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DRIVE A LITTLE,
SAVE A LOT!

916 William Blount Dr. 
(at the corner of Morganton Rd)

983-0008 • 984-2757HOURS:  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10-6, Wed, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

MARYVILLE’S OLDEST FURNITURE STORE 
– LOCALLY OWNED –

Delivery Available • Full Warranties • Great Service 
Layaway and Financing Available

ASHLEY • CATNAPPER • JACKSON • BEST
SOUTHERN MOTION • VAUGHAN-BASSETT • TEI • LEGENDS

NAME BRANDS • WAREHOUSE PRICING
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By KIMBErLEE KruESI
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE — Gov. Bill Lee 
said Friday that his newly enacted 
school voucher law won’t go into 
effect next year if the state isn’t 
ready, adding that he’ll know by 
early 2020 when to begin imple-
menting the program.

However, the Republican gov-
ernor told reporters he remained 
confident the state was on track to 
expand education savings accounts 
in Tennessee.

“We’re hopeful that it will be in 
place this next cycle and we won’t 
compromise quality if it’s not ready 
for high-quality delivery,” Lee said. 
“The plan is that we will be.”

Lawmakers narrowly pushed 
through the contentious voucher 

legislation during the 2019 legisla-
tive session that specifically stated 
the rollout would occur by the 2021-
22 school year. However, Lee has 
since instructed his team to start 
the program earlier if possible.

Since then, education officials 
have begun working to set up the 
program that diverts tax dollars 
to private education and allows 
participating families to receive 
debit cards worth up to $7,500 in 
state money each year.

On Friday, Education Commis-
sioner Penny Schwinn told Lee 
in a budget hearing that the new 
voucher program would cost a total 
of $37.5 million if 5,000 students 
participated during the first year.

This would require an additional 
$15.1 million in state funding in next 
year’s budget to cover the cost of 

the voucher program and to hire 
20 additional staffers.

Currently, schools get a certain 
amount of funding based on stu-
dent enrollment. The concern had 
been that under the education sav-
ings account program, students 
who leave public school districts to 
participate in the voucher program 
would take that funding with them.

But just before the 2019 session 
ended, lawmakers agreed to allow 
participating public schools to 
continue to be fully reimbursed 
for losing students. Schwinn’s $15.1 
million budget request is needed 
to fully reimburse those partici-
pating schools — which are cur-
rently limited to the state’s largest 
schools in Nashville metro and 

Lee remains hopeful for school voucher timeline

By aMy BEtH MILLEr
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

A Lenoir City man with 
four previous DUIs was 
sentenced to 22 years in 
prison Friday for a 2018 
wreck on Topside Road 
that killed a Maryville 
woman and injured her 
brother.

Chad Eric Sheffer, 42, 
pleaded guilty Oct. 18 in 
Blount County Circuit 
Court to charges of aggra-
vated vehicular homicide, 
vehicular homicide by 
recklessness and aggra-
vated vehicular assault.

Judge Tammy Har-
rington on Friday accepted 
an agreement in sentenc-
ing Sheffer to 17 years in 
prison on the aggravat-
ed vehicular homicide 
charge and five years on 
the aggravated vehicu-
lar assault charge, to run 
consecutively. A six-year 
sentence on the vehicular 
homicide by recklessness 
charge will run concur-
rently with those.

He must serve at least 
60% of the 17-year term 
and 30% of the five-year 
term to be eligible for 
parole.

He also loses the privi-
lege of driving for 11 years 
and must pay a $5,000 fine 
and court costs.

Sheffer will receive cred-
it for the time he has spent 
in jail since April 2018. He 

was released on bond for 
part of the time, but that 
was revoked when he 
admitted smoking mari-
juana.

HEAD-ON
According to police 

reports Sheffer had been 
drinking March 23, 2018, 
when the pickup truck 
he was driving traveled 
into the oncoming lane 
and hit head-on a car a 
driven Kristy M. Strick-
land. She died and her 
brother Thomas Daniele 
of Maryville was injured.

Sheffer, the only one not 
wearing a seat belt accord-
ing to police reports, also 
was injured. He had pre-
viously been convicted of 
driving under the influ-
ence of an intoxicant four 
times between 1998 and 
2011.

At an earlier hearing 
multiple witnesses said 
they smelled alcohol on 
Sheffer that night. A Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol 
officer said when asked 
after the wreck if he had 
been drinking Sheffer 
replied, “Yes, too much.”

MISSING KRISTY
Harrington accepted 

the sentencing agree-
ment from Blount County 
Assistant District Attor-
ney General J. Scott Stuart 

Sentenced 
to 22 years
Sheffer gets time for wreck 
that killed Maryville woman

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
CHad ErIC SHEFFEr, 42, was sentenced Friday in Blount County 
Circuit Court to 22 years in prison for a 2018 Topside Road 
wreck that killed 28-year-old Kristy M. Strickland and injured 
her brother, Thomas Daniele. The Lenoir City man with four 
previous DUI convictions pleaded guilty to charges of aggra-
vated vehicular homicide, vehicular homicide by recklessness 
and aggravated vehicular assault.
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SEE WRECK, 3A

SEE TIMELINE, 3A

Maryville lets loose 
against Science Hill

Alcoa loses shutout 
streak, advances

Greenback keeps high 
ground against Unaka 

D-B avoids 
Govs upset bid


