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Blount’s McGhee Tyson 
Airport recently became 
a parking spot for an icon-
ic New England football 
team’s branded 767 plane, 
and residents are wonder-
ing why.

According to Patriots’ 
Vice President of Media 
Relations Stacey James, 
team planes are used 
throughout the offseason, 
but usually not by the team.

“We use a charter ser-
vice that helps operate 
the plane,” James said in 
a phone interview Thurs-
day. “During the offseason, 
we allow them to use the 
plane for other charter-
ing purposes. And in this 
case, the majority of flights 
they do in the offseason are 
with the U.S. Department 
of Defense.”

He added the Patriots 
don’t officially confirm 
what each plane is used for 
but, “in all likelihood,” it 
was being used by the DOD.

Military officials con-
firmed the aircraft arrived 
recently at the Alcoa air-
base and that it was being 
used to transport troops.

This is nothing new.

Patriots team planes 
have been used in the past 
to transport troops, some-
thing James explained is a 
great thematic pairing.

“It’s a pretty cool thing to 
get on,” he said. “With the 
patriotism of our military, 
to get on a Patriots plane 
for their domestic and 
even international flights, 
the feedback’s been very 
positive.”

A fringe benefit of having 
the plane in the air during 
the offseason is mainte-
nance: Planes need to keep 
flying to stay healthy.

“Like a car, you don’t just 
leave it in a garage for six 
months and then plan on 
driving it around,” James 
explained. “You’ve got to 
keep it running.”

Even though the commer-
cial airport shares a foot-
print with the 134th Air 
Refueling Wing at McGhee 
Tyson Air National Guard 
Base, spokesman Lt. Col. 
Travers Hurst said the 
plane was not being used 
to transport troops from 
the 134th.

FOLLOW @ARJONESREPORTS 
on Facebook and Twitter for 
more from city government 
reporter Andrew Jones.

Why is a New 
England Patriots 
plane at McGhee 
Tyson Airport?

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
A NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS’ 767 sits on the parking ramp on 
Wednesday afternoon at McGhee Tyson Airport.
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More than a year after COVID-19 
began to take a toll on scouting, 
troop leaders are looking forward 
to the coming school year to recruit 
new members.

Last year across 27 Boy Scouts of 
America units in Blount County, 
enrollment was down 46%, with 
enrollment for Cub Scouts, in kin-
dergarten through grade five, down 
61%, according to David Williams, 
scout executive for the Great Smoky 

Mountain Council.
Girl Scout enrollment in the East 

Tennessee region was down about 
30%, Director Heather Mazzouc-
colo said.

The New York Times reported 

July 1 that combined nationwide, 
the Boy Scouts of America and Girl 
Scouts have lost about 1.9 million 
members since 2019, with youth 

Boy Scout, Girl Scouts look to ramp up enrollment

COURTESY OF LITTLE RIVER GIRL SCOUTS
CADETTE GIRL SCOUT HELPERS Brooke Marshall and Kija Burr lead Daisy Girl Scout campers Lydia Walker (front), Maybel Nelson, 
Sophia Brown and others on a walk through the Springbrook Park with their homemade bedrolls during last month’s day camps.

MORE SCOUTING INFORMATION
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS: www.girlscoutcsa.

org. Blount County families also can email Sarah Shepherd at 
blountgscookies@gmail.com.

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN COUNCIL BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA: www.
easttnscouts.org

Scouting for members
MARYVILLE FAMILY RUNS 12 RACES IN 11 STATES OVER 12 DAYS. 1 B

SEE SCOUTS, 5A
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Following Blount County Prop-
erty Assessor Tim Helton’s resig-
nation earlier this week, the coun-
ty now faces the task of replacing 
a crucial elected official.

Helton was reelected to the 
position in 2020 for a four-year 
term. With his resignation set 
to go into effect Aug. 31, county 
commissioners will need to find 
someone to take up the mantle 
until an election to select his suc-
cessor can be held.

“The County Commission will 

vote to accept the resignation at 
next week’s meeting,” explained 
Blount County Administrator of 
Elections Susan Knopf. “Then 
they will appoint someone to 
fill the vacancy until next year’s 
election.”

The position will be included 
on the county primary ballot on 
May 3 and will be filled by the 
winner of the Aug. 4, 2022, elec-
tion. However, Knopf explained 
the 2022 election will only be for 
the two years remaining in Hel-
ton’s term, rather than the office’s 
full four-year term.

“The office will be filled for a 

two-year term, then there will 
be another election in 2024 to 
get back in line with the presi-
dential election cycle,” explained 
Knopf. “That election will be for 
the regular four-year term.”

Anyone wishing to run for prop-
erty assessor will need to pick up 
a petition, which will be avail-
able starting Dec. 20, barring any 
delays due to redistricting. The 
candidate qualifying deadline for 
the May primary is Feb. 17.

Before any of those steps can 
take place, Blount County Com-
mission will need to formal-
ly accept Helton’s resignation. 

Then commissioners can start the 
process of appointing an interim 
property assessor to serve until 
the election. Officials say they are 
currently “fine tuning the details” 
of what that process will entail.

During Tuesday’s commission 
workshop, Chief Deputy Property 
Assessor Trevor McMurray sub-
mitted his name for consideration 
for the interim position.

McMurray has worked in his 
current position for three years 
and has been employed at the 
property assessor’s office since 
2002.

While speaking to the commis-

sion, McMurray shed some light 
on the challenges the property 
assessor’s office will face in the 
coming months.

“During this brief interim peri-
od, the office will begin a 2023 
reappraisal,” McMurray said. “We 
all understand how extremely 
important this process is to the 
county’s tax base.”

McMurray went on to highlight 
his previous experience with the 
process and why he believes he 
would be the right person to lead 
the property assessor’s office 

Blount commission deals with fallout from Helton’s resignation

SEE FALLOUT, 5A
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