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By MELaNiE TUCKEr
melt@thedailytimes.com

It’s 8 a.m. in Nogales, Arizona, 
as 19-year-old Maryvillian Kirk-
sey Dalen Croft loads the back of 
a vehicle with supplies for an all-
day mission.

She and some others head out for 
the scorching desert to make water 
drops for migrants who might be 
trying to make their way from 
Mexico and into the United States. 
On some nights, they camp in the 
desert. She doesn’t meet any trav-
elers on this trek, but evidence of 
their presence is starkly evident. 
As they walk along one of the trails 
used by the migrants, crosses and 
memorials come into plain view.

“We’re walking in the middle of 
nowhere in the desert and all of a 
sudden, there are six crosses right 
there,” she said by phone Thurs-
day. “Seeing them became normal 
even though this is so not normal.”

The immigration debate wages 
on in this country, pitting the left 
against the right. But Croft said it’s 
become too politicized. These are 
human beings dying for a chance 
at hope, she said.

“Even though the immigration 
debate is so opinionated, it is not 
right to want people to die in the 
desert,” she said.

Croft, a junior at Maryville Col-
lege and graduate of Maryville 
High School, has been at the U.S.-
Mexican border since June 23. She 
is serving as an intern for Bor-
der Community Alliance, a non-
profit, nonpartisan organization 
that focuses on social and cul-
tural issues. She, along with four 
other interns from other parts 
of the country, will be there for 

another month, crossing back 
and forth along the border to 
learn what’s going on and how  
to help.

A DETAINEE SPEAKS OUT
Every day presents one more 

emotional challenge, this college 
student said. This past Saturday, 

Croft was able to visit a detainee 
at the Eloy Detention Center near 
Tucson. She was shocked at who 
she found there.

“We visited with an inmate who 
had been detained there for four 
months,” Croft said. “We talked 

Maryville native 
explores human 
side of nation’s 
border crisis
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KirKSEy CrOFT STaNdS aT the border wall between Mexico and the United States. 
She is serving an internship, coming into contact with the human side of the issue.

By ViCTOria aLdriCH
victoria.aldrich@thedailytimes.com

Summertime is a time to relax, 
head outdoors and have fun.

It also increases the chances 
of accidents that strain regional 
blood supplies even under the 
best of conditions.

Knoxvi l le-based MEDIC 
Regional Blood Bank, which 
serves 25 hospitals in 22 counties 
across the state, faces a critical 
shortage, an official said.

Marketing Director Kristy Alt-
man said blood supplies dropped 

to a critical level on Wednesday 
after a spate of incidents across 
the region over the past week.

“During the summer months we 
see a drop in donations,” Altman 
said. “We always have a need in 
the summer, but we’ve seen sev-
eral critical incident responses 
incidents. It’s depleted our sup-
plies. “

The blood bank needs dona-
tions of Type O positive and 
negative blood, along with A 
positive.

The situation is hitting other 
blood banks nationwide, Alt-

man said, noting that the Amer-
ican Red Cross issued a national 
donor request on Tuesday.

The shortage hasn’t affected 
service at Blount Memorial Hos-
pital, which spokesman Josh West 
said uses a conservative product 
selection that ensures patient 
access and complies with usage 
regulations.

“We’ve had no disruptions in 
service,” West said.

Shortages are a normal occur-
rence in the summer and around 
Christmas, when regular donors 
often are out of town.

The hospital partners with 
MEDIC for monthly blood drives.

A bloodmobile will be set up 
from noon to 6 p.m. July 16 at 
Walmart, 1030 Hunters Cross-
ing Drive, Alcoa; from noon to 
7 p.m. July 19 at Walmart, 2410 
U.S. Highway 411 S., Maryville; 
and from noon to 6 p.m. Aug. 7 
in the Blount Memorial Hospital 
auditorium, 907 E. Lamar Alex-
ander Parkway, Maryville.

For a complete list of sites 
throughout 2019, visit https://
www.medicmembers.org/index.
cfm?group=op&es=true.

Appointments may be made 
online.

Donors also can visit MEDIC 
sites at 1601 Ailor Ave., Knox-
ville; 1000 Kingston Pike, Suite 
4 behind PPG Paints in Farragut; 
79 S. Main St., Crossville, and 213 
E. Washington Ave., Suite 104, 
Athens.

For complete location hours, 
visit https://medicblood.org/
donate.

Altman said those who donate 
through Saturday will be entered 
in a drawing for Zoo Knoxville 
and movie passes.

A different lens
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MEDIC Regional Blood Bank faces critical shortage

By SHELBy HarriS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

A new display in the library 
is urging people not to read.

In the lobby of the Blount 
County Public Library, a 
case of well-known books 
sits beneath a sign reading 
“Staff Unpicks.”

Classics such as “Moby 
Dick” and “The Catcher in 
the Rye” and modern fiction 
like “Twilight” were shelved 
in the case with sarcastic 
notes. A note on the cover 
of “Anna Karenina” by Leo 
Tolstoy read, “I was rooting 
for the train by the end of 
this one.”

This cheeky display is not 
a quest to get people not to 
read, but rather, the oppo-
site, library Director K.C. 
Williams explained.

“We’ve had a few confused 
Facebook comments,” Wil-
liams said about the display.

Several people have replied 
to the Facebook post by the 

library, roughly half of whom 
have delivered negative 
reviews about the display.

“I don’t like the idea that 
people should not read a 
book based on one librar-
ian’s opinion,” one Facebook 
user wrote.

The library’s response to 
both these Facebook com-
ments and other complaints 
has been to encourage con-
fused opponents of the dis-
play to head to the library 
and check it out for them-
selves.

This public relations tactic 
is no stranger to the Blount 
County Public Library. Many 
displays have sparked out-
rage among library-goers.

In May, many people, 
including a Republican 
candidate for the Tennes-
see State Senate in 2016 and 
2018, found an LGBT display 
offensive.

This display housed a 

Library display 
sparks controversy
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