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From staff reports

The U.S. 129/U.S. 321 intersec-
tion in Maryville — a central 
access point to numerous shop-
ping centers and restaurants — 
may be getting closer to com-
pletion despite delays related to 
equipment backlogs.

Contractors working for the 
Tennessee Department of Trans-
portation reported they are still 
waiting for traffic signal parts 
they need to replace existing ones. 

The stoplights at the intersec-
tion currently don’t have the 
capacity for dual left turning 

lanes, the city said in a Monday 
press release.

If the parts come in within the 
next two weeks, the intersection 
could be finished by the end of 
January.

The city said the issue is in fact 
a nationwide one, with the signal 
hardware production struggling 
to keep up with demands. With a 
limited number of manufacturers, 
Maryville officials said the lead 
time to order signal poles and 
their components is six to nine 
months or more.

Specifically, Progression Elec-
tric, the contractor for the inter-

section project, is still waiting on 
brackets made to hold the actual 
lights on the mast arms. The city 
said that once crews have these 
parts, it will only take a week to 
finish putting the signals up.

The project began in November 
2018 and originally was slated to 
wrap up in July 2019. Improve-
ments in the area include protect-
ed left turns, an acceleration lane 
and two additional lanes on the 
U.S. Highway 129 bypass from U.S. 
Highway 321 to U.S. Highway 411.

For more information, call 
TDOT’s Maryville field office 
at 865-981-2368.

Maryville: US 129/US 321 intersection completion waiting on signal hardware

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
THe InTeRseCTIOn aT U.s. Highway 321 and U.S. Highway 129 is nearing comple-
tion but has been delayed.
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What may end up being 
the newest addition to 
Maryville downtown’s 
vibrant atmosphere of res-
taurants and businesses 
could see construction 
efforts begin in the com-
ing months, pending some 
financial decisions.

The city’s Downtown 
Design Review Board has 
approved the West Broad-
way Avenue development 
of combined town home 
and retail space which is 
set to be built on a grassy 
area behind the Harper 
Avenue parking garage.

Board members voted 
unanimously Monday 
night to approve the three-
story mixed-use structure 
design by Gary Best & 
Associates Architects.

Plans for the building 
show there will be retail 
and restaurant spaces on 
the first level and a total 
of six town homes on the 
second and third levels.

Gary Best, chair of the 
DDRB, and Harry McIn-
tosh, a board member, 
both stepped down from 
the dais Monday as the 
remaining members heard 
planning staff ’s assess-
ment of the request and 
details about the design.

Best is the owner of the 
architectural firm manag-
ing the design and McIn-
tosh is the building’s proj-
ect lead for West Broad-
way Partners, a group cho-
sen out of two applicants 
to tackle the project.

The only issue planning 
staff expressed was with 
the rear wall, which will be 
almost directly up against 

the garage wall now vis-
ible from West Broad-
way. Senior Planer Kelly 
Duggan said the mate-
rial which is currently 
proposed to be synthetic 
needs to be changed to 
something compliant.

“We are backing up lit-
erally to the garage,” Best 
told the board from the 
podium. “The whole con-
cept for the city when they 
built the garage was for 
this to be developed at 
some point.”

He said the storefronts 
will follow the same 
design as existing, tra-
ditional storefronts and 
buildings on the city’s 
main thoroughfare.

For the town homes, he 
said they will be accessed 
from the parking garage, 
the highest point of which 
will match the height of 
the new building: only 
40 feet tall, according to 
designs.

“Because the top of the 
parking garage is sloped, 
one of them will be so you 
can just walk right in,” 
Best said in an interview 
after the meeting. “The 
others will be a few steps 
up to an alcove that then 
goes into the units.”

“We’ve got several peo-
ple interested in the con-
dos,” McIntosh said to 
board members.

SIX MONTHS TO 
COMPLETE BUT  
NO START DATE

And the retail spaces on 
the first level?

McIntosh also said they 
have discussed the spaces 
with some restaurants and 
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The League of Women 
Voters of Blount County 
said it has done a great 
job of getting voters reg-
istered, but it hasn’t done 
as much to increase voter 
turnout.

That was the message 
from league member 
Marilyn Finley during a 
brainstorming session she 
led at the Blount County 
Library early Saturday.

“We’re here to imagine 
new ways to get reluc-
tant voters to vote,” Fin-
ley said.

Approximately 54% of 
registered voters in Ten-
nessee and 56% of reg-
istered voters in Blount 
County participated in the 
2018 gubernatorial elec-
tion, according to data 

Pushing for action

League of Women Voters look to encourage voters

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
aTTendees WeRe GaTHeRed InTO four working groups Saturday morning during a League of Women Voters brainstorming event 
and given different topics concerning voter turnout to discuss.

MaRILyn FInLey eXPLaIns VOTeR turnout problems facing Blount County during a League of 
Women Voters brainstorming event held at the Blount County Public Library.

Construction on 
hold in downtown 
Maryville pending 
financial details
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