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BY TYLER WOMBLES
tyler.wombles@thedailytimes.com

Local women will have 
an opportunity this week 
to gain skills in protecting 
themselves from assault.

The Blount County Sher-
iff ’s Office will conduct a 
12-hour Rape Aggression 
Defense (RAD) course 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Aug. 
4-6 at the Blount Coun-
ty Justice Center, 940 E. 
Lamar Alexander Parkway, 
Maryville. It’s open to ages 
13 and up; no prior training 
is required, and the class 
is free, but minors must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Organizers are enrolling 

‘I can save myself’
BCSO to host Rape Aggression Defense class this week

COURTESY OF BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
THE BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF’S Office will host a Rape Aggression Defense course Aug. 4-6.

 ATTENDEES TRAIN DURING A previous Rape Aggression Defense course taught by the Blount 
County Sheriff’s Office.

BY LINDA BRADEN ALBERT
for Maryville College

Maryville College students 
interested in pursuing a medi-
cal degree now can gain clinical 
research experience with men-
toring physicians through a new 
collaboration between Maryville 
College and the University of 
Tennessee Medical Center.

CRISP — Clinical Research 
Internship Study Program — is 
headed by Dr. Robert Miller, who 
retired from the Mayo Clinic after 
25 years of service. After moving 
to East Tennessee, he was recruit-
ed by the University of Tennessee 
Medical Center in Knoxville to 
serve as medical director of its 
Division of Radiation Oncology.

Miller reached out to faculty 
members in Maryville College’s 
Division of Natural Sciences and 

Division of Behavioral Sciences 
to work with him in establishing 
this internship program, which is 
similar to one he directed at the 
Minnesota-based Mayo Clinic.

“My experiences with lib-
eral arts pre-medical students 
have shown them to uniformly 
be excellent writers and criti-
cal thinkers,” said Miller, who 
first learned of Maryville College 
while house hunting in Maryville. 
“We’re doing our review man-
uscript on ‘Disparities in Can-
cer Care in Appalachia.’ It’s a bit 
more humanities-focused in that 
it looks at the gaps, where are the 
bad outcomes, and how do we 
tie that to the cultural, economic 
and social history of Appalachia.”

The first internship program 
was held June 14 through July 23.

“The purpose is to expose the 
students to medical research and 

some of the larger issues in can-
cer care ... and evolving areas of 
research,” Miller said.

The students are writing a 
review paper on disparities in 
cancer care in the Appalachians 
and a case report on a rare cancer 
that they will present virtually at 
an upcoming national oncology 
conference.

“The program is a six-week 
course, all virtual still due to 
COVID-19 still, where each week 
the students get two short reading 
assignments on a cancer-relat-
ed topic and we discuss their 
thoughts on the papers at one of 
twice-a-week meetings,” Miller 
said. “I also connect them with a 
medical student or medical resi-
dent-in-training each week to get 
their perspectives on what the 

MC students learn from pre-med internships with UT Medical Center physician

 KAELYN FINNEGAN, WHO GRADUATED 
from Maryville College in May with 
degrees in neuroscience and biochem-
istry, recently participated in a clini-
cal research internship that included 
reviewing disparities in cancer care in 
Appalachia.

COURTESY OF MARYVILLE COLLEGE
NADIA ST. THOMAS, WHO plans to grad-
uate from Maryville College in 2022 
with a degree in biochemistry, recently 
participated in a new Clinical Research 
Internship Study Program.SEE MC, 7A
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BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Even with a law enforce-
ment officer on most cam-
puses and cameras that 
can send live images to the 
Blount County E-911 Com-
munications Center, local 
schools aren’t crime free.

In addition to thefts, van-
dalism and drugs, crimes 
on campus in recent years 
have included aggravated 
assault, “forcible fondling” 
and extortion.

In 2019, 80 school crime 
offenses in Blount Coun-
ty resulted in an arrest, 
according to the Tennes-
see Bureau of Investiga-
tion.

TBI publishes an annu-
al statewide school crime 
study based on informa-
tion law enforcement 
agencies are required to 
submit through the Ten-
nessee Incident Based 
Reporting System.

T h e  D a i l y  T i m e s 
requested from TBI infor-
mation specific to Blount 
County, and received data 
based on reports from the 
Blount County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Maryville Police 
Department, Alcoa Police 
Department and Fifth 
Judicial Drug Task Force 
for 2018-20. With students 
and staff on campus fewer 
days in 2020 because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the numbers are lower for 
that calendar year.

The newspaper request-
ed further information 
from the agencies and 
public school districts, 
and this article is the first 
in a three-part series. 
Monday’s article will 
look at Maryville City 
Schools and Tuesday’s 

at Alcoa City Schools.
The numbers require 

more detail to provide an 
accurate picture.

For example, BCSO 
reported 173 school crime 
offenses in 2019, but BCSO 
explained an administra-
tive error resulted in five 
incidents involving eight 
crimes being reported 
twice.

One BCSO arrest was 
reported twice in 2019, so 
that makes the total across 
all agencies in the county 
79.

A weapons law vio-
lation reported in the 
2020 school crime data 
occurred on Election Day, 
when school was not in 
session. A man posted a 
picture of himself holding 
a pistol with an “I Voted” 
sticker on it in the park-
ing lot of Townsend Ele-
mentary School, a polling 
location.

BCSO said school securi-
ty footage showed the man 
did not enter the school 
with the gun or point it 
at anyone, and the district 
attorney’s office declined 
to prosecute him.

After correcting the 
errors, BCSO reported 164 
crimes on school campus-
es in 128 incidents during 
2019.

One incident with two 
crimes was at the pri-
vate Maryville Christian 
School, with the others 
spread across 15 of the 21 
Blount County Schools 
campuses. Six of the ele-
mentary schools had no 
reports.

The highest numbers of 
incidents were at the high 
schools, which have the 

School crime 
reports document 
incidents at BCS

SEE BCS, 7A


