Akard
Incumbent

ONLINE: www facebook.com/
mikeakardcountycommissionerd2/

BRIEF BIO: Parents, Wayne Akard & Susie
(Myers) Bowman & Jack Bowman, DDS.
Grandparents, Herbert (Cades Cove)and
Kathryn Myers. Graduated Alcoa High
School 1983.UTK 1983-1988 &B.B.A.
fromETSU 1989.Founded ACTin 1993
(48 Employees). Married Donnain 1996.

WHYAREYOU RUNNING FORTHIS OFFICE?
I'ma native Blount Countianand I've
chosento livemyentire life hereinthe
perfect placetolive, work and raise a
family. Iwant to give back tothe com-
munity | love by helping thetaxpayers
get the mostfor every penny of the taxes
we pay without eliminating any services
currently provided.

WHATEXPERIENCE DOYOU HAVETHATWILL
ASSISTYOUINTHEDUTIESOF THIS OFFICE?
I'minarelatively unique positionsincel
have no conflicts of interest coming from
me nor any member of my family. | can
fairly evaluate every aspect of the posi-
tion and place mylegal votes accord-
ingly without any semblance of having
“conflict of interest”serving as your com-
missioner. Therefore, | can better weigh
issues of importance versus the various
requests seeking (not needing) funds as
I weigh the options spending yourtax
dollarsand my voting record provesiit.

IFELECTED, WHATWOULDYOURTOPTWO PRI-
ORITIES BE?Having seenfirsthand how
poor representation lead to major prop-
erty taxincreases every term 2007,
2011,and 2016 previously (I voted“no”
on 2016-2020 budgets), | have taken

anactive roll in maintaining the same
rateand/or reducing it every year since.
Those in power previously put Blount
Countyinavery bad economicstate

by approving some $200 millionin
expensesit couldn’t pay for, so commis-
sionersinstead borrowed the money
fromlenders paying only the highinter-
estand closing costs ...not one penny
of principal! So,in2021,wasinvolved
in pushing to maintain the current tax
rate to generate money torepay the
hugeirresponsible debt. Sincethattime,
Blount County has repaid more than
$100 million of these loans and remains
on-pace to have them paid off com-
pletely in not too distant future while
also remaining competitive with all
wages and maintaining normal areas of
responsibility concerning maintenance.
I very strongly believe in spending your
tax dollars wisely!

INWHAT COMMITTEE DOYOU FEELYOU COULD
DOTHEMOST GOOD? Budget

WHY SHOULDVOTERS ELECTYOU? I'm along-
standing Republican candidatethat
can'tbebought. Il always fairly evaluate
every aspect of the position and place
my votes accordingly withoutany sem-
blance ofimpropriety inserving asyour
commissioner. Therefore, | can better
weightheissues ofimportanceas com-
pared tothings various departments
might“want”but not“need”as | weigh
the options spending yourtax dollars.
Yes, areas of ‘need"must be adequately
addressed long before we spend your
taxrevenue on things that are not crit-
ical. Leakingroofs, failing HVAC sys-
tems, andfailing roadways & bridges
areallitemsthat“need"to be properly
addressed in short order, whereas there
areoftenitems of budgetary discus-
sionthatare better defined as“wants”
ratherthan“needs”. Special attention
must always be taken to carefully weigh
options concerningall requests for fund-
ing by yourtax dollars. Making wise
choicesis critical.
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Precincts:

Alcoa
Mentor
Oak Street
Pellissippi Campus

Incumbent:
Mike Akard

On GOP ballot:

Mike Akard
Terry Warwick

Aug. 6: Winnerfaces
TraceyFarr (D)

Hats in the Ring

The Daily Times emailed all
candidates qualifiedina
contested primary with an
opportunity to complete
a free profile formfor Hats
intheRing. Responsesto
each question were char-
acter count limitedto pro-
vide equal opportunity for
spacetoeach candidate.
Viewthe
profiles forany contested
county primary by visiting
bit.ly/HatsinRing526

