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BY AMY BETH MILLER
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Alcoa City Schools is poised 
to begin the search for its next 
director, hiring a consultant this 
week to lead the process.

The Alcoa Board of Education 
is paying $7,000 to Wayne Qualls 
to help find a successor to Direc-
tor Brian Bell, who announced 
in June that he will retire at the 
end of this school year.

When asked by board members 
if he is related to Jane Qualls, 
who served as ACS director from 
1999-2004, Wayne said he knows 
her and “We’re probably kin,” 
given the unusual name.

He is familiar to educators 
across Tennessee, having served 

as education commissioner and 
on the state Board of Regents. 
Qualls has been a principal and 
superintendent and has repre-
sented schools before the state 
legislature.

“After 51 years there’s not too 
many people, particularly in Ten-
nessee, that’s involved in educa-
tion that either I don’t know or 
I know somebody that knows 
them,” Qualls said, although he 
also helped Hawkins County hire 
a candidate from Los Angeles.

This will be Qualls’ 45th time 
helping a district hire a new 
director over the past 15 years, 
having worked for Jefferson, 
Roane and Hawkins counties, 
as well as Bristol, Kingsport ant 
Collierville schools.

The Alcoa school board unani-
mously voted to hire Qualls dur-
ing a special called meeting July 
29 and met with him during a 
work session Monday, Aug. 19, 
to sign the contract.

ONLINE SURVEY LIKELY
Qualls plans to meet individu-

ally with board members next 
month, sessions that won’t be 
public.

By mid-November, Qualls 
expects to have the criteria the 
board wants for the next director.

“You may want to stipulate, 
we want someone who’s been 
a principal of a school,” Qualls 
said as an example. “My expe-
rience is principals of schools, 
probably that’s one of the high-

est credentials for a director of 
schools you can have, particularly 
high school. Absolutely. I say it 
all the time, the hardest job in a 
school system is a high school 
principal.”

To gather input, Qualls said 
most of the time public meetings 
are poorly attended and “most 
of the time it’s people with axes 
to grind.” However, they could 
invite educators to a session he 
would lead.

One option that worked well 
in Bristol, he said, was an online 
survey. That received about 800 
responses, about 60% from edu-
cators and the rest from parents 
and other community members.

“They were totally blown out by 
what the people said we want to 

see in the director, versus what 
they thought,” he said. Technol-
ogy ranked nine. Trust, commu-
nication and respect came out 
on top. Data analysis was No. 8.

Alcoa board members appeared 
to be interested in the online 
option. Board member Clayton 
Bledsoe said educators would 
probably be more comfortable 
offering their opinions that way, 
too.

Alcoa will likely advertise the 
position through the end of the 
year. Qualls recommended post-
ing the job opening through the 
Tennessee Organization of School 
Superintendents, a forum that 
will be viewed by people from 

CORRECTION
The Daily Times incorrectly stated Wednesday that the 

Townsend Traveler would be inserted inside. The fall 
edition of the magazine is available only through the 
Townsend Visitor Center and select Townsend businesses.
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Several  private and 
Maryville government-
initiated projects passed 
planning votes this week, 
chief among them the 
approval to build a multi-
million-dollar substation 
in the city limits.

Maryville planning com-
missioners in a Monday 
meeting unanimously 
approved a site plan for 
an electric substation on 
West Lamar Alexander 
Parkway, a project slated 
to cost around $8 million.

It was introduced in 
2020 budget talks and is 
the largest project for the 
electric department this 
year.

“Regional utility facili-
ties such as the substation 
require a special exception 
from the Board of Zoning 
Appeals,” City Planner 
Jordan Clark explained 
to planning commission-
ers. “The BZA did grant 
that special exception this 
April, so now they’re com-
ing to you all with a site 
plan because it is in the 
parkway overlay district.”

The substation is set back 
from the highway and is 
restricted by flood zones 
and electric line ease-

ments, commissioners 
noted.

“There was an attempt 
several years ago to devel-
op that property and that 
was one of the limiting 
factors,” Clark agreed. 
“If you go out there now, 
you can see it had already 
been graded in that previ-
ous attempt. It’s not a lot 
of usable area.”

The city is moving out of 
its current substation com-
plex on Tennessee Valley 
Authority land across the 
way on Big Springs Road. 
It will purchase two new 
transformers at $1 mil-
lion apiece for the new  
site.

Ci ty  Manager  Greg 
McClain told commission-
ers the city just received 
bids for the transformers 
and estimated the whole 
project could take between 
18 months to two years to 
complete.

Moving to its own site 
will give Maryville the 
ability to operate its sub-
station independently. 
Though the site recently 
was due for an update, offi-
cials decided it was time 
to develop their own area, 
a plan that has been dis-
cussed for decades.

Maryville approves 
plans for subdivisions, 
substation, Brackins 
building refacing

SEE PLANS, 3A

Alcoa Board of Education hires consultant for director search
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Sean Patrick Foley says 
he began taping his conver-
sations with other people 
because a former boss’s 
inadequate instructions 
almost got him fired.

His fate now rests, in part, 
on whether a tape — a bare-
ly audible, narrated, 34-min-
ute recording of a conversa-
tion where his former girl-
friend negotiated a sexual 
act with Jimmy L. Shelton 
before Foley shot Shelton 
to death — also recorded a 
consensual act or rape on 
Aug. 28, 2018.

Foley, 25, cried on the wit-
ness stand during the sec-

ond day of his first-degree 
murder trial as Blount 
County prosecutors Ryan 
Desmond and Tracy Jenkins 
played portions of the tape, 
where 26-year-old Miranda 
Goddard tried to stop Foley 
from shooting the 44-year-
old Beaver Drive resident.

She was heard screaming 
“No!” six times and crying 
in the background before 
Foley told a dispatcher 
he shot Shelton after he 
charged him and grabbed 
the gun.

“He was trying to (exple-
tive) rape you for a car!” 
Foley screamed on the tape.

The nature of Shelton 

Accused killer Foley takes witness stand
TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES

SEAN PATRICK FOLEY LISTENS to testimony Wednesday during his murder trial.

Recording debated

SEE TRIAL, 5A
MIRANDA GODDARD TAKES THE stand for the prosecu-
tion Wednesday in the Sean Patrick Foley murder trial.
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