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By daVId RIsING
The Associated Press

BERLIN — A 95-year-old 
former Nazi concentration 
camp guard deported from 
Tennessee has agreed to 
be questioned by German 
prosecutors as they re-
examine whether there is 
enough evidence against 
him to bring charges, 
authorities said Monday.

Friedrich Karl Berger 
arrived Saturday in Frank-
furt on a special flight from 
the U.S. after being ordered 
deported to his native Ger-
many by a court in Mem-
phis last year.

He was met by Hesse 
state police detectives at 
the airport and told them 
he would be willing to be 
questioned by investigators 
with a lawyer present, said 
Bernd Kolkmeier, spokes-
man for the Celle prosecu-
tor’s office, which is han-
dling the case.

Organizing counsel and 
ensuring they are up to 

speed on the facts will take 
time, however, so the earli-
est such an interview would 
take place would be next 
month, Kolkmeier said.

A U.S. immigration judge 
ordered Berger deported a 
year ago after finding that 
his “willing service as an 
armed guard of prisoners 
at a concentration camp 
where persecution took 
place” constituted assis-
tance in Nazi-sponsored 
persecution.

The court found that 
Berger, who had been living 
in the U.S. since 1959, had 
served at a camp in Mep-
pen, Germany, near the bor-

der with the Netherlands, 
which was a subcamp of 
the larger Neuengamme 
concentration camp near 
Hamburg.

It said during the winter 
of 1945, prisoners in Mep-
pen were held in “atro-
cious” conditions and 
were exploited for outdoor 
forced labor, working “to 
the point of exhaustion and 
death.”

Berger admitted to Ameri-
can investigators that he 
served in Meppen as a 
guard for a few weeks near 
the end of the war but said 

Germany: Nazi guard deported from US agrees to be questioned

JENS MEYER | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
PeOPLe WaLK BeHINd THe writing “Holocaust” during the interna-
tional Holocaust remembrance day Jan. 27, 2020, in the former 
Nazi concentration camp Buchenwald near Weimar, Germany. 

Friedrich Karl
Berger

Berger, 95, served 
as a Nazi guard at a 
concentration camp 
in WWII.

By HeaTHeR HOLLINGsWORTH 
and TaMMy WeBBeR
The Associated Press

The COVID-19 death toll in the 
U.S. topped 500,000 Monday, a stag-
gering number that all but matches 
the number of Americans killed in 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam 
combined.

The U.S. recorded an estimated 
405,000 deaths in World War II, 
58,000 in the Vietnam War and 
36,000 in the Korean War.

President Joe Biden held a sun-
set moment of silence and a can-
dle-lighting ceremony at the White 
House and ordered American flags 

US tops 500,000 virus deaths, matching three wars’ toll

JAE C. HONG | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
ROMeLIa NaVaRRO, 64, WeePs while hugging her husband, Antonio, in his final moments in a COVID-19 unit July 31 at St. Jude 
Medical Center in Fullerton, California. The U.S. death toll from COVID-19 has almost topped 500,000 — a number so stag-
gering that a top health researcher says it is hard to imagine an American who hasn’t lost a relative or doesn’t know some-
one who died.

CHaPLaIN KRIsTIN MICHeaLseN HOLds the hand of a deceased COVID-19 patient while 
talking on the phone with the patient’s family member Jan. 9 at Providence Holy 
Cross Medical Center in the Mission Hills section of Los Angeles. 

By aMy BeTH MILLeR
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Blount Memorial plans 
to start giving COVID-19 
vaccines to K-12 school 
employees on Friday.

Maryville City Schools 
employees will be among 
the first up, and by noon 
Monday, 459 had select-
ed an appointment, MCS 
Assistant Director Amy 
Vagnier said.

Local public schools pre-
viously had been planning 
on campus vaccines for 
staff. Now Blount Memo-
rial has coordinated with 
the Maryville, Alcoa and 
Blount County districts as 
well as Greenback School, 
Clayton-Bradley Academy 
and Maryville Christian 
School.

Maryville employees 
will have a reserved lot for 
parking at Blount Memo-
rial Hospital and receive 
the shots in the auditorium 
from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

They will complete the 
vaccine signature form 
and return it to their 
schools in advance.

G re e n ba c k  S c h o o l 
employees have the 
option of receiving the 
shot Friday at Blount 
Memorial or Saturday 
through the Loudon 
County Health Depart-
ment, according to Prin-
cipal Mike Casteel.

While Blount Memorial 
has given other schools 
tentative dates and times, 
those won’t be confirmed 
until the vaccine doses 
arrive, spokesman Josh 

West explained.
The COVID-19 vaccine 

clinic for Blount County 
Schools employees ten-
tatively is scheduled for 
6 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 6, at East Tennes-
see Medical Group in 
Alcoa.

When Blount Memorial 
confirms the number of 
vaccines available, the dis-
trict plans to have employ-
ees register through an 
email link on Monday, 
March 1.

In an earlier survey, 
about 1,130 of an estimat-
ed 1,700 BCS employees 
had expressed interest in 
receiving the vaccine.

At ETMG on a Saturday, 
when the physician side 
of the office typically is 
closed, Blount Memorial 
can vaccinate 175-200 an 
hour, West said.

Alcoa City Schools tenta-
tively is scheduled for Fri-
day, March 5, with Blount 
Memorial, but Director 
Becky Stone noted K-12 
personnel also can sched-
ule appointments with the 
Blount County Health 
Department.

Appointments with 
county health depart-
ments can be scheduled 
through the state online 
at covid19.tn.gov.

Corie Gouge, a spokes-
woman for the Tennessee 
Department of Health’s 
Eastern Division said 
Monday that they had 
been able to deliver vac-
cines sooner than expect-
ed to people who had 
signed up.

Blount Memorial 
to start COVID-19 
shots for school 
staff this Friday
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