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The latest black bear cub 
to arrive at Townsend’s 
Appalachian Bear Rescue 
did so Tuesday afternoon, 
joining seven other cubs and 
three yearlings, placing resi-
dency now at 11.

The bear, named Jessa-
mine, was brought here from 
South Carolina by airplane, 
said Dana Dodd, executive 
director of ABR. The bear’s 
other family members had 
been hit by a car, she said, 
and this one had climbed a 
tree, not intending to come 
down anytime soon.

Wildlife officials in South 

Carolina had to dart the 
small bear to complete 
the rescue. She weighs 19 
pounds.

On board the plane that 
went to retrieve Jessa-
mine were ABR curator 
Coy Blair, the pilot and Dr. 
Andrew Cushing, a veteri-
narian from the Universi-
ty of Tennessee College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The 
flight back to Sevier County 
took about 30 minutes.

Once on the ground, ABR 
officials took the cub to its 
facility. She joins two other 
cubs, Bentley and Dande-
lion, in their cub nursery. 
These siblings are from 
Polk County. Another ABR 

cub house is home to the 
“party of five” as they have 
come to be referred to on 
social media. The beary 
triplets — Blackbeary, Blue-
beary and Hucklebeary — 
along with two cubs res-
cued from Louisiana, Beig-
net and Boudreaux.

Iris, Sweetie and Daffo-
dil are the yearlings being 
housed in ABR’s wild enclo-
sure. They are 17 months 
old. The three females have 
adapted well to being in the 
same enclosed area, ABR 
officials have said. Hart-
ley, also a yearling, was 
returned to the wild back in 
May after making a remark-
able recovery. He came into 

ABR on Feb. 14 with severe 
fur loss and weighed only 11 
pounds. He was returned to 
the wild in Kentucky weigh-
ing a healthy 73.6 pounds.

ABR takes in orphaned 
black bears and nur-
tures them back to health 
before releasing them back 
into the wild. They have 
received bears from states 
across the Southeast. UT 
provides the medical care 
for them. There are four 
curators at ABR — Blair, 
Tom Faulkner, Janet Dal-
ton and David Whitehead.

It costs about $3,000 to 
rehabilitate each bear, more 
if they require specialized 
care at UTCVM.

ABR takes in female cub from South Carolina

COURTESY OF APPALACHIAN BEAR RESCUE
APPALACHIAN BEAR RESCUE’S NEWEST bear, Jessamine, was brought 
to the rescue center Tuesday from South Carolina.
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To many it might seem that hemp, 
controversial for years when caught 
up in a web of marijuana laws, is 
trendy, with CBC now common on 
store shelves.

You might say that when the Ten-
nessee Industrial Hemp Agricul-
tural Pilot Program was authorized 
with passage of the Agricultural Act 
of 2014, hemp was conceived as a 
farming business.

You could note that with the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018, a 
fledgling hemp industry was born 
in the U.S.

Add to that the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s hemp pro-
gram changes announced June 3 to 
better serve producers. All marked 
the emerging history of hemp as an 
agricultural product in Tennessee.

Just don’t tell Ryan Rush that the 
hemp industry has “matured.”

“It has exploded. Not matured. It’s 
exploded. OK?” Rush said, making 
an instant correction.

OK. He should know. His personal 
history goes back to 2012 when his 
brother John was diagnosed with 
cancer. What his brother had was 
bad enough.

“It was grim,” Ryan Rush said. 
What the family didn’t have made 
it even worse — the money need-
ed to cover the cost of traditional 
medical care.

What Ryan learned — driven by 
desperation, it would be fair to say 
— about the reputed benefits of can-
nabidiol (CBD) turned him into a 
farmer. A small farmer by any mea-
sure, but an artisan grower with a 
mission.

Hemp ‘explosion’ has some roots in Blount County

RYAN RUSH WITH RUSH Hemp Farms exam-
ines leaves on some of his hemp plants 
at his Maryville business.

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
RUSH HEMP FARMS IN Maryville will benefit from new rules governing hemp production.

To greener pastures
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After recent losses and 
lack of growth in revenue 
Alcoa has now raised its 
property tax rate from 
$1.96 to match Maryville’s 
rate at $2.27.

Alcoa commission-
ers voted to approve the 
fiscal 2020 budget and 
subsequent property tax 
increase with a three-vote 
majority Tuesday night.

Commissioners Jim 
Buchanan and Vaughn 
Belcher voted no on the 
resolution after expressing 
their fear the tax increase 
may have a significant 
impact on the communi-
ty, especially those living 
in poverty.

“This tax increase is 
to replace the revenues 
we’ve basically lost in 
actual dollars and lack 
of growth in our reve-
nues over the past three 
or four years,” City Man-
ager Mark Johnson told 
commissioners. “It gets 
us some things we need to 
have and hopefully it will 
bridge the gap between 
where we are right now 
and the new development 
that we anticipate going 
on over the course of the 
next couple of years.”

Johnson told gathered 
city officials during a May 
budget workshop that a 
combination of issues had 
damaged the city’s fiscal 
intake including an error 
in airport revenue, losses 
resulting from a combina-
tion of the state’s inter-
net sales tax system and 
Alcoa’s demographics, 

current property taxes 
and consumption taxes.

The result left the city 
nearly $1 million in the red.

Johnson showed in his 
presentation there were 
two ways to manage 
the situation: either cut 
spending or raise revenue. 
He argued that because 
a cut in spending would 
have meant a reduction 
in services and raising 
sales taxes was not feasi-
ble, property taxes would 
have to go up.

Comparing current rates 
to neighboring govern-
ments, Johnson showed 
how, over time, Alcoa 
had dropped its rate to 
$1.96 where it has stayed 
consistently since 2009. 
Maryville and Blount 
County’s rates have fluctu-
ated over the year and now 
sit at $2.27 for Maryville 
and $2.47 for the county.

He went on to note there 
were two theories of tax 
increases. Some govern-
ments choose to increase 
taxes gradually and some 
to increase when needed. 
He said Alcoa had chosen 
the “when needed” model, 
moments later posing the 
question “what will our 
citizens think?”

Johnson then showed 
responses from Alcoans 
rating the value of city ser-
vices for tax dollars, show-
ing 88.3% found these to 
be good or excellent. A 
total 96.1% of Alcoa’s 
population rated the 
city a good or excellent 
“overall place to live,” 
statistics from Johnson’s 

Alcoa votes to  
raise property  
taxes 31 cents
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