— Marcus Fitzsimmons
The DailyTimes

G‘dUNTY"BOARD OF'COMMISSIONERS: SEAT 2-A

PRIMARY3JMAY 5
GENERAL: I;\,t'JrG. 6

Warwick
Challenger

ONLINE: https://docs.google.com/doc-
ument/d/1gn3TjU3FMNNtYkpgVnp-
mgAj2AocajBhjRjn5DsaKBNud/edit?f-
bclid=lwY2xjawRNx-ZleHRuA2FI-
bQIxMABicmIkETEOZEFFNDRrc2RrVm-
IrZTI1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjI-
yMDM5MTc40ODIwMDg5MgABHv-
VKA7nxUhEGFScMgsjYsHM2dag-
OglL6e-FsZOMcZ2RmzlgB_Yd3GK-
4i3tSru_aem_QOzOWSaPWzhpghxm-
FqoHng&tab=t.0

BRIEFBIO: Born and raised in Blount
County. Married to Mary Beth Hunt War-
wick for 31 years. Raised 2 sons, Jakeand
Jack. Retired from FedExafter 34 years.
Maryville High School graduate. Conser-
vative, Christian values.

WHY AREYOU RUNNING FORTHIS OFFICE?
| have been approached for yearsabout
running but my family and job were
my priority and | wasn't sure lwould
have the time to commit. Now thatlam
retired and my children are grown, | have
thetime to committoserving theresi-
dents of Blount County.

WHATEXPERIENCEDOYOU HAVETHATWILL
ASSISTYOU INTHEDUTIES OF THISOFFICE?
| have the experience of living and work-
inginBlount County my entirelife. |
pride myselfin the communication
skills that I builtas along time FedEx
employee. | have served my community
asayouth sports coach for many years.
Forseveral years, | was asmall business
owner. Currently,lownasmallfarmin
Blount County and understand the value
of land preservation.

IFELECTED, WHATWOULDYOURTOPTWO
PRIORITIES BE? My top prioritiesinclude
smart growth for Blount County as well
as strong schools forall students.

Growth should be well planned and not
reactive. Infrastructure and taxpayer
resources must be protected and the
character of Blount County must be pre-
served. Protecting ourfarmland from
irresponsible developmentis also cru-
cial.

Strong schools are the backbone of the
community. Teachers, students, and
classrooms must be supported and have
theresources they needto produce high
achievingstudents thatare preparedfor
thetransition to post secondary (higher
education or workforce). Students must
be provided opportunities to prepare
them for life beyond the classroom.

INWHAT COMMITTEEDOYOU FEELYOU COULD
DOTHEMOSTGOOD? Planning

WHYSHOULD VOTERSELECTYOU? lam a life-
long Blount County residentand look
forward to my grandchildren being
raised in this great county too. | have
acommon sense approachtolife, My
wife and | have raised our family and
provided for ourselves. We used the
resources we earned and builtasuccess-
fullife. lam someone that can voice my
opinion and concerns but will listen to
the opinions and concerns of my constit-
uentsand relay thatto the parties that
need to hear it. |amaman of my word
andwill not be swayed by external pres-
sure.

Ifl committo a project, | will give 100%
and will exceed the expectations of oth-
ersinvolved. My mindsetis, “ifit's worth
doing, it's worth givingityourall.”

I would be honored to have your vote
inthis election.

MISTY DAVIS

District 6, Seat B

« Stand Up for Taxpayers

Blount County Commissioner

PUBLIC SAFETY OVER POLITICS

As Sheriff, | will:

County Commission District 3 » Strengthen public safety

* Recruit and retain top deputies

» Combat the drug and mental health crisis

* Protect our children
www.burns4sheriff.com

PAID POLITICAL AD FOR JERRY BURNS FOR BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF BY CANDIDA

+ Believe in Conservative Values ‘;h
* Not Controlled by Political Groups

* Listen to My Community
Paid for by the committee to elect Misty Davis, Treasurer Darla Laney.

| Seat A. Trusted conservative
leadership that works for YOU!

PAID FOR THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT TANNER JONES, MARK D. BENNETT, TREASURER

Blount County
County Commission District 2
# OF COMMISSIONERS 2
TOTAL POPULATION 12,718
DEVIATION -166
% DEVIATION -1.3%
WHITE POPULATION 11,108
% WHITE 87 3%
BLACK POPULATION 388
% BLACK 31%
OTHER POPULATION 1,222
% OTHER 96%
HISPANIC POPULATION 570
% HISPANIC 4 5%
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