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Endless Mountains Her-
itage Region Executive 
Director Cain Chamberlin 
is hoping an updated her-
itage sign along the Mer-
rill Parkway in Towanda 
Borough and another in 
one of  the county’s other 
population centers can go 
up in dedication to the late 
Ed Bustin, who served both 
as a commissioner and as 
a member of  the EMHR 
board until his sudden pass-
ing in April at the age of  59.

Chamberlin shared the 
idea with the Bradford 
County Commissioners 
Thursday as he requested 
a letter of  support for his 
Room Tax Grant applica-
tion for the project.

The new funding cycle 
was opened Tuesday by the 
Bradford County Tourism 
Promotion Agency.

Chamberlin said the cur-
rent “Experience Northern 
Pennsylvania” sign featur-
ing a variety of  area attrac-
tions is outdated, and he 
hoped to incorporate a pic-
ture of  Bustin on the new 
sign to honor his contri-
bution to the organization 
over the years.

“He was such a pivotal 
part of  our organization 
when he was a board mem-
ber,” Chamberlin explained.

Commissioner Doug 
McLinko has since stepped 
up in Bustin’s place on the 
EMHR board.

When Chamberlin asked 
commissioners about a 
location for a second sign, 
they suggested along the 
new Diahoga Trail connect-
ing Sayre and Athens bor-
oughs given its proximity to 
the Susquehanna River and 
the fact that Bustin called 
the Valley home.

“That would be a very 
nice place,” Chamberlin 
said.

The new round of  Room 
Tax Grant funding, totals 
just under $100,000.

The grant program is 

funded by 30% of  Occupan-
cy Tax revenues generat-
ed for the county through 
lodging, while the other 
70% support the Bradford 
County Tourism Promotion 
Agency’s efforts to promote 
the county and its events.

The agency had $120,000 
to award last year and 
$87,000 the year prior, 
according to tourism Exec-
utive Director Robyn Cum-
mings.

“Obviously it fluctuates 
based on funds and how 
many tourists we have,” she 
explained. “This year we 
were really nervous with 
the COVID, with events 
being canceled and things 
being shut down, what we 
would have to offer. Our 
county has done fairly well, 
being that we are rural 
and focused on rural recre-

ation.”
The grant is geared for 

501c3, 501c6, or branches 
of  municipal governments 
that have offerings that can 
bring people into the area 
and are advertised beyond a 
50-mile radius.

“The goal is to bring peo-
ple here,” Cummings said.

The grant money can also 
help with marketing or way-
finding to help people find 
area attractions.

Applications will be 
accepted through Friday, 
Oct. 16 or must be post-
marked by that date.

For more information or 
applications, visit www.vis-
itbradfordcounty.com.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1628; mhicks@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @
Matt Hicks Daily Review.

EMHR planning new signage with dedication to Ed Bustin
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Officials with the Endless Mountains Heritage Region hope to incorporate this photo of Ed Bustin with new signage in his memory.
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Endless Mountains Heritage Region Executive Director Cain Chamberlin 
talks about new signage being planned in honor of the late Ed Bustin.
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The area Vietnam Last Man’s Club met Saturday afternoon at the Towanda VFW Post, with all enjoy-
ing a buffet lunch and social time. In the front, from left, are John Schmeckenbecher, Warren 
Overpeck, Joe Wilcox, David Redding, Jack Krotzer and Charlie Strickland. Back: Dale McKay, Frank 
Barber, Richard Kuykendall, Jim Beebe, Gary Foster, Ed Moore, Dean Kuykendall and Rusty Eddy. 
Also attending but not shown were Corny Blokzyl and Roy Schrimp. The club is made up of veterans 
of the Vietnam War and numbers 25 members now. The last surviving member will inherit a bottle of 
wine, bought about 50 years ago. “I think by the time the last man is around he won’t want to drink 
it!” Overpeck joked.

Vietnam Last Man’s Club gathers again
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
In times of  crisis — wars, 
hurricanes, pandemics — 
effective leaders strike a 
balance between inspira-
tional rhetoric and level-
ing with the public about 
the tough times ahead.

Historians say Trump 
missed the important 
lessons about how other 
world leaders have navi-
gated crises.

Facing the coronavi-
rus, Trump chose a differ-
ent path, acknowledging 
that from early on he was 
intentionally “playing 
down” the threat from an 
outbreak that has gone on 
to kill more than 190,000 
Americans. His rosy 

assessment of  the peril 
confronting the nation 
spotlights the struggles he 
has faced in trying to steer 
the United States through 
the challenge of  a pandem-
ic.

Trump on Thursday 
placed himself  in the 
august company of  Roos-
evelt and Churchill for the 
way he has handled this 
crisis, adding that he had 
low-balled the threat to 
prevent “panic.”

He spoke with admira-
tion of  Roosevelt’s famous 
admonition against fear 
and Churchill’s ability 
to project calm during 
the bombing of  London. 
Trump said of  his own 
performance: “We did it 

Trump’s virus debate: 
Project strength or 
level with public

See TRUMP Page A13

WORLD BRIEFLY

10,000 women march to demand that 
Belarus president resign

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — About 10,000 women marched nois-
ily through the Belarusian capital on Saturday, beating pots 
and pans and shouting for the resignation of the country’s 
authoritarian president in the 35th consecutive day of large 
anti-government protests.

Many carried portraits of Maria Kolesnikova, a leader of the 
opposition Coordination Council that is seeking a new presi-
dential election for the ex-Soviet nation of 9.5 million people. 
She was jailed this week after police tried to force her out of 
the country. Her lawyer says Kolesnikova was driven to the 
border with Ukraine, but tore up her passport and refused to 
leave Belarus.

Others carried placards reading “ “You painted my heart 
with blue pain,” referring to President Alexander Lukashenko’s 
claim that some women previously had painted themselves to 
appear to have been bruised by police beatings.

The human rights group Viasna said more than 70 people 
were detained by police during the march.

Lukashenko refuses to meet with the council, and most of 
its leaders have been detained or have left the country.

The protests began Aug. 9 after a presidential election that 
officials say handed Lukashenko a sixth term in office with 
80% support. Opponents and some poll workers say the 
election results were rigged. Some protesters have displayed 
bruises from a violent police crackdown in the days after the 
election, when over 7,000 protesters were detained.
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