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Berrong
[ncumbent

ONLINE: Jamesberrong.com

BRIEFBIO: I've been blessed tolead the
BCSO over many hillsand valleys, guiding
our deputies and this community from
the front while maintaining the standards
we've worked hard toachieve.

WHY AREYOU RUNNING FORTHIS OFFICE?
| am running for the Office of Sher-
iff becauselaminspired to continue to
enforcethe high standards and policies
that my deputiesand | have worked hard
toachieve.Weare continually implement-
ing new technology and training con-
cepts that will help keep our citizens safe,
and| lookforward to witnessing the pos-
itive impactthat these tools willhave on
our community.

WHAT EXPERIENCEDOYOU HAVETHATWILL
ASSISTYOUINTHEDUTIESOFTHIS OFFICE?
| wasraised in Blount County and have
seenthe monumental growth that this
county has experienced, especially since
2020. I've guidedthe BCSO througha
spikeinillicit drug-related crimes, includ-
ingthe meth labsin the early to mid-
2000s to the current fentanyl crisis our
country isexperiencing. Through the hard
work of the Drug Task Force, which the
BCSOleads, we have taken a hard stance
onthose peddling drugs to our citizens,
getting convictions on the majority of
drug cases. Before this, | was point onrid-
dingthe county ofillegal massage parlors,
clearing the county of people engaged
in sex trade. Through partnerships with
local, state, and federal agencies, the
BCSOisleading the way, keeping Blount
County a safe community.

IFELECTED, WHATWOULDYOURTOPTWO PRI-
ORITIES BE? My top priorities are school
safetyand our continued stand on keep-
ing drugs/narcotics out of Blount County.
Through our strong SRO program since
has been in existence since the 1990s,
we've worked withthe school depart-
ment, assuring thereare SROs in every
schoolin Blount County, with additional
SROsinthe county’s high schools. Our
SROs are highly trained and prepared for
active threats they may encounter. Our

SROs, whoare hand-selected, and con-
tinually train on active shooter scenar-
ios and tactical response. Our SROs take
thetimeto gettoknow the studentsin
their schools, establishing relationships
thathave helped to thwart situations that
could'veled to tragedy. Another top pri-
ority isinterrupting the flow of illicit drug
and narcotics into our community. Inves-
tigators with the Drug Task Forceare a
determined group of men and women
whose goalistotake down individuals
who live to go after those who are trying
to poison our community, and that will
notlet up.

WHAT DOYOUSEE ASTHE BIGGESTISSUEFOR
THISOFFICEDURINGTHE UPCOMINGTERM?
| believe the biggestissue forthe Office of
Sheriffisaddressing the challenges that
continued growth will have on Blount
County,and theimpact of that growth.
Though our callsfor service have so far not
risen dramatically, the nature of the calls
are changing, requiring additional depu-
ties and time onsome of our calls for ser-
vice. Maintaining a staffing level to meet
theneeds of our shifting society will be
importantas we move forward. We havea
wonderful working relationship with the
Blount County Commissionand they sup-
portus when we have needs, and [ will
work hardto preserve that relationship to
insure a staffing level sufficientto main-
tainlaw and order.

WHYSHOULDVOTERS ELECTYOU? | believe my
track record speaks foritself. Since l was
firstappointed as Sheriff of Blount County,
the crimerate, especially crimes against
people, has remainedlow, and our quality
of lifeis top notch. Through the hard work
and efforts of our deputies, we continually
maintain our high standardsfor serving
thecitizens of Blount County. East Tennes-
see, and particularly Blount County, has
becomeatop choice forindividuals seek-
ingasafeplacetoliveandraiseafamily
andfortaking advantage of our conserva-
tive values. | know and love this commu-
nity and our citizens, and | will never take
for granted whata blessingitistolead this
agency into the future,

The Office:

TN Code§38-3-102
(a) The sheriffisthe
principal conserva-
torofthe peacein
the sheriff's county.
Itis the sheriff’s
dutytosuppressall
affrays, riots, routs,
unlawful assem-
blies, insurrections,
orotherbreaches
of thepeace, todo
whichthesher-
iff may summonto
such sheriff'said as
many ofthe inhab-
itants of the county
as such sheriff
thinks proper.
(b) It shall be the
duty ofthe sher-
iffs,intheirrespec-
tivecounties, by
themselves ordep-
uties, to patrol the
roads of the county,
toferretoutcrimes,
to secure evidence
of crimes, andto
apprehendand
arrest criminals.

Incumbent:

JamesBerrong

On GOP
ballot:

JamesBerrong
JerryDBurns

Aug. 6: Thereisnota
Democrat orindepen-
dentcandidate on the
ballot.The primary
winner will be elected

to office.

