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SAN FRANCISCO — In a first-
of-its kind experiment, San Fran-
cisco prosecutors are turning to 
artificial intelligence to reduce 
racial bias in the courts, adopt-
ing a system that strips certain 
identifying details from police 
reports and leaves only key facts 
to govern charging decisions.

District Attorney George Gas-
con announced Wednesday that 
his office will begin using the 
technology in July to “take race 
out of the equation” when decid-
ing whether to accuse suspects 
of a crime.

Criminal-justice experts say 
they have never heard of any 
project like it, and they applaud-
ed the idea as a creative, bold 
effort to make charging practices 
more colorblind.

Gascon’s office worked with 
data scientists and engineers at 
the Stanford Computational Pol-
icy Lab to develop a system that 
takes electronic police reports 
and automatically removes a sus-
pect’s name, race and hair and 
eye colors. The names of wit-
nesses and police officers will 
also be removed, along with spe-
cific neighborhoods or districts 
that could indicate the race of 
those involved.

“The criminal-justice system 
has had a horrible impact on 
people of color in this country, 
especially African Americans, 
for generations,” Gascon said 
in an interview ahead of the 
announcement. “If all prosecu-
tors took race out of the picture 
when making charging decisions, 
we would probably be in a much 
better place as a nation than we 
are today.”

Gascon said his goal was to 
develop a model that could be 
used elsewhere, and the technol-
ogy will be offered free to other 
prosecutors across the country.
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Words like “apprentice” and 
“manufacturing” may sound like 
something from a history lesson 
to some teens, but they’re discov-
ering those could be their future.

Last week eight rising juniors and 
seniors toured five local business-
es to see some of today’s career 
options as part of “Dream It. Do 
It. Tennessee,” encouraging young 
people to join the advanced manu-
facturing workforce.

On June 6, they visited AESSEAL 
in Rockford, which presently has 
about 90 employees and is training 
workers for a third shift.

The North American headquar-
ters for a business based in the 

United Kingdom designs and 
makes mechanical seals, a key 
component in areas ranging from 
hot tubs to petrochemical plants.

The business uses computer-
aided manufacturing and needs 
workers with the skills to run 
CNC (computer numeric control) 

machines that mill the high-pre-
cision parts as well as to design 
custom parts with software such 
as Solid Edge.

Accuracy is so critical that a 
part’s measurements must be with-
in 1/1,000 of an inch—one-fourth 
the depth of a sheet of paper, Burt 
Galbraith explained to the students 
in AESSEAL’s quality assurance 
department.

During the week students also 
visited DENSO, Arconic, Newell 
Rubbermaid and Del Conca, a tile 
manufacturer in Loudon.

In the afternoons at Pellissip-
pi State Community College in 
Friendsville the students had 
hands-on opportunities to work 
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Springbrook Farm devel-
opment plans are taking a 
more and more visible shape 
as Alcoa commissioners 
have now moved forward 
plans to rezone the land for 
several different types of 
development.

Alcoa’s board of commis-
sioners voted unanimously 
Tuesday to approve on first 
reading an amendment to 
the city’s zoning ordinance 
changing what are currently 
“heavy industrial” and “lim-
ited restriction” districts 
to districts allowing three 
types of development.

The rezoned sections of 
the land are set to be used 
for “commercial develop-
ment,” “mixed use” and 
“open space,” the resolu-
tion for amendment shows.

Most of the land on the 
Springbrook Farm proper-
ty will be part of this rezon-
ing process, but the resolu-
tion specifically names six 
different areas that will be 
affected.

A master plan for the 
whole project shows three 
of these area marked to be 
“open space” will be a rec-
reational area across Lodge 
Street from Alcoa Interme-
diate School, a detention 
pond in the bend of Hall 
Road as it turns into Alcoa 
Highway and a small wood-
ed area near where Pistol 
Creek passes under Hall 
Road. The three other areas 
include large swaths of land 
set to be used for commer-
cial and mixed use devel-
opment.

“We need to do this before 
we have the businesses com-
ing into that area, right?” 
Commissioner Vaughn 
Belcher asked before the 
vote.

“Yes,” City Manager Mark 
Johnson replied. “A lot of the 
out-of-state businesses espe-
cially can run into some-
times two, three years trying 
to get something rezoned. 
When they see something 
was not zoned properly they 
get nervous about that.”

Johnson said the city has 
not been “in any hurry” 
about rezoning the property 
which has been subdivided 
into larger tracts, he added.

Movement toward a prop-
erly zoned Springbrook 
Farm is set to pave the way 
for developers who Johnson 
indicated later in the meet-
ing may start work as early 
as this summer.

City Planner Jeremy Pear-
son confirmed to Johnson 
during the meeting that plat-
ting of the area would begin 
first and hopefully develop-
ment would follow.

After the city’s vote later in 
the meeting to raise proper-
ty taxes from $1.96 per $100 
of assessed value to $2.27, 
city officials have empha-
sized the importance of the 
Springbrook Farm devel-
opment to the city’s fiscal 
future.

Its fiscal present and past 
has had its share of struggles 
after 2019 expenses went 
nearly $1 million over bud-
get, partially prompting the 
property tax hike.

Expressing concerns for 
Alcoa’s community, com-
missioners Ken White and 
Jim Buchanan voted not 
to approve the budget and 
included tax raise. The rest 
of the commission voted yes 
Tuesday.

A variety of different 
developments are planned 
for the Springbrook Farm 
area according to real estate 
officials involved. The area 
is set essentially to be a kind 
of city center for Alcoa.

San Francisco prosecutors turn to AI to reduce racial bias

Alcoa moves forward 
on West Plant rezoning 
to help development

Students explore opportunities in manufacturing
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BuRT GaLBRaITh shOWs hIGh school students how he checks the quality of parts on June 6 at AESSEAL Inc. in Rockford. 
The tour last week was part of the Young Manufacturers Academy through Pellissippi State Community College.
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saN FRaNCIsCO dIsTRICT aTTORNEY George Gascon talks about the implementation 
of an artificial intelligence tool to remove potential for bias in charging decisions 
during a news conference on Wednesday in San Francisco. 
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