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ONLINE: https://christinadelaney.com
BRIEF BIO :  25-year Blount County resident. Para-

legal. CPAC secretary. Planning Commission. I fell in 
love with the beauty and calm of this place. Watch-
ing it disappear under cranes and bulldozers is 
breaking my heart. That’s why I’m running.

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR THIS OFFICE?  
This community is changing fast — and not every-
one is okay with that. People are losing land, being 
priced out, and watching what they love disappear. 
I’m running because someone has to stand up and 
say: Wait. What are we doing?

WHAT EXPERIENCE DO YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST YOU IN 
THE DUTIES OF THIS OFFICE?  
A paralegal with formal training in legal research, 
document analysis, and procedural process, along 
with years in operations management building 
systems and solving problems. I served 3 years as 
Secretary of the Community Plan Advisory Com-
mittee and was appointed to the Townsend Plan-
ning Commission. I’ve filed public records requests, 
reviewed hundreds of pages of planning docu-
ments, and built a public archive for this district. I 
know how to read the record — and how to hold it 
accountable.

IF ELECTED, WHAT WOULD YOUR TOP TWO PRIORITIES BE? 
Priority 1: Transparent, community-driven plan-
ning. District 8B is at a crossroads. Development 
pressure is real, and decisions being made now will 
shape this place for decades. Residents — not just 
developers and insiders — deserve a genuine seat 
at the table. That means well-publicized meetings, 
plans that reflect survey results, and a commis-
sioner who reports back. The 2023 Comprehensive 
Plan survey made clear what people want. Those 
answers deserve to be honored.

Priority 2: Ongoing, direct contact with constit-
uents. I will establish consistent, accessible com-
munication — regular updates, a public inbox, 
and town hall-style meetings — so residents can 
share input before votes are taken. A commissioner 
should not disappear between elections. This dis-
trict deserves someone who stays engaged.

IN WHAT COMMITTEE DO YOU FEEL YOU COULD DO THE 
MOST GOOD?    Planning

WHY SHOULD VOTERS ELECT YOU?   I moved back to 
Blount County from Knoxville to slow down. Life 
had other plans.

Like many of you, I trusted our leaders to have 
answers and represent us well. But when I started 
asking questions, the answers didn’t come — or 
they didn’t match what I was seeing.

So I got involved. I attended meetings, filed pub-
lic records requests, and served three years as Sec-
retary of CPAC. I was appointed to the Townsend 
Planning Commission and created a public archive 
so others could stay informed.

I did all of this before becoming a candidate.
I understand the process, the documents, and 

how decisions are really made. More importantly, 
I believe people deserve clear answers and honest 
communication.

I’ve lived here for twenty-five years. This is home 
— and I’m committed to protecting it.

ONLINE: na
BRIEF BIO :  Townsend resident & incumbent 

commissioner. Blount County educated through 
Maryville College. Co-owner of Country Manor 
Acres estate & stables, committed to protecting 
Townsend and Blount County’s peaceful character 
and preventing overdevelopment.

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR THIS OFFICE?  
I am running to continue protecting Townsend 
and Blount County from overdevelopment and 
high-density growth. I support policies that pre-
serve open space, protect rural character, and 
maintain the quality of life that makes our commu-
nity special.

WHAT EXPERIENCE DO YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST YOU IN 
THE DUTIES OF THIS OFFICE?  
Completing my second term as county commis-
sioner provides direct experience in this office. As a 
Blount County resident, business owner, and stew-
ard of one of Townsend’s remaining large prop-
erties, I understand the importance of protecting 
land wisely. As a former professional touring musi-
cian, I have traveled extensively and observed how 
thoughtful planning can preserve character while 
unchecked development can quickly diminish 
quality of life.

IF ELECTED, WHAT WOULD YOUR TOP TWO PRIORITIES BE? 
I love living in Townsend and want to protect our 
community from overdevelopment. Like many res-
idents, I value Townsend’s peaceful, rural character 
and the charm that continues to draw visitors from 
around the world. Tourism helps support local busi-
nesses and allows families to continue living and 
working here. My two top priorities for Townsend 
are to keep Townsend peaceful and to maintain 
a healthy balance between preserving our rural 
character and supporting the local businesses that 
serve both our community and visitors. For Blount 
County as a whole, I want to maintain our county as 
a great place to live by balancing a strong economy 
with the rural character that makes people want to 
call this home.

