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Developer, store 
reps say Publix 
project still on

By SHELBy HarriS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

Officials offer a definitive 
“no” to questions about 
whether Blount Memorial 
Hospital has made money 
off of COVID-19 patients 
— a query about hospitals 
that repeatedly has resur-
faced throughout the pan-
demic, most notably by 
former President Donald 
Trump.

“The hospital has not 
profited off of caring for 
individuals hospitalized 
with COVID-19,” BMH 
Chief Financial Officer 

Jonathan Smith emailed 
The Daily Times. “In fact, 
we’ve lost money in caring 
for these patients, as the 
care required for a COV-
ID patient is intense and 
costly.”

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Harold Naramore said 
during the Jan. 26 BMH 
board of directors meet-
ing that he’s frequently 
heard people say hospi-
tals are admitting coro-
navirus patients to profit. 
This, he said, is not true.

Echoing Smith’s state-
ment, Naramore said 
taking care of COVID-19 

patients is a “money-los-
ing proposition for hos-
pitals.”

“That being said, the hos-
pital exists to care for our 
community and support 
the health of this com-
munity,” he said. “We’ve 
been honored to be able 
to help ease the suffering 
and aid in the recovery of 
hundreds of COVID-19 
patients.”

Hospitalization for any 
illness is notoriously cost-
ly, but COVID-19 racks up 
hospital bills in unique 
ways. Costs mount when 
hospitals factor in person-

al protective equipment, 
additional staff and the 
length of inpatient stays, 
Naramore said.

“... (W)hen you look at 
all of that as a whole, it’s 
a lot,” he said, adding that 
there’s more included in 
the daily management of 
COVID-19 in comparison 
to other illnesses.

Among the most expen-
sive parts of being hospi-
talized with COVID-19 are 
the medications and treat-
ment therapies, which can 
cost thousands.

By aNdrEW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

Publix is still moving for-
ward with plans to build 
a store in Blount despite 
being stalled by legal dif-
ferences that have dragged 
on for more than a year.

Company Media Rela-
tions Manager Jared 
Glover emailed The Dai-
ly Times on Wednes-
day the company hasn’t 
abandoned its plans, first 
announced in July 2020.

“We can confirm that 
we are still moving for-
ward with the Publix 
in Maryville,” Glover 
emailed.

Mike Cohen, a media 
representative for Knox-
ville-based developer 
CHM LLC, said in a text 
message Monday: “The 
developers are still mov-
ing forward with the proj-
ect.”

But litigation is ongoing.
The branch of CHM 

responsible for manag-
ing a project that was 
supposed to see the old 
Sears building torn down 
and a Publix built near-
by has been defending its 
case against Foothills Mall 
ownership since August 
2020.

According to filings, 
CHM and mall owners dis-
agreed on plans to move 
forward with the grocery 
store long before then.

The case was still open 
in Blount County Circuit 

Court at the beginning 
of February and its most 
recent filing was in Sep-
tember 2020.

New York City-based 
Time Equities Inc. cur-
rently owns the mall and, 
in its original lawsuit (at 
least 400 pages long) 
stated Publix was violat-
ing certain decades-old 
agreements attached to 
the land, some preventing 
developers from signifi-
cantly altering the mall’s 
landscape.

Tearing down the vacant 
Sears, legal counsel for 
Time Equities argued, 
would do just that.

CHM countered in legal 
filings it couldn’t be held 
liable for something it 
intended to do but had 
not yet.

In a recent email to 
The Daily Times, Abby 
Drapeau with Time Equi-
ties public relations said 
the company wouldn’t 
comment while the mat-
ter was still in court.

“Time Equities cannot 
comment on ongoing liti-
gation,” she emailed.

Originally, CHM said 
the grocery store would 
open by mid-2021. Even 
though company officials 
say it’s moving forward, 
they have not discussed 
a new or altered timeline.

FOLLOW @arJONESrEPOrTS 
on Facebook and Twitter for 
more from city government 
reporter Andrew Jones.
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THE FOOd CiTy STOrE at 1715 W. Broadway Ave., Maryville, is shown in this 
2019 file photo. Food City and its parent company are accused in a lawsuit 
filed by the state attorney general of unlawfully selling opioids.

Tennessee attorney general sues Food City over opioid sales
By TyLEr WOMBLES
tyler.wombles@thedailytimes.com

A lawsuit filed Thursday by 
the Tennessee attorney general 
accuses grocery chain Food City, 
and three Knoxville locations in 
particular, of helping fuel the opi-
oid epidemic.

Tennessee AG Herbert H. Slat-
ery III filed the lawsuit in Knox 
County Circuit Court against 
Food City Supermarkets LLC and 
parent company K-V-A-T Food 
Stores Inc.

It was brought forth “to protect 
the public, to abate and remedy 
Defendants’ participation in an 
unlawful controlled substance 

selling scheme, and to preserve 
the integrity of the commercial 
marketplace,” the official com-
plaint states.

The complaint, which totals 208 
pages, accuses the defendants of 
“aiding and abetting the unlawful 
sale of narcotics and controlled 
substances including 30 milli-
gram immediate release oxyco-
done,” citing Knoxville stores on 
Kingston Pike, Morrell Road and 
Hardin Valley Road.

According to the lawsuit, Food 
City allegedly sold opioids with 
more morphine milligram equiva-
lents at the Kingston Pike loca-
tion than all pharmacies across 
81 counties, while also pressur-

ing employees to increase opi-
oid sales and fill suspicious pre-
scriptions, retaining employees 
at lucrative stores despite viola-
tions and illegally and secretly 
transferring opioids across its 
pharmacies.

Food City strongly denied the 
accusations.

Other allegations in the lawsuit 
include that the company sold 
more than 206 million prescrip-
tion opioids, with almost 25% of 
those sales occurring at the Kings-
ton Pike location; sold more than 
42.5 million Oxy 30 pills, with 44% 
sold at the Kingston Pike location; 

Litigation with Foothills 
Mall owners still ongoing

Budget buster
BMH says COVID-19 patients siphon off revenues

COURTESY OF BLOUNT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
MELiSSa LEE (LEFT) aNd Tanya Coffey work at a patient’s bedside.
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