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Partial sunshine

High 59 I Low 36

Partial sunshine

BY ANDREW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

“He is forever 34.”
That’s what Jacob Heimerman’s 

mother, Gina Owen, said moments 
after she hung an ornament for 
him on a Christmas tree outside 
the Blount County Justice Center 
on Saturday.

There were tears in her eyes after-
ward as she hugged Mikel Laiche, 
who she called her son’s soulmate.

“Jacob lit up everyone’s life,” 
Owen said in an interview. “He 
had a smile when we walked into 
the room. He brought peace and 
calm. But no one knew that he was 
going through so much pain. And 
no one realized how the addiction 
took over his life.”

BY ANITA SNOW
The Associated Press

Wintry weather bedev-
iled Thanksgiving weekend 
travelers across the United 
States Saturday as a power-
ful and dangerous storm 
moved eastward, dumping 
heavy snow from parts of 
California to the northern 
Midwest and inundating 
other areas with rain.

Authorities found the 
bodies of two young chil-
dren, including a 5-year-old 
boy, and a third child was 
missing in central Arizona 
after a vehicle was swept 
away while attempting 
to cross a runoff-swollen 
creek. A storm-related 
death also was reported in 
South Dakota.

The National Weath-
er Service said the storm 
was expected to drop 6 to 
12 inches of snow from the 
northern Plains states into 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan.

Blizzard conditions ear-
ly Saturday were already 
buffeting the High Plains. 
The city of Duluth, Min-
nesota, issued a “no trav-
el advisory” beginning at 
noon Saturday because of a 
major snow storm it termed 
“historic.”

Duluth officials asked 
the public to be patient as 
plows clear roadways and 
recommended that drivers 
stay off the roads to prevent 
accidents and let officers 
respond more quickly to 
emergencies.

Farther south, rain and 
thunderstorms were fore-
cast along and ahead of 
the cold front, with heavy 
rainfall possible Saturday 

in parts of the Tennessee 
and Ohio Valleys.

Forecasters said a new 
storm is expected to bring 
California several feet of 
mountain snow, rain and 
gusty winds through the 
weekend. Another system 
is forecast to develop in 
the mid-Atlantic Sunday, 
moving as a nor’easter into 
Monday.

Airlines at O’Hare Inter-
national and Midway 
International in Chicago 
reported average delays of 
15 minutes as a winter storm 
headed toward the Midwest 
with heavy snow and ice 
and gusty winds.

The companies said they 
had canceled 27 flights at 
O’Hare and two at Midway 
as people scramble to get 
home on the year’s busiest 
travel weekend.

At Denver Internation-
al Airport, there were 100 
flights canceled Saturday 
because of high winds.

“Tomorrow, the airlines 
anticipate to be the busiest 
travel day of the Thanksgiv-
ing period at both O’Hare 
and Midway,” said Karen 
Pride, a spokeswoman 
for the Chicago Depart-
ment of Aviation. “Every-
body thinks the day before 
Thanksgiving is the busiest; 
it is not.”

Authorities in the west-
ern states were still grap-
pling Saturday with the 
aftermath of heavy rains 
and snow over the busiest 
travel weekend of the year.

In Arizona, officials ini-
tially the found body of the 
5-year-old about 3 miles 
downstream from where 

BY LEE ZIMMERMAN
Daily Times Correspondent

New developments are brewing 
at Vienna Coffee Company, the 
Maryville-based retail and whole-
sale business that specializes in 
freshly roasted specialty coffees. 
The company has announced the 
acquisition of two new brands, 
Stone Cup Coffee Roasting Com-
pany and Fleetwood Coffee Com-
pany.

Vienna Coffee Company oper-
ates Vienna Coffee House retail 
locations in Maryville, Knoxville 
and, as of last April, Oak Ridge. 
It also distributes its in-house 
brands to retailers throughout 
East Tennessee and various other 
parts of the country.

John N. Clark, who founded the 
company in 2002, told The Daily 
Times exclusively that Vienna 
Coffee had purchased the assets, 
inventories and intellectual prop-
erties of the two Chattanooga-
based businesses on Oct. 11. The 
first real step toward integrating 
the coffees into its product line 
was facilitated once their roaster 
left Chattanooga and arrived at 
Vienna’s center of operations in 
Maryville. The first coffee repre-
senting those brands was roasted 
there last week.

Clark said the acquisition of 
Stone and Fleetwood is part of 
an ongoing strategy aimed at 
adding specialty coffee brands 
to the Vienna Coffee Company 
portfolio.

He also said that these new-
ly acquired companies not only 
help expand its reach, but also 
fortify its overall positioning in 
the specialty coffee market. Clark 
said that Vienna Coffee Company 
currently boasts annual revenues 
of $3 million, but that he expects 
that number to grow to $4 million 
next year due to the addition of 
the new brands.

As part of the new agreement, 
Jennifer Stone, founder and own-
er of Stone and former Fleetwood 
CEO, joins Vienna Coffee Com-
pany as a sales associate charged 
with new market development. 
Stone, who possesses a “Q Grad-
er” license, is one of only 1,000 
people worldwide certified to 
evaluate coffee crops at the spe-

cialty level. Carl Kimmel, anoth-
er veteran of the Chattanooga 
operation, will join Vienna Coffee 
Company to help oversee prod-
uct fulfillment and operations. 
In addition, a new sales associ-
ate has been hired and will start 
with the company next Monday.

Stone is considered a preferred 
specialty coffee brand in the Chat-
tanooga market, while Fleetwood, 
which was founded in 1925, was a 
vintage product that was stocked 
on grocery store shelves in the 
1940s and ’50s. It was taken off 
the market in the early ‘70s but 
reintroduced at the retail level in 
2015, primarily in the Southeast.

Clark also said that the purchase 
will give Vienna Coffee Company 
immediate access to four varieties 

of Fleetwood Cold Brew as well 
as the MoonPie ready-to-drink 
coffees. He said the Cold Brew 
coffee products are the fastest 
growing sector of the beverage 
market, and that ownership of 
these brands will allow Vienna 
Coffee Company to become a 
significant player in a thriving 
area of the retail industry.

“These acquisitions will not 
only help expand our portfolio 
and geographic footprint, but 
also give us a value-priced prod-
uct that can be stocked by larger 
retailers,” Clark said. Publix and 
Food City are among the grocery 
chains that currently carry the 
Fleetwood line. Current plans 
call for it to be carried by Costco 
as well.

Ornamental grace

Decorating trees to remember those lost to overdoses

ANDREW JONES | THE DAILY TIMES
GREG AND LINDA BOND with Beau Bond hang up an ornament for their son and uncle, Tyler Bond, who died in December 
2013 at age 26. The tree outside the Blount County Justice Center was filled with ornaments bearing the names of people 
who have died from drug-related struggles.

GINA OWEN HUGS MIKEL Laiche after they hung an ornament on a Christmas tree 
outside the Blount County Justice Center. The tree was dedicated to the memory 
of those who have died from addiction-related issues. Owen lost her son, Jacob, 
in 2018. She said Laiche was Jacob’s soulmate.

Vienna Coffee Company acquires two new specialty coffee brands

Wintry weather 
bedevils holiday 
weekend travelers
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