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BY VICTORIA ALDRICH
victoria.aldrich@thedailytimes.com

The faces who spoke the names of 
loved ones lost to drug overdoses 
were a mixed lot Saturday at the 
inaugural Take Back Blount event.

A soft candlelight glow couldn’t 
hide the rough skin, wary posture 
and survival mode some acquired 
as addicts themselves. Many wore 
the resigned sadness that comes 
with watching loved ones slowly 
slip away until it all just stops.

A tiny voice summed up all of their 
pain in one word. 

“Mommy.” 
Axel Mullins’s mother, Taylor 

Reed, died at 22 of a heroin and 
fentanyl overdose on Sept. 22, 2017. 

His grandmother, Donna Reed, has 
cared for the 5-year-old Axel since 

then. It hasn’t been easy, she said.
“We’ve had him in therapy,” Reed 

said.
Taylor Reed wasn’t the only per-

son she’s lost to addiction, either. 
Donna Reed also named during the 
candlelight vigil a close friend who 
died of an overdose.

Taylor Reed’s story began with a 
bad relationship.

“She didn’t use when she was at 
home, but she left home at 18 to be 
with him,” Donna Reed said. “She 
got pregnant, and it was all down 
hill from there.”

Donna Reed, of Maryville, now 
seeks to terminate Axel’s father’s 
parental rights so she can formally 
adopt her grandchild at an age when 
many are looking toward retire-
ment. 

It’s a story the agencies and volun-

teers who participated in the vigil 
see every day.

Jan McCoy greeted them with bot-
tled water and kind words, a task 
she’s grown accustomed to as she 
reaches out to others with her story. 

Her son, Dane McCoy, was addict-
ed first to pain pills and then heroin.

He died five years ago from an 
overdose. 

She chose to focus her pain on 
helping others whose family mem-
bers are addicts.

“Anything I can do, I’m involved 
in,” McCoy said.

Saturday’s event underscored 
that need for her as Maryville’s 
event joined similar vigils across 
the world. 

“The goal of International  

Blount honors overdose victims during Take Back Blount
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JAN MCCOY (RIGHT), WHOSE son, Dane McCoy, died five years ago from a drug overdose, shares a moment of silence with 
other candlelight vigil participants at Take Back Blount at Smithview Pavilion.

From staff reports

As Maryville College students and 
faculty returned to campus, they saw 
several improvements made over the  
summer.

The largest summer campus construc-
tion project was creating drainage for 
the softball field, which involved digging 
up the current field to install drains and 
reinstall irrigation.

Additional drainage was installed out-
side of the field to help channel water 
away from both the softball field and 
the soccer field, and “topdressing” was 
completed on the soccer field and the 
football practice field, which involved a 
thorough deep-tine aeration followed by 
the distribution of sand to both improve 
drainage and help level the fields. All 

drainage work was funded by private 
support.

“It is great for spectators to have fields 
located next to large hills, but that terrain 
presents a challenge for maintaining the 
fields,” Maryville College President Tom 
Bogart said. “The work completed this 
summer should make those fields much 
more resilient to the inevitable rain.”

The softball field saw another improve-
ment this summer: a new scoreboard. 
Both the scoreboard and installation 
were funded through a donation from 
Sevier County Utility District.

Other important campus projects com-
pleted this summer included replacing 
the chiller that serves the Davis, Gamble 
and Gibson residence halls; repairing 
broken or uneven sidewalks; and remov-
ing dead and damaged trees.

BY SHELBY HARRIS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

The recent death of an Illi-
nois man has the Tennessee 
Department of Health on 
its toes.

The TDH, along with sev-
eral other health depart-
ments across the country, 
has released a statement 
urging health care profes-
sionals to report any elec-
tronic cigarette-related ill-
nesses.

Electronic cigarettes, or 
e-cigarettes, first hit the 
market in 2004 by a com-
pany called Ruyan Tech-
nology.

E-cigarettes are battery-
powered devices that hold 
cartridges containing 
e-juice. E-juice, or e-liq-
uid, contains a mixture of 
water, food grade flavoring, 
a choice of nicotine levels 
or zero nicotine, and pro-
pylene glycol or vegeta-
ble glycerin, according to 
Breathe Pennsylvania, a 
lung health advocacy group.

E-cigarettes were widely 
intended to deter people 
from smoking cigarettes, 
though there is little proof 
that they actually do so, 
officials say.

Such a theory has not been 
proven or endorsed by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration.

Rather, e-cigarettes have 
been studied in depth in 
recent years. Recently, 
e-cigarettes have been 
linked to several respira-
tory illnesses.

Now, 15 years after the 
first e-cigarette hit the 
market, e-cigarettes have 
altered and grown in dras-

tic, unexpected ways.
“Vaping,” the common 

phrase used to describe the 
inhalation of an e-juice, is 
at an all-time high.

The kicker is that the 
majority of e-cigarette users 
are not recovering cigarette 
smokers, but rather young 
people experimenting.

According to a 2017 report 
by the National Youth 
Tobacco Survey, 11.7% of 
high schoolers use e-ciga-
rettes while 3.3% of middle 
schoolers use the devices.

This is an exorbitant 
growth from past years. 
The same survey found that 
in 2011, only 1.5% of high 
schoolers and .6% of middle 
schoolers used e-cigarettes.

Many credit the growth 
in vaping numbers to the 
invention of JUUL.

JUUL is a powerful e-cig-
arette established in 2016. 
By 2018, it was the leading 
seller among e-cigarettes, 
according to Truth Initia-
tive, a nonprofit that works 
to help youth reject tobac-
co.

According to Neilsen, as 
of June 2018, JUUL controls 
68% of the e-cigarette mar-
ket.

The JUUL is a small rect-
angular device, often mis-
taken as a flashdrive.

The makers of JUUL 
claim that its nicotine salt 
formulation increases the 
rate and amount of nicotine 
delivered into the blood. 
Because of that, JUULs are 
seen as especially addictive 
and especially dangerous.

Though the boxes clear-
ly state “contains nicotine, 

TDH urges health care 
professionals to be on 
the watch for illness 
caused by e-cigarettes 

Maryville College adds scoreboard, drainage and more improvements

COURTESY OF MARYVILLE COLLEGE
THE LARGEST SUMMER CONSTRUCTION project on the Maryville College campus was installing drain-
age for the softball field, which involved digging up the existing field.

Focusing the pain
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