on it are, they’re 
trying to do something the county 
wouldn’t allow them to do. They’re 
coming to the city to try and get it 
done,” Fillmore said.

Current regulation on PUDs on 
county land, according to subdi-
vision regulations posted online 

and amended through 2020, show 
their minimum size must be 5 
acres.

City Commission discussed in 
July the possibility of the area being 
zoned B-1 General Business, but the 
matter is still under consideration.

Native Don Headrick — Sandy 
Headrick’s husband and co-owner 
of Highland Manor Inn — noted 
during the discussion that guide-
lines, rules and regulations are 
evolving to fit “what’s best for 
Townsend.

“It’s about tourism here. And 
what we do and what we’ve done 
in the past is about how to grow 
the area and make it aesthetically 
pleasing for the tourists,” Headrick 
said. “When I hear ‘cabin rentals’ 
that’s tourism. ... It’s time to move 
forward to be receptive to people’s 
needs.”

As business growth seems to have 

hit a fever pitch in Townsend over 
the past year, many have expressed 
concern that the economy is mov-
ing so quickly that the city’s quaint 
beauty may be at risk.

Planning commissioners repeat-
edly noted their vote was only a 
recommendation and that City 
Commission would have the final 
say regardless.

No businesses or names have 
been mentioned in relation to the 
property — once a campground, 
longtime city leaders say — which 
may see a final annexation decision 
during the coming City Commis-
sion meeting.

However, property records show 
the land’s owners as of Jan. 1, 2021, 
were Nathan and Kathrine Schrock.

FOLLOW @ARJONESREPORTS on Face-
book and Twitter for more from city 
government reporter Andrew Jones.

Annexation recommendation fails Townsend Planning Commission vote

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
and EUGENE GARCIA
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — In a 
blitz of TV ads and a last-
minute rally, California 
Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom urged voters Sun-
day to turn back a loom-
ing recall vote that could 
remove him from office, 
while leading Republican 
Larry Elder broadly criti-
cized the media for what 
he described as double 
standards that insulated 
Newsom from criticism 
and scrutiny throughout 

Recall vote looming for California’s Gov. Newsom

DAMIAN DOVARGANES | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
REPUBLICAN CONSERVATIVE RADIO TALK show host Larry Elder with former actress and activist Rose McGowan hold a news 
conference Sunday at the Luxe Hotel Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles. Elder is running to replace Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom in today’s recall election.  
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CALIFORNIA GOV. GAVIN NEWSOM is photographed during a TV interview before a rally against 
the California gubernatorial recall election on Sunday in Sun Valley, California. 

Allegations fly
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The Blount County 
Redistricting Committee 
is moving in a new direc-
tion as it works to reshapes 
the county’s voting dis-
tricts in accordance with 
the latest U.S. census data.

After leaving last week’s 
meeting with the intent 
to consider plans with 
seven, 10 and 14 County 
Commission districts, 
Monday night’s meeting 
ended with the committee 
voting down plans for both 
seven and 14 commission 
districts, in favor of the 
existing 21 districts.

Plans featuring sev-
en commission districts 
were just added back to 
consideration at the pre-
vious committee meet-
ing as committee mem-
bers hoped it would help 
strengthen the minority 
population in certain dis-
tricts.

“It did not do what we 
seeking for it to do,” Coun-
ty Commissioner and com-
mittee Chair Mike Akard 
said. “I was in favor of see-
ing it because I wanted to 
see if we could accomplish 
what our goal was. We can-
not, mathematically, get 
there.”

The vote to remove sev-
en and 14 commission dis-
trict plans also came after 
a number of public com-
ments from Blount Coun-
ty residents who pushed 

the committee to keep 
the number of County 
Commission districts — 
and the number of coun-
ty commissioners — the 
same.

“A wise approach to 
public policy is ‘if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it,’” citizen 
Mark Pulliam said. “We 
have an established track 
record with the existing 
structure of the commis-
sion districts. Changing 
them could be opening the 
proverbial Pandora’s Box.”

“I think you’re expend-
ing a lot of energy that 
is not going to yield a lot 
of improvement,” citizen 
Kevin McNeil added in 
agreement.

Requests from the public 
were heard by the commit-
tee, as plans for an updated 
version of the current 10 
County Commission dis-
tricts, seven-school board 
district setup remain in 
consideration.

The committee also vot-
ed to take an alternate 10 
County Commission dis-
trict plan into consider-
ation. This plan proposes 
10 “equal” County Com-
mission districts, which 
would bring the num-
ber of county commis-
sioners down from 21 to 
20. The plan also would 
require the number of 
school board districts to 
be changed from seven to 
10, something members of 

Blount County Redistricting 
Committee eyes plans for 
County Commission districts

Moving in a 
new direction

SEE DISTRICTS, 5A


