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They call it MAD Day, but don’t 
take it literally. Judging by the 
smiles, Alcoa Tenn’s annual Mem-
ber Appreciation Day was a happy 
time for the federal credit union’s 
membership.

ATFCU President/CEO David 
Proffitt thought so.

“As far as we’re concerned, it 
was a great event. The weather 
didn’t keep anybody away and, 
gosh, we gave away all kinds of 
door prizes,” he said.

Held, as always, at the main 
branch on Hall Road in Alcoa, 
many in attendance parked across 
the street at Big Lots during the 
event Wednesday and crossed 
the road with the help of a Alcoa 
Police officers.

“We may outgrow this spot 
eventual ly.  We’re gett ing 

close, because of the parking,”  
Proffitt quipped.

The board of directors grilled 
more than 1,500 hot dogs served 
with chips, drinks and desserts. 
Leftovers were taken down the 
road to the Boys and Girls Club 
in Maryville for the kids to enjoy.

New for this year was live music, 
as 2 Guys 2 Guitars entertained 
the crowd under the big tents. 
WIVK’s Gunner conducted a 
remote radio broadcast with the 
station’s Frog mascot.

“We were really tickled this year, 
because we just finished our new 
(building) addition and got all the 
sod in and got it looking good, and 
so everybody was talking about 
that,” Proffitt said.

MAD Day was more like a 
reunion than a corporate get-
together. Many in attendance 
were retirees who reminisced 
with former co-workers they’d 

not seen in years.
“It’s just a hometown event and 

we love doing it and we think 
everybody enjoys it. We had a lot 
of the old-timers, but there’s a lot 
of new people that had never seen 
anything like this. Just a good ole 
time,” Proffitt said.

It wouldn’t be a stretch to link 
the hometown feel of the event 
to the cooperative effort of credit 
union members, according to the 
ATFCU president.

“It’s symbolic of our operation 
in a lot of ways. That’s why I call 
credit unions financial churches. 
We’re here for the people that 
come and do their business here. 
We still have to follow the laws 
and financial accounting stan-
dards and all that, but we try our 
best to try to keep our focus on 
the people. And (MAD Day) is 
reflective of it,” Proffitt said.

He went on to do some reflect-

ing of his own.
“It’s just a way to thank the 

members and trying to pass on 
the torch to the next generation. 
That’s really the purpose of it,” 

Proffitt said. “We do our best to 
try and perpetuate what we start-
ed here in 1936. To have all the 
modern services but keep the 
same heart.”

All smiles on Alcoa Tenn’s MAD Day
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JIM WILLIAMS AND JOHN Kincaid grill hot dogs during Alcoa Tenn’s annual Mem-
ber Appreciation Day.

From Maryville College

Maryville College marked its 
birthday Saturday night with a 
party featuring music, photos and 
balloons, but this celebration was 
extra special.

Oct. 19 marked 200 years since 
the Synod of Tennessee adopt-
ed the plan for the Southern and 
Western Theological Seminary, 
paving the way for the first class 

of five students and what would 
become Maryville College.

“We have an incredible history, 
but I believe that Maryville Col-
lege’s best days still lie ahead,” 
President Tom Bogart told the 
hundreds of alumni, faculty, staff 
and friends gathered at the Clay-
ton Center for Arts for the Found-
er’s Day and Bicentennial Cel-
ebration.

The event included archival 

exhibits, photo displays and his-
torical choral music recordings, 
as well as instrumental, vocal and 
theatrical performances.

The MC Alumni Association 
presented a Bicentennial Mosaic, 
composed of 5,000 photos submit-
ted by Maryville College alum-
ni and friends. The commemo-
rative artwork will be installed 

Maryville College unveils mosaic at bicentennial gala
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MARYVILLE COLLEGE PRESIDENT DR. Tom Bogart speaks during the 200th birthday celebration held Saturday night at the 
Clayton Center.
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The Tennessee Valley 
Authority is taking a stab 
at community outreach 
and is set to partner with 
Maryville on a project 
that would bring nearly 20 
homes something usually 
taken for granted: comfort.

Maryville Utility Direc-
tor Barron Swafford talked 
with Maryville officials and 
council members at their 
Oct. 18 workshop about 
a program TVA has been 
piloting for two years. The 
proposition is relatively 
simple: the authority would 
provide funds, methods and 
coordination opportunities 
with local power compa-
nies and contractors to 
help limited-income fami-
lies upgrade their houses.

Upgrade means several 
things, but generally boils 
down to repairs that will 
help families save money 
on bills, improve indoor air 
quality, lower maintenance 
costs and make safer, more 
comfortable homes. All of 
this according to a flyer for 
the program TVA has called 
“Uplift.”

Uplift is a sub-initiative 
of TVA’s EnergyRight, a 
program that helps homes 
and businesses stay as 
power efficient as possible 
through consultancy and, 
in some cases, incentives.

“Historically, EnergyRight 

is a program where they 
come inspect your home, 
reinstate your attic, change 
your windows out, update 
your HVAC, that kind of 
stuff,” Swafford said during 
the Friday meeting. “And in 
some cases those programs 
… have had some sort of 
rebate with them.”

But Uplift is different.
“This program I was kind 

of excited about because it 
pays for it. It pays for the 
whole thing,” Swafford said, 
adding that Uplift is creat-
ing a grant local utilities 
can match in order to par-
ticipate.

To be eligible, Maryville 
power low-income cus-
tomers would have to go 
through an application 
process. If approved, the 
ball would begin rolling 
between Maryville utilities, 
Uplift and contractors who 
will do the actual upgrade 
on the homes.

TVA Spokesperson Scott 
Brooks told The Daily 
Times in a phone inter-
view that, should Maryville 
choose to enter into a con-
tract with Uplift, there are 
two options they could 
choose. Either the utility 
itself could manage con-
tractors for the project or 
TVA would work with its 
“Quality Contractor Net-
work” to provide the need-
ed renovation work.

TVA set to partner 
with Maryville on 
‘Uplift’ project for 
low-income homes
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