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e great cornbread debate at Maf;

BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

If you crave a meaty discussion over
the Thanksgiving table, skip canned
versus fresh cranberry sauce or dress-
ing versus stuffing. Cornbread is a topic
people can really dig into.

Maryville College freshmen proved
that Monday with a discussion in the
first-year seminar titled “Butter My Bis-
cuits: An Exploration of Southern Food.”

A couple of the teens had never tasted
cornbread before the samples assistant

professor Kristen Riggsbee served, and
about half grew up with sweet cornbread
on their family dinner table.

After sampling the sweet version for
the first time, however, Walker Settles
declared, “I would never eat that again.”

Articles, videos and podcasts assigned
earlier gave the students background
for a wide-ranging discussion over the
next half hour, covering ground such as
how the corn plant was domesticated
— “patural GMO stuff,” the professor
noted — the change the Industrial Revo-
lution brought to milling, the addition
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BY DAVID KOENIG
AP Airlines Writer

DALLAS — Determined to reclaim
Thanksgiving traditions that were put
on pause last year by the pandemic, mil-
lions of Americans will be loading up their
cars or piling onto planes to gather again
with friends and family.

The number of air travelers this week
is expected to approach or even exceed
pre-pandemic levels, and auto club AAA
predicts that 48.3 million people will travel
at least 50 miles from home over the holi-
day period, an increase of nearly 4 mil-
lion over last year despite sharply higher
gasoline prices.

Many feel emboldened by the fact that
nearly 200 million Americans are now
fully vaccinated. But it also means brush-
ing aside concerns about a resurgent virus
at a time when the U.S. is now averaging
nearly 100,000 new infections a day and
hospitals in Michigan, Minnesota, Colo-
rado and Arizona are seeing alarming
increases in patients.
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of different ingredients and multiple
cooking styles.

“It's a multicultural practice, and it
was here with the indigenous people,”
Riggsbee noted.

She told the students the British ini-
tially thought the North American maize
was inedible. “It took indigenous people
and other cultures showing us how to
actually utilize corn, and it has become
what it is today,” she said.
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More than 2.2 million travelers streamed
through airport checkpoints last Friday,
the busiest day since the pandemic dev-
astated travel early last year. From Friday
through Monday, the number of people
flying in the U.S. was more than double
the same days last year and only 8% lower
than the same days in 2019.

At Newark Liberty International Airport
in New Jersey, Peter Titus, an engineer at
the Princeton University plasma physics
lab, was heading to visit extended family
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Many environmentalists back Biden's move ftt

BY MATTHEW DALY
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrats
and climate activists generally
supported President Joe Biden'’s
decision to release a record 50
million barrels of oil from Ameri-
ca’s strategic reserve, even as the
move appeared to contradict his
long-term vision of combating
climate change.

The U.S. action, announced
Tuesday in coordination with
countries such as India, the
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United Kingdom and China, is
aimed at global energy markets
and helping lower gasoline prices
that have risen more than a dol-
lar per gallon since January. But
it could also undermine Biden’s
climate goals, including a 50%
cutin greenhouse gas emissions
by 2030.

Some leading climate hawks,
however, said they were not con-
cerned by the move because they
see it as a short-term fix to meet
a specific problem. Sen. Ed Mar-
key, D-Mass., who has focused

on combating climate change,
said Biden was “taking effective
action to protect Americans from
oil price gouging” even as the
administration continues to boost
renewable energy that it hopes
will eventually mean less depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

“This is what reserves are
for — defending our economy
against disruption,” Markey
tweeted. “Profiteering can’'t go
unanswered, especially as Big
Oil makes billions and fuels the
climate crisis through exports.”
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The Strategic Petroleum
Reserve is an emergency stock-
pile to preserve access to oil in
case of natural disasters, national
security issues and other events.
Maintained by the Energy Depart-
ment, the reserves are stored in
caverns created in salt domes
along the Texas and Louisiana
Gulf Coasts. There are roughly
605 million barrels of petroleum
in the reserve.

Markey and other Democrats
had urged Biden to release oil
from the reserve to ease prices on
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consumers. There have also been
calls on the president to reinstate
a ban on crude oil exports that
was lifted in 2015. Biden has made
no move to reimpose the export
ban, which was repealed by con-
gressional Republicans in a bid to
assert U.S. energy dominance and
promote domestic production.
Biden has authority under the
legislation to declare an emergen-
cy and limit or stop oil exports for
up to a year but is not expected
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