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“We must not say every mistake 

is a foolish one.” 

— Cicero, 

Roman scholar 

(106-43 B.C.).

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

WINDHAM TOWNSHIP — The 
community is stepping up for a local 
Korean War veteran whose home had 
fallen into such disrepair that when 
Pennsylvania State Constable Jim 
Canning recently arrived to serve a 
tax notice, he thought the home had 
been abandoned — until he saw a light 
on inside.

After making his way through 
heavily overgrown weeds and having 
to leave his card, Canning ended up 
connecting with 90-year-old Raymond 
Dick and learning about his story.

“I decided that I wasn’t just going to 
stand by and watch this elderly Kore-
an War veteran lose his property over 
years of  taxes, so I thought I would do 
something,” said Canning.

An offi cial fundraiser started after 
Canning shared the veteran’s story 
and found that people were willing to 
donate.

In fact, a Help for Raymond Face-
book fundraiser set up on Saturday 
has already brought in more than 
$7,500 from 189 people.

“In a very short amount of  time 
we raised enough money for his 
taxes, so anything being raised now 
will go toward repairs,” he said. “My 
god, there’s so many people and vol-
unteers wanting to come up and do 
stuff, companies donating equip-
ment for them.”

The Audie J. Mincer PTSD/Can-
cer Awareness Benefit purchased a 
new refrigerator that will be delivered 
to the home, according to Canning. 
There are also workers who are check-
ing out the leaky roof  and interior 
damages that resulted, which is why 
Dick’s wife was no longer able to live 
in the home.

“If  we can get that taken care of, she 
can move back in,” he said.

According to the Facebook event 
page, organizers have also welcomed 
donations of  water for Saturday’s 
workers, and a contractor to repair 
Dick’s roof, although they are still ask-
ing for a port-a-potty, fi rewood, wash-
er, dryer, fuel oil for winter heating, 

coolers of  ice for the water, and food 
for the workers.

On the event page, co-organizer Ter-
rie Schoonover stated, “God put Jim 
where he needed to be.”

“I’m just a younger veteran trying 
to help out an older veteran,” said 
Canning. “Especially our senior vets 
who fought in World War II and Korea, 
they shouldn’t have to live their fi nal 
years worrying about keeping their 
homes. This guy gave two years of  
his life to serve in Korea. I think that 
doing this for him is the least we can 
do.”

Saturday’s work bee will include 
volunteers with brush hogs to tackle 
the overgrown weeds, while others 
will take care of  cleaning inside the 
home, moving appliances, and taking 
care of  other needs.

“There’s a lot of  trash,” Canning 
said, with hope that they will get 
a dumpster donated for the site. 
“There’s a lot of  manual labor that 
will be needed.”

The work bee is scheduled between 
8:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Any excess donations will be dedi-
cated to setting up a non-profi t to help 
other needy veterans in the area.

“There’s a lot of  veterans in this 
county facing the same situations,” 
said Canning.

Anyone interested in helping out 
Saturday is asked to send a message 
through the Help for Raymond Face-
book event page.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 

1628; mhicks@thedailyreview.com; Face-

book @Matt Hicks Daily Review.
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Help for Raymond will bring volunteers to the home of 90-year-old 
Korean War veteran Raymond Dick on Saturday to help with much 
needed maintenance and repairs.

A chance to give back

BY COY GOBBLE

Staff Writer

TOWANDA BOROUGH — Federal Offi cials from 
the Department of  Energy, United States Depart-
ment of  Agriculture and possibly more are expect-
ed to visit Bradford County sometime near the end 
of  October or early November, according to Brad-
ford County Commissioner Doug McLinko.

“It’s pretty exciting, it’s taken a long time to get 
these people to come up,” McLinko said on Sunday. 
“We want to show them what’s happening at the 
grassroots level.”

Outside of  the commissioners and the federal 
officials, industry leaders in energy and agricul-
ture from across the United States are expected to 
be on hand for the one-day visit as well as local and 
regional politicians, business leaders, and educa-
tors to show the feds how the agriculture and ener-
gy businesses are conducted at the ground level.

The itinerary for the event is not settled yet, but 
McLinko said that he wants to at least tour some 
agricultural facilities as well as a major business in 
the area.

“It’s going to be a pretty packed day. But it’s about 
the one-on-ones and discussions so we can get a 
sense of  what’s going on and they get a sense of  
what we’re doing.”

The Bradford County Commissioners have been 
urging the departments to come to the area for 
some time, according to McLinko.

“I’ve traveled to Washington a couple times and 
offered them to come up so we could talk about, for 
example, how we’re improving broadband in our 
county. I think that’s as innovative and creative as 
it gets, the way we’re doing it. I think they’d be very 
interested in that.”

McLinko said that he feels that the federal gov-
ernment can look too much at the industry level on 
things like energy and agriculture and that “look-
ing at ground level, grassroots” is not done enough.

“I hope we can walk away with some real oppor-
tunities,” McLinko said of  what he expects Brad-
ford County to get out of  the visit. “We have a lot 
of  smart people in the area. I think it’s a big deal, 
I’m excited.”

Announcements on exactly who will be making 
the trip to Northeastern Pennsylvania and when it 
will take place are expected in the near future.

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@
thedailyreview.com; Facebook @CoyGobbleDailyReview.

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM 

Associated Press

As lawyers exchange mountains of  paper and dicker 
over the details of  a settlement with OxyContin maker Pur-
due Pharma, Americans are dying from opioids by the tens 
of  thousands in an epidemic that grinds on in state after 
state, community after community, with no end in sight.

In July, the coroner serving the Columbus, Ohio, area 
reported nine overdose deaths in just 48 hours. Police in 
Norwalk, Connecticut, responded to eight overdoses — 
fi ve fatal — over a six-day period in August and September. 
In Pennsylvania’s hard-hit York County, the coroner inves-
tigated eight suspected overdose deaths in a single week of  
August, and four in 24 hours.

“This is a battle that’s not going to end easily, and it will be 
something we are fighting for a while,” York Coroner Pam 
Gay said. “It’s going to take awhile to see a significant decline.”

York resident Ed Bojarsky got an oxycodone prescrip-

tion to manage pain from his kidney disease and became 
addicted, taking “an ungodly amount” of  the powerful 
drug as his illness progressed, his stepmother said.

“You don’t need all that medication,” Tina Bojarski 
would tell him. But he “didn’t want to hear it,” she said. 
“Because once you have it, you need it.”

And when he couldn’t get it, Tina Bojarski said, he 
turned to the streets. Last month, the 36-year-old died of  a 
suspected overdose.

“These doctors do this to people. This medication does 
this to people. And then what are they supposed to do?” his 
stepmother said.

Purdue has entered into a proposed settlement with about 
half  the states and at least 1,000 local governments, but attor-
neys general in Pennsylvania and other states have come out 
against the deal, calling it insufficient. They vowed to contin-
ue litigation against the company and the family that owns it.
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‘Once you have it, you need it’: Opioid epidemic still rages
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In this July 17 file photo, Eddie Davis steps up to 
the gravestone of his son Jeremy, who died from 
the abuse of opioids in Coalton, Ohio.See OPIOID Page A10
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