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ISAIAH 117 BREAKS GROUND FOR CHILDREN’S FOSTER HOME. 6A 

FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S ‘SNUGGLE IN’  
FAMILY NIGHT TIED TO ONE BOOK BLITZ

MyaH SBarBarO, 6, BrOWSES the books available during Fairview 
Elementary School’s family night on Thursday.

KatHLEEN LyNaM PErFOrMS WItH a Humpty Dumpty puppet Thursday 
at Fairview Elementary School’s family night.

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
CHrIS JOHNSON (rIGHt) aNd his nephew Dillon Johnson, 9, look through a book of world records Thursday at Fairview Elementary Schools 
family night. Fairview Elementary School invited families to “A Night in Times Square” on Thursday. The “Snuggle In” book fair event was 
linked to “The Cricket in Times Square,” this year’s title for the One Book Blitz. Families could browse books, create crafts, munch on cook-
ies and watch a puppet performance. See more photos, 5A.

By aMy BEtH MILLEr
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

A first look at a possible budget for Blount 
County Schools in 2020-21 shows more than 
a $7 million gap between what the district 
wants to do and expected revenue.

The budget would be $4.25 million short 
with only a 5% pay raise for employees, a 
5% increase for bus transportation and a 
$909,000 increase for capital improvements. 
That’s after using $1.5 million from savings 
in the district’s fund balance.

Other budget priorities for Blount County 
Schools would add more than $3 million 
in costs.

“The biggest unknown in all of this is what 
the BEP revenue will be from the state,” 
Troy Logan, BCS fiscal administrator, told 
the Blount County Board of Education at 
a work session this month. “Whatever that 
number is, whatever increase we get, hope-
fully, that will offset that shortfall.”

“Help to offset,” said board Chair Deb-
bie Sudhoff, not expecting enough to fully 
fill the gap.

The school board’s Feb. 6 meeting was 
the first look at the figures, and the school 
board won’t know how much state fund-
ing to expect through the Basic Education 
Program funding formula until after it pres-
ents its first budget proposal to the county 
Budget Committee in April.

The first glance prepared by Logan does 
not include any expected increase from 
the state, and just a $1.2 million increase in 
local funding, based on trends of property 
and sales tax revenues.

TEACHER PAY
A 5% raise for all employees would cost 

about $4.2 million. The Board of Education 
voted to provide that raise at its January 
meeting, even before Gov. Bill Lee proposed 

BCS budget 
discussion 
begins $4.25 
million short

SEE BUDGET, 3A

By aNdrEW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

Townsend leaders are taking 
another serious look at some-
thing they’ve tabled in the past: 
food trucks.

This is the second month 
the planning commission has 
discussed the advent of food 
trucks in the “peaceful side of 
the Smokies,” but it is not the 
first time they’ve considered it.

Townsend Commissioner and 
owner of Talley Ho Inn Michael 
Talley brought the subject to dis-
cussion during the January plan-
ning commission where leaders 
weighed the wisdom of inviting 
the mobile eateries into town.

While commissioners did not 
vote Thursday on whether or not 

the move would be a good idea, 
they reviewed a mock applica-
tion drawn up by East Tennessee 
Development District Regional 
Planner Joe Barrett.

Currently, Maryville is the only 

government in the county with 
a defined set of perimeters for 
food trucks, rules the city set in 
action in 2016.

But the steady stream of food 
truck traffic in Townsend during 

festivals and on private proper-
ties for events has caused some 
to believe its time for the city to 
make its own set of limitations 
and allowances.

“There’s really two separate 
issues if you are open to it,” Bar-
rett explained to commissioners. 
“One is, as far as zoning (there 
should be) something in your 
municipal code that puts some 
safeguards in place ... And then 
you have the application pro-
cess.”

Commissioners expressed 
interest in how to regulate food 
trucks in terms of health inspec-
tions, most agreeing it would be 
a necessary aspect of a new code.

“Looks like, if you’re going to 
have a food truck in the city, 
you should have a requirement 

that they have to have a health 
inspection before they can oper-
ate here,” Planning Commission-
er Bill Lindsay said during the 
meeting.

He asked if there was current-
ly a requirement for a business 
license to which other commis-
sioners responded there were 
no requirements currently in 
writing.

“I think they just show up,” 
Commissioner Becky Headrick 
said.

Barrett asked if there were any 
concerns about inviting food 
trucks to the city and pointed 
out some might be wary about 
mobile food vendors drawing 
business away from the many 

Townsend planners ask for more info for decision about food trucks
FOOD TRUCK RULES
Townsend is considering the possibility of allowing food trucks to be a 

regular feature of the small city’s economic landscape. Maryville is the 
only other municipality in the county to define rules for food trucks 
and these are a few of the rules they have to abide by:

MARYVILLE FOOD TRUCK RULES:
OPERATION HOURS: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
COST: $120 for permit application and annual renewal
INSPECTIONS: Food trucks are subject to state inspections and can be 

penalized or shut down by the city
LOCATION: Food trucks cannot sell on public streets or properties, 

with a few exceptions that still require permission. They are allowed 
on private property, given they meet a certain set of standards.

SEE FOOD, 5A
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