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BY JILL COLVIN and STEVE PEOPLES
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Donald 
Trump and his supporters are 
intensifying efforts to shame — 
and potentially remove — mem-
bers of their party who are seen as 
disloyal to the former president 
and his false claims that last year’s 
election was stolen from him.

On Capitol Hill, Rep. Liz Cheney 
of Wyoming, the No. 3 Republi-
can in the House, risks losing her 

leadership post amid her increas-
ingly public dispute with Trump. 
In Utah, Sen. Mitt Romney, a rare 
Trump foe in the GOP, faced the 
indignity over the weekend of 
reminding a booing crowd that he 
was once their presidential stan-
dard-bearer. And in Texas, the 
only openly anti-Trump Republi-
can in a crowded special election 
for a congressional seat finished 
a lowly 9th.

Trump left office nearly four 
months ago with his reputation 

badly damaged after a mob of his 
supporters waged a deadly riot 
at the U.S. Capitol to prevent the 
certification of election results. 
But the recent developments sug-
gest a revival of his political for-
tunes in which those who refuse 
to go along with his falsehoods 
find themselves on the defensive.

“It’s scary,” said Michael Wood, 
the Texas Republican congres-
sional candidate who based his 
campaign on a vow to push the 
GOP past the “cult of personal-

ity” that is Trump. In the end, he 
garnered just 3% of the vote in 
Saturday’s special election, while 
two Trump supporters, including 
one he endorsed, will advance to 
a runoff.

Trump’s grip on the party may 
only tighten in coming days.

Adding to his flurries of press 
releases, his powerful Facebook 
account could be reinstated this 
week if a quasi-independent over-
sight board rules in his favor. 
Meanwhile, Republicans in Vir-

ginia will decide whether to nom-
inate a vocal Trump supporter 
for governor in one of the few 
marquee elections on the calen-
dar this year.

An important signal of the par-
ty’s direction may come on Capi-
tol Hill, where Cheney’s future is 
in question.

The Wyoming congresswoman, 
the most senior Republican to call 
for Trump’s impeachment, has 

Whose ‘Big Lie:’ Trump’s proclamation a new GOP litmus test
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An early April rock slide 
on Old Walland Highway 
has turned into a project 
for Blount County High-
way Department at a 
potential cost of $300,000 
to $400,000 with a time 

frame of another three to 
four weeks.

The road closed April 8 
and Blount County High-
way Superintendent Jeff 
Headrick told The Dai-
ly Times then he didn’t 
know how long it would 
be closed.

At that point officials 

were consulting with 
third-party engineers 
to see how unstable the 
mountainside had become 
after heavy rains days 
before.

But Headrick told The 
Daily Times by phone 
Monday that repairs are 
going well, though they’ll 

take almost a month to 
wrap up.

He said that was a cau-
tious estimation.

Engineers found the 
landscape at the slide was 
so unstable it required net-
ting stabilization. Though 

Roadwork continues

Old Walland Highway set to be closed another month
SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES

A SHORT SECTION OF Old Walland Highway is closed due to an April 8 rock slide.  

COURTESY OF THE BLOUNT COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
CREWS WORK TO ADD netting to mountainside landscape next 
to Old Walland Highway. A rock slide there will cost about 
$300,000-$400,000, officials say. They had to hire a third-
party contractor to mitigate the damage and secure the pre-
viously unstable land.

COURTESY OF THE BLOUNT COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
CREWS WORK TO ADD netting to mountainside landscape next 
to Old Walland Highway.
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Blount County Public 
Library Director K.C. Wil-
liams handed in her res-
ignation letter less than a 
week before the library’s 
board of trustees was set 
to approve an employee 
survey meant in part to 
assess her performance.

Williams intends to 
serve as director until 
May 28 and then vacate 
the role, according to the 
letter, which she sent to 
the board and to The Daily 
Times.

It was dated April 30.
Williams said she was 

“excited about pursuing 
other career options” and 
appreciated “the opportu-
nity to lead this wonderful 
library.”

She attached 11 pages — 
nearly 150 bullet points — 
of information about her 
work since she took the 
position in January 2014, 
emphasizing successful 
implementation of new 
programs and growth of 
services.

“I have steered the 
library through some 
very difficult times over 
the past seven years and 

have invested a great deal 
of time and effort into 
expanding the library’s 
service capacity across 
Blount County in support 
of building a sustainable 
community,” Williams 
wrote.

Board Chair Andy Simon 
told The Daily Times by 
phone Monday he had 
accepted Williams’ res-
ignation that morning. 
But it also will come to 
the board for a vote Thurs-
day during a called meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m.

That meeting originally 
was intended to approve 
a new, library-specific 
“Culture Survey,” cre-
ated to help staff assess 
how they felt about library 
operations and leadership, 
especially with upcoming 
changes following post-
COVID-19 restructuring, 
many engineered by Wil-
liams.

Simon explained Mon-
day that board members 
recently decided they 
wanted something other 
than the “County Govern-
ment Performance Eval-
uation Process Check-
list,” — a Blount County 

BCPL Director 
Williams resigns 
after seven years

DARYL SULLIVAN | THE DAILY TIMES
BLOUNT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY Director K.C. Williams (left) 
talks with Tennessee Secretary of State Tre Hargett in this 
file photo from 2017. Williams handed in her resignation at 
the end of April.
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