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A Maryville man was 
booked into the Blount 
County jail on Tuesday 
after he allegedly raped a 
woman.

Jose Delarosa Silver, 
24,  Bridgeway Drive, 
Maryville, was arrested 
by Blount County Sher-
iff ’s deputies at 8:35 a.m. 
June 8 and charged with 
rape. He was released on 
a $50,000 bond pending a 

9 a.m. hearing June 15 in 
Blount County General 
Sessions Court.

Silver bonded out the 
same day he was arrested, 
according to BCSO Public 
Information Officer Mar-
ian O’Briant.

The v ict im was  an 
acquaintance of Silver’s 
and met him at a dog park, 
Maryville Police Chief 
Tony Crisp told The Dai-
ly Times.

“They knew each other, 
obviously, and they had a 
conversation,” Crisp said.

The woman went with 
Silver to his residence, she 
fell asleep during the night 
and Silver allegedly raped 
her, Crisp said.

The woman reported the 
alleged rape, and police 

began investigating it, Crisp 
said. 

The Maryville Police 
Department obtained a 
warrant for Silver’s arrest, 
and BCSO served the war-
rant.

It’s at least the third 
alleged rape case local 
police have worked since 
December.

BSCO arrested Antonio 
Javar Williams, 35, of York, 
South Carolina, on May 
2 and charged him with 
rape after a woman said 

he climbed into bed with 
her at a Tallassee address 
and they began to have sex, 
but she thought he was her 
fiancé, an incident report 
states.

BCSO arrested Dustin 
Leon Hawkins, 36, Brick 
Mill Road, Maryville, on 
Dec. 29 and charged him 
with two counts of stat-
utory rape by an author-
ity figure and two counts 
of incest after a 14-year-
old girl said he sexually 
assaulted her multiple 

times, an incident report 
states.

The Rape,  Abuse & 
Incest National Network 
(RAINN), the country’s 
largest anti-sexual vio-
lence organization, offers 
a 24-hour National Sexual 
Assault Hotline at 800-656-
4673. The hotline is free 
and confidential, accord-
ing to RAINN’s website.

FOLLOW @TYLERWOMBLES on 
Twitter for more from cops/
courts reporter Tyler Wombles.

Blount County deputies arrest Maryville man, charge him with rape
Jose Delarosa
Silver

Silver was released 
on bonds totaling 
$50,000 pending a 
June 15 hearing.
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Video taken Tuesday night shows 
a woman berating two local high 
school students, swearing at them, 
using alleged homophobic and xeno-
phobic language and condemning 
them for painting LGBTQ+ flags 
on a popular Alcoa bridge where 
graffiti is allowed at the intersec-
tion of Vose Road and Darwin and 
Faraday streets.

Jasmine Martinez, a 17-year-old 
Alcoa High School student, and Car-
men McClain, a 16-year-old Heritage 
High School student, told The Daily 
Times by phone Wednesday they 
were painting the bridge Tuesday 
night when an unidentified woman 
drove by and admonished them.

“She had driven by and told us to 
stop and told us that we were doing 
terrible things to the bridge,” Mar-
tinez said.

The woman then returned on foot, 
Martinez said, at which point Mar-
tinez began recording the incident 
on her cellphone.

• In that recording — later posted 

to Facebook, Instagram and Tik-
Tok and now shared on national 
news — the woman told the teens 
she was “coming over here to paint 
over yours,” and proceeded to spray 
white paint over the flags, much to 
Martinez and McClain’s protests.

• In the video, the woman also said 
“Y’all aren’t even different anymore. 
Y’all are trying to stand out. I could 
give less about what you want and 
what you think you might want to 

Showing one’s colors
Woman berating teens sparks Pride controversy

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
CARMEN MCCLAIN (LEFT) AND Jasmine Martinez sit on the newly painted bridge on Farraday Street in Alcoa after painting the 
bridge a second time in two days with the help and support of friends. They painted the bridge first on Tuesday night when 
they were confronted by a woman who berated them for their art.
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Site plans for a Pub-
lix store in the Foothills 
Mall footprint have been 
submitted to Maryville’s 
planning department for 
review, indicating the 
long-awaited grocery out-
let may actually happen, 
even after nearly a year 
of legal wrangling.

Though the site plans 
do not say “Publix” on 
them, they do show a gro-
cery store planned for 
Foothills Mall, part of it 
where the former Sears 
building stands today.

That’s exactly where 
Knoxville-based devel-
oper CHM proposed it 
would build a Publix in 
2020.

CHM — specifically 
CHM Foothills 7 — is still 
the company proposed to 
develop the store and is 
listed on the first page of 
the site plans.

“(CHM) is putting itself 
in a position so that if and 
when everything is final-
ized we will be able to 
move quickly,” firm prin-
cipal Jim Harrison said 
through a spokesman 
Wednesday when asked 
about the site plans.

Publix Media Relations 
Manager Jared Glover 
expressed enthusiasm 
on behalf of Publix on 
Wednesday.

“We look forward to 
bringing our premier cus-
tomer service and qual-
ity to Maryville and are 
delighted to soon be a 
neighbor in this wonder-
ful community,” Glover 
emailed.

City of Maryville plan-
ning officials did not 
want to comment on the 
site plan’s connection to 
Publix, if any.

“There is no name asso-
ciated with the grocery 
store,” Public Works 

Director Angie Luckie 
emailed Wednesday.

Ne i t h e r  C H M  n o r 
Publix are listed on the 
June 21 agenda for the 
Maryvil le Municipal 
Planning Commission 
meeting.

Since July 2020, when 
CHM announced it would 
build near the east end of 
Foothills Mall, the devel-
oper and Publix became 
involved in a lawsuit that 
stopped the project in its 
tracks, with mall land-
owners Brooklyn, New 
York-based Time Equi-
ties and others accusing 
CHM of essentially jump-
ing the gun.

Then and in documents 
since the suit was first 
f iled in August 2020, 
CHM, Publix and Time 
Equities’ legal represen-
tation have exchanged 
disagreements in the 
Blount County Circuit 
Court.

These included but 
were not limited to dis-
putes over whether or not 
legal documents allowed 
CHM to tear down the 
old Sears building to 
make way for the new 
Publix.

However, individuals 
close to the project say 
those parties may be near-
ing an agreement.

The recently submit-
ted site plans show a 
48,387-square-foot gro-
cery store separated by 
a small lot from the main 
mall building.

They also show new 
parking lots and trees 
going in the acreage sur-
rounding the proposed 
building.

It would be just north of 
the roundabout on Mall 
Road.

FOLLOW @ARJONESREPORTS 
on Facebook and Twitter for 
more from city government 
reporter Andrew Jones.

Publix store site 
plans submitted 
to Maryville city

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
A WOMAN PAINTS OVER a pride symbol on a popular Alcoa bridge Tuesday night in 
this screenshot from a video recording made by witnesses.