— Marcus Fitzsimmons
The DailyTimes

PRIMARY: MAY 5
GENERAL: AUG. 6

>

Burns
Challenger

ONLINE: burns4sheriff.com

BRIEFBIO: Jerry Burnsisa 15-yearlaw
enforcement veteran with a criminal jus-
tice degree. A business owner, husband
and father,Burns has served asa K9 han-
dler, instructor, and field training officer,
dedicated to public safety and protect-
ing families.

WHY AREYOU RUNNING FORTHIS OFFICE?
Iam running for Blount County Sheriff to
make a real difference in our community.
My career has been dedicated to serv-
ing and protecting others, and | believe
that strong leadership, proactive polic-
ing,and community engagement are key
to making Blount County safer for every-
one.As our county grows and changes,
our approach to public safety must evolve
while always putting citizens first. | will
work torebuild trust, support our dep-
uties,and ensure transparency and
accountability.

WHAT EXPERIENCE DOYOU HAVETHAT WILL
ASSISTYOUINTHEDUTIESOFTHIS OFFICE?
I bring law enforcement experience serv-
inginrolessuch as patrol deputy, K9 han-
dler, Field Training Officer, Defensive Tac-
tics Instructor,and Evidence Supervisor.
| have trained and mentored new depu-
ties, made critical decisionsin high stress
situations, and worked directly with the
community.|also continue toteach police
tactics and selfdefense to current offi-
cers. My experience has given mea strong
understanding of the challenges depu-
ties face as well as the expectations of the
citizens we serve. | believe in leading from
the front, supporting our deputies,and
building trust through accountability and
transparency to keep our community safe.

IFELECTED, WHATWOULDYOURTOPTWO PRIOR-
ITIESBE? My top two priorities as Sheriff will
be protecting our children and address-
ing the drug and mental health crisisin
our community. First, protecting children
must always comefirst. That means taking
every report of abuse seriously, aggres-
sively investigating crimes against chil-
dren,and ensuring offenders are held fully
accountable. lwill also strengthenthe

role of School Resource Officers sothey
arevisible, engaged, andtrusted lead-
ersinour schools helping preventissues
beforethey happen. Second, we must
confront the drugand mental health cri-
sisfromallangles.lwill focus on targeting
drug dealersandtraffickers whoare harm-
ing our community, while also supporting
partnerships that provide treatmentand
resources forthose struggling with addic-
tion and mental health challenges. Public
safety depends onstrong leadership that
is proactive, accountable, and focused on
protecting families.

WHATDOYOU SEE ASTHE BIGGESTISSUE FOR
THISOFFICEDURINGTHEUPCOMINGTERM? One
of the biggestissues facing this office
isthe needto adapttoa growingand
changing county. Blount County is not
thesameasitwas decadesago,and our
approach to public safety must evolve
withit. After many years underthe same
leadership thereis a growing concern
from citizens and deputies that the Sher-
iff's Office has not kept pace with today’s
challenges, including serious crimes
against children that demand stronger
enforcement and accountability. | will
address this by bringing proactive lead-
ership, aggressively investigating crimes
against children, supporting our depu-
ties,and strengthening efforts to combat
the drugand mental health crisis. Public
safety requires leadership thatis willing to
adapt, listenandact.

WHY SHOULDVOTERS ELECTYOU? | am ask-
ing foryour vote on May 5th because |
bring real law enforcement experience,
proven leadership,and a willingness to
dowhatis necessaryto protect this com-
munity.l have served in many roles during
my time as a police officerand | under-
stand both the challenges deputies face
andthe expectations of the citizens we
serve.Leadershipisnotaboutsittinginan
office, itis about being accountable, mak-
ing tough decisions, and leading fromthe
front. Blount County is growingand our
approach to public safety must evolve.we
cannotafford tofall behind onissues like
crimesagainst children, drugabuse and
mental health challenges. These prob-
lems demand action, not complacency.|
will aggressively protect our community,
hold criminals accountable, and take a
firm stance against those bringing drugs
into our community with proactive polic-
ing. | will supportour deputies, restore
trust,andensure transparency. This cam-
paign isabout onething, public safety
over politics.

EARLY VOTING: April 15 to April 30

Pellissippi: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays
Everett 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays
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PUBLIC SAFETY OVER POLITICS

As Sheriff, 1 will:

» Strengthen public safety

* Recruit and retain top deputies

* Combat the drug and mental health crisis

* Protect our children
www.burns4sheriff.com

PAID POLTICAL AD FOR JERRY BURNS FOR BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF BY CANDIDA

@nes Library: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 18, April 25

County Commission District 3

" Seat A. Trusted conservative
leadership that works for YOU!

Providence: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays, opens April 22
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 25

PAID FOR THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT TANNER JONES, MARK D. BENNETT, TREASURER INFO: www.blounttn.gov/447/Election—Commission
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