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“A straight line is the shortest in 
morals as in mathematics.” 

— Maria Edgeworth, 
Anglo-Irish novelist 

(1767-1849).

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

ATHENS TOWNSHIP — 
Identity theft continues to 
plague Americans.

With many hitting the 
road for vacations during 
the warmer months, Terry 
Greene with the Pennsyl-
vania Attorney General’s 
Office warned that it’s a 
prime time for card skim-
mers, which can be placed 
on gas station card readers 
to steal credit card informa-
tion.

“It really happens twice a 
year — the vacation sea-
son and then when day-
light savings time ends 
and it’s dark because 
s o m e o n e  c o u l d  ve r y 
easily get in there. You 
think they’re getting gas 
when they’re putting a 
skimmer on there,” he 
explained.

Greene highlighted this 
and other identity theft 
issues as part of  a town 
hall meeting held by state 
Rep. Tina Pickett (R-110) 
during her 19th Annual 
Senior Expo on Friday at 
Lynch-Bustin Elementary.

According to Greene, 18 
million people are affected 
by identity theft across the 
country each year, resulting 

in $16 billion in losses.
“You want to keep your 

personal infor mation 
secure,” he told the audi-
ence, adding that a safe or 
lock box is ideal for papers 
with personal information 
that one might want to keep 
on hand. For other papers, 
he said to shred them before 
disposal.

With calls, he said to not 
give personal information 
out over the phone.

“You just have to be very 
conscientious about what 
you are doing with your 
personal information,” said 
Greene.

He also warned about 
phishing or spoof  emails, 
or even fraudulent sites that 
show up in a search, that 
can impersonate shopping 

sites or credit card compa-
nies.

“Next thing you know 
your on there fi lling in per-
sonal information, your 
address, Social Security 
number, and it’s not even 
going to where you think 
it’s going,” said Greene. 
“You have to be very, very 
savvy when you’re on the 
web. You should be looking 
for secure websites. If  you 
see a little lock or https, 
you’re pretty good.”

For those who believe 
that they have been the vic-
tim of  identity theft, Greene 
said they should be to call 
their local police agency, 
close all of  their accounts 
and open up new accounts 
with new pin numbers, con-
tact the Federal Trade Com-

mission, the Social Security 
office, and the three credit 
bureaus — Equifax, Experi-
an and Trans Union.

“You just have to be very 
conscientious about what 
you are doing with your 
personal information,” said 
Greene.

In addition to securing or 
shredding personal infor-
mation, he advised people 
to call 1-888-5-OPT-OUT to 
eliminate the pre-approved 
offers that come through 
via the internet, examine 
credit card bills very close-
ly, and request a credit 
report every four months 
from one of  the three credit 
agencies, using a different 
one each time. Also, Greene 

AG rep: Vacation time is 
prime for card skimmers

Attorney 
General’s 

Office, sheriff 
provide safety 
tips as part of 
senior expo
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Terry Greene with the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office talked about identity theft as part of 
last week’s Senior Expo town hall meeting.
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Bradford County Sheriff Clinton “C.J.” Walters talks about home safety as 
state Rep. Tina Pickett (R-110) looks on.

BY COY GOBBLE
Staff Writer

WYSOX TOWNSHIP — The Wysox Township Super-
visors have set a date for the township’s public infor-
mational meeting on FEMA’s new fl oodplain maps. The 
public meeting will be held at 6 p.m. on Thursday, June 
27 at the Wysox Fire Hall.

The FEMA timeline of  the adoption of  new flood-
plain maps started in September of  2017 with fl ood risk 
review being the fi rst step, then the issuance of  prelimi-
nary maps, which was taken in late August of  2018.

From there, an outreach meeting of  FEMA and local 
officials took place in December of  2018 and the com-
ments period, or where locals were asked to proof  the 
maps for inaccuracies not related to the fl oodplains, fol-
lowed.

Since the comments period began, a government 
shutdown took place, throwing a wrench into the FEMA 
timeline. Originally the comments period was only sup-
posed to last for a month, but ended up being extend-
ed into June due to the shutdown. June 11 marked the 
beginning of  the appeals period of  the ongoing process.

The appeals period is where residents of  Bradford 
County can appeal flood zone designations within 90 
days of  the start of  the period.

Residents appealing FEMA’s maps must have be scien-
tifi c and technical data supporting their assertion that 
the fl ood hazard information is either inappropriate or 
incorrect. Anybody may submit an appeal of  the map 
but they must fi rst be sent to the community CEO, a des-
ignated person from each municipality, who is responsi-
ble for reviewing and consolidating appeals and submit-
ting them along with a written opinion stating whether 
the appeal is justifi ed.

Multiple residences in Wysox Township are now 
included in the proposed fl oodplains. Wysox Township 
offi cials hope the meeting will be attended by those who 
are now included so that they are aware of  the timeline 
and what needs to be done if  they believe that FEMA’s 
data is incorrect.

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@thedai-
lyreview.com; Facebook @CoyGobbleDailyReview.

Wysox Township to 
hold public meeting 
on updated FEMA 
flood zone maps

BY MARC LEVY 
Associated Press

H A R R I S BU RG,  Pa . 
(AP) — Pennsylvania law-
makers said Monday they 
have struck a compro-
mise on a spending plan 
that uses surplus dollars 
to spread around mod-
est spending increases, 
hold the line on taxes and 
make a substantial depos-
it into a relatively bare 
budgetary reserve.

Votes in the Republi-
can-controlled Legisla-
ture were expected later 
this week, as the fiscal 
year winds down and leg-
islative aides scramble to 
prepare hundreds of  pag-
es of  budget-related legis-
lation before lawmakers 
leave Harrisburg for the 
summer.

The main budget bill 

for the 2019-20 fi scal year 
starting July 1 emerged 
from the House Appro-
priations Committee on 
a 27-9 vote, with every 
Republican in favor and 
Democrats split. Demo-
crats who voted against 
it issued various crit-
icisms, including its 
failure to include a min-
imum wage increase 
and the elimination of  
a Depression-era cash 
assistance program that 
temporarily provided 
$200 a month to people 
deemed unable to work.

Pennsylvania is in 
its strongest stretch of  
tax collections since the 
recession a decade ago, 
bringing a reprieve from 
a string of  tight budget 
years and defi cits.

Pennsylvania budget 
compromise hinges on 
saving surplus cash
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