IN WHAT COMMITTEE DO YOU FEEL YOU COULD DO THE 
MOST GOOD?    Planning

WHY SHOULD VOTERS ELECT YOU?   Voters should elect 
me because I have consistently worked to pro-
tect the character of Townsend and Blount County 
while supporting a strong local economy. Over two 
terms as county commissioner, I have focused on 
slowing overdevelopment, preserving rural areas, 
and maintaining the quality of life our community 
values. I care deeply about this community, stay 
actively involved, and make myself accessible to 
residents. I answer my phone, return calls, and take 
seriously the responsibility of listening. I will con-
tinue serving with the same commitment and ded-
ication I have demonstrated over the past 8 years.

ONLINE: www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61580466448164

BRIEF BIO :  8th-Gen Blount County native from 
Cades Cove, HHS Class of 1989, and a graduate of 
Maryville College/ A 3rd-generation “settler” on 
my family’s Smoky Mountain property, where I live 
with my wife of 27 years and two daughters. I love 
classic cars.

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR THIS OFFICE?  
To serve the people of my community, honoring 
my father, Gordon Sr., District 8 is the most beau-
tiful district, and I want to keep it that way for my 
children and generations to come. I believe in lim-
ited government, and I don’t like commissioners 
who disrespect others.  

WHAT EXPERIENCE DO YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST YOU IN 
THE DUTIES OF THIS OFFICE?  
I served out my father’s term in 2014 and set in 
motion the recycling program with my connec-
tions to Westrock. With 30 years of experience in 
outside sales, I am tasked with negotiating con-
tracts for capital expenses and consumables. Sell-
ing is a large part of being a commissioner. I have 
a common-sense approach, and I can multitask 
and prioritize agenda items forward with excellent 
results. 

IF ELECTED, WHAT WOULD YOUR TOP TWO PRIORITIES BE? 
Personal property protection and excessive/waste-
ful spending 

IN WHAT COMMITTEE DO YOU FEEL YOU COULD DO THE 
MOST GOOD?    Planning

WHY SHOULD VOTERS ELECT YOU?   Honesty, integrity, 
respectful and professionalism. Do great things on 
the highest level possible. 

Christina 
Delaney
Challenger

Jeff 
Jopling
Incumbent

Gordon 
Wright II
Challenger

HATS IN HATS IN 
THE RINGTHE RING

Republican candidates forRepublican candidates for: :   

COUNTY COMMISSION SEAT 8-BCOUNTY COMMISSION SEAT 8-B

Precincts: 
Heritage Middle School

Oak View
Townsend

Walland

Incumbent: 
Jeff Jopling

On GOP ballot:
Christina Delaney

Jeff Jopling
Gordon Wright II

Aug. 6:  There is not a
Democrat or independent 

candidate on the ballot. The 
primary winner takes seat.

Hats in the Ring
The Daily Times emailed 
all candidates qualified 
in a contested primary 
with an opportunity to 
complete a free profile 

form for Hats in the Ring.  
Responses to each ques-

tion were character count 
limited to provide equal 
opportunity for space to 

each candidate.  

More Online
View the profiles for any 

contested county  
primary by visiting

bit.ly/HatsinRing526

—  Marcus Fitzsimmons  
The Daily Times

PRIMARY: MAY 5 PRIMARY: MAY 5 
GENERAL: AUG. 6GENERAL: AUG. 6

PUBLICSAFETYOVER POLITICS

www.burns4sheriff.com

Vote

www.burns4sheriff.com
PAID POLITICAL AD FOR JERRY BURNS FOR BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF BY CANDIDATE

As Sheriff, I will:
• Strengthen public safety
• Recruit and retain top deputies
• Combat the drug and mental health crisis
• Protect our children

MISTY DAVIS
Blount County Commissioner

District 6, Seat B

Paid for by the committee to elect Misty Davis, Treasurer Darla Laneyy.

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT
FROM ME

• Stand Up for Taxpayers
• Believe in Conservr ative Values

• Not Controlled by Political Groups
• Listen to My Community

PAID FOR THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT TANNER JONES,MARKD. BENNETT, TREASURER

County Commission District 3

Seat A. Trusted conservative

leadership that works for YOU!
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County Commission District 8

County Commission District

Interstates

U.S. Highway

State Highway

Local Roads

Railroads

S Powerline (Incomplete)

Stream

Lakes / Rivers

City, Town

Blount County

      12,871TOTAL POPULATION
         -13DEVIATION
        -0.1%% DEVIATION
      11,912WHITE POPULATION
        92.5%% WHITE
          76BLACK POPULATION
         0.6%% BLACK
         883OTHER POPULATION
         6.9%% OTHER
         318HISPANIC POPULATION
         2.5%% HISPANIC

Created On: 12/16/2021
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