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“Your time is limited, so don’t 
waste it living someone else’s 
life. Don’t be trapped by dogma 
– which is living with the results 
of other people’s thinking.”

– Steve Jobs

$1.4B from CARES Act sent to dead ... A6
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Save more than 
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Seahawks
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BY WENDY POST
For the Review

The pandemic has drasti-
cally changed the landscape 
of  American life, and the 
education system has been 
greatly impacted. Distance 
learning became the new 
normal for most students at 
the end of  last school year.

As the region strives 
to re-open with relaxed 
restrictions on physical dis-
tancing, there are ongoing 
discussions and questions 
regarding what plans will 
be put in place for students 
for the new school year.

And we may be just shy 
of  five months into the 
coronavirus pandemic, but 
we’re only weeks away from 
what would be the begin-
ning of  a traditional school 
year for students.

With plans hinging on 
government decisions, 

data points, talking points 
and even, in some cases, 
politics, schools through-
out the Twin Tiers region 
are scrambling to put their 
plans in place and get 
everything lined up for an 
opening that will be func-
tional during the pandemic. 
Under these plans, learn-
ing could be carried out 
through various methods 
such as in-person, remotely, 
or a combination of  both, 
with often staggered sched-
ules to comply with occu-
pancy restrictions.

For example, Blue Ridge 
School District, which 
serves the Hallstead and 
Montrose area in Susque-
hanna County is going with 
a hybrid plan that will offer 
a combination of  in-person 
and remote learning.

For this plan, the students 
on campus will be split 
into groups with Group A 

attending classes on Mon-
days and Tuesdays, and 
Group B will attend school 
in-person on Thursdays and 
Fridays.

Alternatively, the Elk 
Lake School District, 
which serves a more rural 
area, will offer in-person 
instruction, with class sizes 
reduced to 25 or less, desks 
placed 3 to 6 feet apart, alter-
nating lunch schedules, and 
the requirement of  face cov-
erings on the school bus.

In Bradford County, 
school districts are pre-
paring all options when it 
comes to reopening, with 
most plans to be finalized 
next month. Some districts, 
such as the Athens Area 
School District, have been 
reaching out to parents and 
guardians via survey to get 
their thoughts on topics 
such as preferred method 
of  instruction, concerns for 

the new school year amid 
COVID-19, bussing, and 
extracurricular activities.

In Tioga County, New 
York, superintendents are 
also working on their plans 
for reopening, which need 
to be submitted to the gov-
ernor by July 31. Following 
this, New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, who has been both 
criticized and praised for 
his strict stance on re-open-
ing things in the state, will 
make a decision; a decision 
that should arrive during 
the fi rst week in August.

In the meantime, superin-
tendents like Corey Green, 
from the Owego Apalachin 
School District, are working 
with their stakeholders to 
devise a plan that will work 
for everyone.

In a letter to members 
of  the school community, 

THE FACE OF EDUCATION

How officials, parents 
hope students can 
connect with learning in 
the age of coronavirus
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Pictured is the Sayre High School. The sign out front shares the feelings of the district’s educators.
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Bradford County now 
has three more confirmed 
COVID-19 cases as report-
ed by the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Health Sat-
urday, bringing the total to 
date to 68.

The county has had 14 
confirmed cases this week 
alone, beginning with a six-
case spike reported Monday. 
As more people get tested, 
negative results contin-

ue climbing has well. The 
county currently has 4,720 
negative tests, according to 
the Department of  Health. 
Meanwhile, there continues 
to be no new probable cases 
or deaths.

Statewide, the Depart-
ment of  Health reported 
1,054 additional positive 
COVID-19 cases and 13 new 
deaths. Offi cials noted that 
157,974 people have been 
tested over the past week.

Three more 
confirmed COVID-
19 cases reported for 
Bradford County
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BY BRIANNE 
OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

ATHENS BOROUGH – 
Snowballs and Christmas 
carols fl ew through the air, 
and Santa was spotted in 
red shorts Saturday in Ath-
ens Borough as locals rang 
in Christmas in July.

While Athens’ annual 
street fair, which is usual-
ly held this weekend, was 
cancelled due to COVID-19, 
local  businesses still 
brought holly jolly joy into 
town, including through 
a snowball fight at Teaoga 
Square.

Children laughed and 
even aimed snowballs at 
Santa during the fight, 
which was held at noon and 
hosted by Valley Snow Co.

Becky Clark, the owner 
of  Valley Snow Co., said 
since Christmas in July 
(July 25) fell on a Saturday 
this year, it was a perfect 
time to offer a little light-
hearted happiness to area 
residents.

“Since we specialize in 
snowballs I said let’s do a 
snowball fight, something 
different, something fun, 
something cool for the kids 
to do, so we just came up 
with the idea and ran with 
it,” she explained.

“I think it brightens their 
spirit because obviously 
everything with COVID and 
right now there’s not much 
going on this summer,” she 
added. “They’re not able 
to do much and, even with 

Holly Jolly July
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Snowballs flew through the air in Athens Borough 
on Saturday despite hot summer temperatures 
during a Christmas in July celebration.

See JOLLY Page A9

BY BRIANNE 
OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

MONROETON – Mud 
fl ew and wheels spun under 
a hot sun Saturday as the 
8th Annual Mountaineer 
Mud Bog revved into town 
with trucks, jeeps and more 
competing in Mountaineer 
Park to raise money for the 
Monroe Hose Company.

Chris Donovan, a volun-
teer fi refi ghter and organiz-
er of  the Mountaineer Mud 
Bog, stated that the truck 
drivers were “itching” to get 
out and compete after many 
events have been cancelled 
this year due to COVID-19. 
He added that the the event 
continues to pride itself  
on being a family-friendly 
event for all ages and a con-
tributor to the fire depart-

ment.
While children at the 

mud bog were treated to 
free toys, Donovan said he 
also had the opportunity 
to meet an elderly attendee 
who was excited to travel to 
see the mud-covered may-
hem. Admission is kept at 
an affordable price in hopes 
of  keeping it accessible to 
families of  all sizes.

With the Monroeton 

Rodeo – another one of  the 
Monroe Hose Company’s 
largest fundraisers – having 
been cancelled this year due 
to COVID-19, Donovan stat-
ed that it’s a great feeling to 
be able to help raise money 
that helps the fire depart-
ment continue to function. 
He encouraged everyone to 
“do their part” in support-
ing the department.

Mud flinging for Monroe firefighters
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Alex Bagle rips across Mountaineer Park. 
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