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Elvis has left the building

BY ADAM CRAWFORD
adam.crawford@thedailytimes.com

Locally owned businesses in Foothills 
Mall are thanking customers after a mas-
sive weekend of shopping.

Local business owners said they exceed-
ed expectations for Black Friday and 
Small Business Saturday as the holiday 
shopping season officially got underway.

“We blew it out of the water this week-
end. Friday was the best sales day we’ve 
had in the four years we’ve been in busi-
ness,” Gentry Mercantile owner Barbara 
Gentry said. “Saturday and Sunday also 
both increased over last year, so it was 
great, it was really great.”

Gentry Mercantile was not the only 
small business in Foothills Mall that ben-
efited from the biggest shopping week-
end of the year.

“We did really, really well on Black Fri-
day. We had a lot of new customers and 
there was just a really great energy, not 
just in my store but throughout the mall,” 
So Beautifully You Boutique owner Bobby 
Phillips said. “Small Business Saturday 
was a good day too.”

Owners from both businesses stressed 
the importance of big sales days like Black 
Friday and Small Business Saturday.

Phillips said the holiday shopping week-
end helped his store navigate some of the 
challenges that smaller, locally owned 
businesses often face.

“As a small businesses with a small 
online presence, Black Friday and Small 
Business Saturday are very important 
for us,” Phillips said. “They help give us 
that little ‘oomph’ so we can continue on 
through the holidays and the New Year 
when things get slower.”

Gentry said because of the massive 
turnout over the weekend, her store will 
continue to thrive through all of next year.

“This weekend, the support we got — it 
was huge,” Gentry said. “I honestly don’t 
think I was prepared. I expected a bigger 
crowd than last year but I wasn’t expect-
ing what hit us. I don’t see us struggling 

BY PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP National Writer

Lee Elder played through the 
scourge of racism. He broke down 
enormous barriers. He carved a 
path for Tiger Woods and others 
to follow.

Finally, in the waning months of 
his life, he took his rightful place 
at Augusta National.

Alongside the greats.
Elder, who fought through 

numerous obstacles to become 
the first Black golfer to play in the 
Masters, died at the age of 87, the 
PGA Tour announced Monday.

“The game of golf lost a hero,” 
18-time major champion Jack 
Nicklaus said.

His death was first reported by 
Debert Cook of African Ameri-
can Golfer’s Digest. No cause was 

given, but Elder had been in poor 
health and wore an oxygen tube 
when he attended the Masters 
in April.

The tour said he died early Sun-
day in Escondido, California.

At this year’s Masters, Elder was 
given the honor of hitting a cer-
emonial opening tee shot along-
side Nicklaus, a six-time Masters 
champion, and Gary Player, who 
won the green jacket three times.

Sadly, Elder was not well enough 
to take a swing at a ball he once 
hit with so much power.

But he stood briefly to acknowl-
edge the cheers of the gallery, 
holding up his driver, and watched 
proudly from a chair at the first 
tee as Nicklaus and Player hit the 
shots that traditionally open the 
first major championship of the 
year.

“For me and my family, I think 
it was one of the most emotion-
al experiences that I have ever 
witnessed or been involved in,” 
Elder said.

“That morning, you could see 
the joy in Lee’s face,” Nicklaus said 
Monday. “Gary Player and I were 
honored to enjoy that moment 
with him.”

A Texan who developed his 
game during segregated times 
while caddying and hustling for 
rounds, Elder made history in 
1975 at Augusta National, which 
had held an all-white tournament 
until he received an invitation 
after winning the Monsanto Open 
the previous year.

Elder missed the cut at his first 
Masters but forever stamped 

Lee Elder, � rst Black golfer to play Masters, dies at age 87

CURTIS COMPTON | ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION VIA AP
HONORARY STARTER LEE ELDER (left) is applauded by fellow honorary starters 
Gary Player (center) and Jack Nicklaus during introductions for the ceremo-
nial tee shots to begin the Masters golf tournament on April 8 at Augusta 
National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia.
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BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

“Elvis has left the building.”
For the past decade, Tom 

Cunningham of Seymour had 
performed as the singer and 
prayed with patients while 
working at local hospitals. 
For the past week, countless 
people prayed for him and 
his wife, Stephanie, after they 
were admitted to the intensive 
care unit at Blount Memorial 
Hospital with COVID-19.

When Tom died Sunday, Nov. 
28, Stephanie said she knew 
those were the words — “Elvis 
has left the building” — he 
would have wanted her to use 
to share the news.

Blount Memorial said in a 
statement from Jennie Bounds, 
director of public relations 
and marketing, “Tom’s ener-
getic presence is one that 
brought smiles and laughter 
to so many of our patients, 
visitors and staff, and for any-
one who had the opportunity 
to meet him, it’s easy to see 
how he could leave a lasting 
impression with you.

“He will be missed by all of 
us at Blount Memorial, and we 
send our prayers to his family 
and friends,” she wrote.

“Tom was a very godly per-
son, and every morning, he 
prayed over our staff in our 
morning huddle,” said Jeff 
Vickers, environmental ser-
vices manager. “He felt his 
mission was to be here, and 
he felt there was a reason that 
he was supposed to be here. 
He took every opportunity he 
had to make someone’s day 
better, and for that reason, so 
many people in this hospital 
knew and loved him.”

Cunningham had worked 
at the University of Tennes-
see Medical Center for eight 
years before leaving in 2020. 
At Blount Memorial, he told 

BMH’s Tom Cunningham died after hospitalization with COVID-19

COURTESY OF BLOUNT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
TOM CUNNINGHAM DRESSED AS Elvis while he worked in environmental services at Blount Memorial Hospital 
this year. He often sang a few words a cappella to patients and prayed with them. After he died Sunday, 
Nov. 28, his wife, Stephanie, posted on Facebook, “Elvis has left the building.”SEE ELVIS, 5A


