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William Blount senior 
Justin Dees had been 
looking forward to walk-
ing across the stage at 
Thompson-Boling Are-
na on Monday to receive 
his diploma but was stuck 
about a mile away — a 
patient at East Tennes-
see Children’s Hospital.

So nurse Jessica Baker 
began asking what the 
hospital could do, and 
within four hours, vol-
unteers and staff created 
a ceremony just for him.

Mandy Dees said her 
youngest son had been 
admitted with an undis-
closed illness to the 
hospital May 7 and still 
wasn’t out in time for the 
graduation party they 
had planned for Sunday.

It wasn’t until someone 

asked her Monday after-
noon whether they could 
pick up Justin’s diploma 
from William Blount that 
the mother realized the 
hospital was planning 
something.

He already had his cap 
and gown at the hospital, 
because the family had 
hoped he would be able 
to attend the ceremony 
Monday at Thompson-
Boling.

“I was shocked and sur-
prised,” Mandy Dees said. 
“It really touched me.”

Wearing his blue cap 
and gown with a special 
Army tassel, the 17-year-
old stepped out onto a 
hospital pavilion Mon-
day, where interns had 
written “Congratulations 
Justin” in chalk on the 
cement.

Hospital stages  
graduation for  
WB senior Dees

COURTESY OF MICHAEL DAYAH, EAST TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
STAFF SGT. COREY BARNES presents a diploma to Justin Dees 
on Monday at East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, while Staff 
Sgt. Tierre Martin looks on. Barnes, who is with the Oak Ridge 
Army Recruiting Center, volunteers at the hospital and was 
asked to preside at the ceremony. Martin, who is stationed 
at the Maryville Army Career Center, is Dees’ recruiter.
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victoria.aldrich@thedailytimes.com

The bricks that rained 
down onto the sidewalk 
over the weekend are 
choking the walkway, but 
the Brackins Blues Club in 
downtown Maryville isn’t 
dead yet, building owner 
Walker Johnson vowed 
Wednesday.

“We are going to rebuild,” 
Johnson said. “It’s too early 
to give out all of the details, 
but the city of Maryville has 
given us a path to reopen 
pretty quickly.”

The club was closed 
Sunday after dispatchers 
received a call at 11:46 a.m. 

that the facade had col-
lapsed onto the sidewalk.

The bricks also blocked 
the road in a section of East 
Broadway Avenue, requiring 
police to divert traffic.

“We are relieved and 
thankful that it happened 
when it did,” Johnson said. 
“There was no one on the 
street at that time. I believe 
in a higher power, and I 
believe there was someone 
watching out when this hap-
pened.”

A final analysis of why the 
facade fell and an assess-
ment of the extent of recon-
struction aren’t complete, 
but Johnson said the pro-
cess should move quickly 

once the permitting phase 
is completed.

Johnson credited Maryville 
building official Gary Walk-
er with making every pos-
sible effort to help put the 
building back into service.

“He’s been with us every 
step of the way, and he’s 
been at every meeting, 
which has helped,” John-
son said.

Further details will be 
revealed when the final site 
plan is completed, includ-
ing disclosing the name of a 
construction company John-
son said is working on the 
project.

Two other businesses that 
are housed in the building 

also will return, Johnson 
added.

Disposing of the rubble 
shouldn’t be too difficult 
either.

Aaron Killiam of the 
Maryville Downtown Asso-
ciation said his group has 
requested consideration to 
receive the bricks for a pub-
lic project.

“We are creating a butter-
fly pocket park to provide a 
gathering place for people 
coming downtown,” Killiam 
said. “We are not sure if we 
will be able to use them, but 
we hope to. We said, ‘Let’s 
make lemonade out of lem-
ons out of this facade and 
refurbish it if we can.’”

Downtown building owner says Brackins Blues Club will rebuild

JOY KIMBROUGH | THE DAILY TIMES
THE FRONT BRICK FACADE fell off the building that houses Brackins 
Blues Club in downtown Maryville on Sunday.
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It’s been nearly three 
years since Maryville Police 
Officer Kenny Moats was 
murdered, but his father, 
Kenneth Moats, said he 
remains proud of what his 
son accomplished in his 
short life.

“He was a good father and 
he was my friend,” Moats 
said. “He always wanted to 
be a police officer and to 
serve the community. He 
was a good person who 
wanted to make a differ-
ence.”

Moats would have been 35 
in July. A life of hard work 
and sacrifice should have 
mellowed into a retirement 
spent surrounded by his 
grandchildren and loved 
ones, his father said.

It ended on Aug. 25, 2016, 
when the Fifth Judicial 
Drug Task Force member 
was shot to death during a 
domestic violence call — a 
familiar scenario for agen-
cies around the country.

Violence, heart attacks, 
accidents and other inci-
dents kill first responders 
on the job each year, a fact 
of life that was remem-
bered Wednesday at the 
annual Blount County Law 
Enforcement Memorial 
Service at East Maryville 
Baptist Church.

The event took place dur-
ing National Peace Officers 
Memorial Day, set aside in 
1962 by President John F. 
Kennedy as part of a week 
honoring those who make 
the ultimate sacrifice.

“It’s a time for the families 
to know their loved one is 
remembered,” Maryville 

Law enforcement honor the fallen at annual service

JOY KIMBROUGH | THE DAILY TIMES
ALCOA POLICE OFFICER HOLLY Hatcher salutes after placing flowers on the chair of APD fallen 
Officer Fred Guffey during Wednesday’s Blount County Law Enforcement Memorial Service at 
East Maryville Baptist Church.

Ultimate sacrifices 
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