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Five Maryville College 
students joined crowds of 
people from all over the 
country Tuesday in front 
of the U.S. Supreme Court 
building to defend the so-
called Dreamers.

They held posters, waved 
flags and sang about 
America while shivering 
in the unfamiliar Wash-
ington cold.

The students were giv-
en the opportunity to go 
to the nation’s capital to 
show their support for 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals after Define 
American reached out to 
Alexa Maqueo-Toledo, a 
sophomore at Maryville 
College.

Define American is a 

nonprofit media organi-
zation that uses storytell-
ing to “shift the conver-

sation about immigrants, 
identity and citizenship 
in a changing America,” 

its website states.
Maqueo-Toledo contact-

ed the organization earlier 
this year hoping to start a 
Define American chapter 
at Maryville College.

“They were originally 
only going to send four of 
us, but I convinced them to 
send five,” Maqueo-Tole-
do said.

Maqueo-Toledo and the 
other four students — 
Alejandra Yañez, Natalie 
Tankersley, Jose Antonio 
Franquez-Gonzalez and 
Yoshua Martinez — said 
they were eager to voice 
their support for DACA.

The constitutionality of 
DACA, a two-year defer-
ment for qualifying undoc-
umented immigrants, is 
currently being discussed 

Maryville College students go to D.C. to defend DACA

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
STUdENTS FrOM MaryViLLE COLLEGE traveled to D.C. on Tuesday for a Supreme Court hearing about Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals.

aLEJaNdra yaÑEZ, a SOPHOMOrE at Maryville College, made a 
sign with photos of all the students at Maryville college who 
are DACA recipients.

By rOBErT NOrriS
bobn@thedailytimes.com

Community leaders 
gathered for the Best of 
Blount Awards on Thurs-
day to honor seven indi-
viduals and businesses 
that gave their time and 
resources to make Blount 
County a special place to 
live and work.

About 1,000 people at 
the Clayton Center for 
Arts also came to listen 
to Mike Durant, a busi-
nessman whose exploits 
before his retirement from 
the U.S. Army made him 
an American hero. Now, 
like those recognized at 
the Best of Blount Awards 
presentation, he is a busi-
ness person making a dif-
ference in his communi-
ty as founder of Pinnacle 
Solutions in Huntsville, 
Alabama.

The retired chief war-
rant officer 4 recounted 
his 1993 mission in Moga-
dishu, Somalia, in a story 
of duty, action and loyalty 
by his fellow soldiers and 
himself that inspired the 
book and Academy-Award 
winning movie “Black 
Hawk Down.”

When asked during a 
media opportunity prior 
to his appearance, Durant 
gave his thoughts on more 
current events: the Pres-
ident Trump impeach-
ment hearings underway 
in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Durant was 
a supporter of a fellow 
military veteran and pilot 
shot down by enemy fire 
and captured, Sen. John 
McCain, when he ran for 
president. 

But the evening that 
filled virtually every seat 
at the Ronald and Lynda 
Nutt Theatre at the Clay-

ton Center was all about 
hearing f irsthand of 
Durant’s experience when 
his Black Hawk helicopter 
was shot down. That plus, 
like it is every year, they 
wanted to hear the names 
of the winners of the Best 
of Blount Awards.

Star 102.1-FM morning 
personalities Kim Han-
sard and Marc Anthony 
acted as hosts. Charter 
Spectrum, Massey Elec-
tric, Blount Excavating, 
C2RL Engineers, DENSO 
and Cherokee Millwright 
sponsored the event. 
Blount Partnership Pres-
ident/CEO Bryan Daniels 
performed the honors.

“This was a special night 
to honor those that give 
back so much to the Blount 
County community,” Dan-
iels said in his prepared 
remarks. “These individu-
als and businesses work 
tirelessly to make sure that 
this community remains 
strong and vibrant.”

The program included 
a year-in-review video 
for the Blount Partner-
ship and paid homage to 
Carolyn Forster, Sharon 
Hannum, Joe Dawson and 
Fred Lawson, who were 
named Blount County 
Chamber of Commerce 
lifetime members due to 
their outstanding dedi-
cation and work with the 
chamber and the commu-
nity during their careers.

2019 BEST OF 
BLOUNT WINNERS

• Kathy Johnson, CBBC 
Bank vice president, was 
named the Philanthropist 
of the Year for her dedica-
tion to working with non-
profit organizations.

• Altar’d State took home 

SALUTING THE 
BEST OF BLOUNT
Seven people, businesses honored; 
‘Black Hawk Down’ pilot speaks

Holding on to a dream

By STEFaNiE daZiO and JOHN aNTCZaK
The Associated Press

SANTA CLARITA, Calif. — A 
student pulled a gun from his 
backpack and opened fire at a 
Southern California high school 
Thursday, killing two students 
and wounding three others before 
shooting himself in the head on 
his 16th birthday, authorities said.

The attacker was hospitalized in 
critical condition, officials said.

The gunfire began around 
7:30 a.m. at Saugus High School 
in suburban Santa Clarita, where 

Los Angeles County sheriff’s dep-
uties responding to a torrent of 
911 calls found all six students in 
a quad area.

Security video showed the last 
thing the attacker did was shoot 
himself with the final bullet in 
the .45-caliber handgun, sheriff’s 
homicide Capt. Kent Wegener 
said.

The attack lasted about 16 sec-
onds, and the attacker apparently 
fired at random because he had no 
known connection to the victims, 
Wegener told a news conference. 
The motive remained unclear.

A 16-year-old girl and a 14-year-
old boy died.

Two girls, ages 14 and 15, were 
each in good condition after being 
treated for gunshot wounds, 
according to Patricia Aidem, a 
spokeswoman for Providence 
Holy Cross Medical Center.

A 14-year-old boy was treated 
and released from another hos-
pital, authorities said.

Sheriff Alex Villanueva said 
the shooter was a student at the 
school but did not identify him.

Student opens fire in Calif. school, kills two

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
STUdENTS arE ESCOrTEd OUT of Saugus High School after reports of a shoot-
ing on Thursday in Santa Clarita, California.SEE SCHOOL, 5A

SEE DREAM, 5A SEE HONORED, 5A


