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Severe storms swept 
through the area this 
weekend and while most 
Maryville and Alcoa resi-
dents escaped major dam-
age, one woman was forced 
to leave her home after 
damage from a fallen tree.

Alcoa resident Jonnie 
Dean lives on East New-
comen Street with her 
18-year-old granddaughter. 
She was enjoying a peace-
ful evening June 21 when 
she heard a crash and then 
screams.

Dean had been on the 
way to the kitchen to get a 
snack when a tree fell on 
her home, knocking out the 
power and letting rainwa-
ter pour in.

She recalls shouting to 
her frightened grand-
daughter, “Just come to 
me.”

Dean — who said she 
is bound to an electric 
wheelchair and rarely 
leaves the house except to 
go to the doctor — imme-
diately called a family 
friend, Jimmie McRae, to 
come and help. The pow-
er had gone out and both 

women were trapped in 
the house.

When he arrived, McRae 
said he called for emergen-
cy services. Alcoa fire and 
police arrived around mid-
night, securing the area 
and rescuing Dean from 
the damaged home.

Deputy Fire Chief Dar-
ren Stinnett told The Dai-
ly Times that one truck 
responded to the home. 
Dean was removed from 
her wheelchair and trans-
ported separately to the 
Alcoa Quality Inn, where 
she was still staying Mon-
day.

“I’m not doing well at 
all,” Dean said in a phone 
interview, nearly three 
days after the incident.

She said it has been dif-
ficult adjusting to her tem-
porary home while her 
insurance agents take care 
of the damage. Alcoa util-
ity services have removed 
the home’s meter because 
of severed and hanging 
wires in the attic, Stinnett 
said.

Though her room at the 
hotel is wheelchair acces-
sible, Dean said it has been 

Alcoa woman forced to leave home due to tree damage
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JONNIE DEAN’S DAMAGED HOME on East Newcomen Street in Alcoa has been covered with tarp as crews try to remove tree 
limbs from the area. The fallen tree, which Dean says is on her neighbor’s property, fell through the roof and into her kitchen 
Friday night, knocking out power and trapping her and her granddaughter inside.
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed 
an executive order on Mon-
day targeting Iran’s supreme 
leader and his associates 
with financial sanctions, 
the latest action the U.S. 
has taken to discourage Teh-
ran from developing nucle-
ar weapons and supporting 
militant groups.

The sanctions follow Iran’s 
downing of a more than $100 
million U.S. surveillance 
drone over the Strait of 
Hormuz. Trump pulled back 
from the brink of retaliatory 

military strikes on Iran last 
week but is continuing his 
pressure campaign against 
the nation.

“These measures repre-
sent a strong and propor-
tionate response to Iran’s 
increasingly provocative 
actions,” Trump told report-
ers in the Oval Office.

“We will continue to 
increase pressure on Tehran 
until the regime abandons 
its dangerous activities and 
its aspirations, including the 
pursuit of nuclear weapons, 
increased enrichment of 
uranium, development of 
ballistic missiles, engage-
ment and support for terror-
ism, fueling of foreign con-

flicts and belligerent acts 
directed against the United 
States and its allies.”

Trump pulled the U.S. 
out of the nuclear pact 
that world powers made 
with Tehran in 2015. Other 
nations stayed in the deal, 
which eased sanctions on 
Iran in exchange for curbing 
its nuclear program. Trump 
called it a one-sided deal in 
Iran’s favor and reimposed 
sanctions but says he wants 
to negotiate a different deal. 
Iran, which calls the sanc-
tions “economic terrorism,” 
has shown no interest in 
negotiating.

Iran’s U.N. ambassador 
Majid Takht Ravanchi said 

U.S.-Iran talks are impos-
sible under current condi-
tions, adding, “You cannot 
start a dialogue with some-
one who is threatening, who 
is intimidating you.”

Ravanchi, who spoke 
with reporters while the 
U.N. Security Council held 
closed consultations on the 
rising tensions between the 
U.S. and Iran, said Wash-
ington should stop its mili-
tary activity in the region, 
withdraw its naval forces 
and end what he called “eco-
nomic warfare” against the 
Iranian people.

The latest round of  

Trump signs order imposing sanctions on Iran’s supreme leader
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PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP LISTENS to a reporter’s question after 
signing an executive order to increase sanctions on Iran on Mon-
day in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. Trump 
is accompanied by Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin (left) and 
Vice President Mike Pence. 
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Lloyd Hansen doesn’t 
need “M.D.” after his name 
to spot a war veteran with 
PTSD. He’s seen post-trau-
matic stress disorder from 
the inside. What he knows 
is “there’s no silver bul-
let” for it.

“I  mean,  I ’ve been 
through therapy for PTSD. 
I’ve been through four 
shrinks. They didn’t do me 
any good,” Hansen said.

They started with the 
pills. Not the answer. Not 
for Hansen.

“The first thing they do 
is they want to put you 
under medication. If you 
really take a look and do 
the research on the medi-
cation, sometimes the cure 
is worse than the disease,” 
he said.

He has another way. 
Instead of pills he uses his 
eyes and ears. Hansen is 
a combat veteran of the 
Vietnam War, a Chicago 
native who served in the 
Marine Corps from 1964-
68. When he completed 

his tour of duty, Hansen 
had no listed disabilities, 
but he now has a Tennes-
see license plate that reads 
“Disabled Veteran.” He 
used the GI Bill to finance 
a business management 
degree from Northwestern 
University. But he had no 
idea what he was in for, 
what war had done to his 
psyche.

As of Saturday, Hansen 
is the Department of Ten-
nessee state commander 
for the Veterans of For-
eign Wars. He’s the second 
Blount Countian to hold 
that position, after W.S. 
“Doc” Barker in 1974-75. 
Hansen has plans for the 
VFW and knows he has a 
challenge.

“There are primarily 
two major issues veter-
ans have to deal with, and 
we’re going to be working 
with a number of VA hos-
pitals. We’re going to be 
sitting on their advisory 
boards, primarily on PTSD 
and suicide awareness,” he 
said, citing the statistics. 

New VFW state 
commander talks 
PTSD, other issues
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LLOYD HANSEN IS THE second person from Blount County to be 
named VFW state commander.
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