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You can’t be that kid standing 
at the top of the water slide 
over thinking it. You have to go 
down the chute.

Tina Fey

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, 
ZEKE MILLER AND 
ALEXANDRA JAFFE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Joe Biden was sworn in as 
the 46th president of  the 
United States on Wednes-
day, declaring that “democ-
racy has prevailed” and 
summoning American 
resilience and unity to con-
front the deeply divided 
nation’s historic confl uence 
of  crises.

Denouncing a national 
“uncivil war,” Biden took 
the oath at a U.S. Capitol 
that had been battered by 
an insurrectionist siege just 
two weeks earlier. Then, 
taking his place in the 
White House Oval Offi ce, he 
plunged into a stack of  exec-
utive actions that began 
to undo the heart of  his 
polarizing predecessor ‘s 
agenda on matters from the 
deadly pandemic to climate 
change.

At the Capitol, with the 
American tradition of  
peaceful transfers of  power 
never appearing more frag-
ile, the quadrennial ceremo-
ny unfolded within a circle 
of  security forces evocative 
of  a war zone and devoid of  
crowds because of  the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Instead, Biden gazed 
out on a cold Washington 
morning dotted with snow 
flurries to see over 200,000 
American flags planted on 
the National Mall to sym-
bolize those who could not 
attend in person.

“The will of  the people 

has been heard, and the will 
of  the people has been heed-
ed. We’ve learned again that 
democracy is precious and 
democracy is fragile. At this 
hour, my friends, democ-
racy has prevailed,” Biden 
declared in his speech. 
“This is America’s day. This 

is democracy’s day. A day in 
history and hope, of  renew-
al and resolve.”

History was made at his 
side, as Kamala Harris 
became the first woman 
to be vice president. The 

Biden takes the helm, appeals 
for unity to take on crises

AP Photo/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE

President-elect Joe Biden, his wife Jill Biden and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris and her husband Doug Emhoff arrive at the steps of the U.S. 
Capitol for the start of the official inauguration ceremonies, in Washington, 
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021. 

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

ULSTER TOWNSHIP 
– An Athens Area High 
School student was killed 
in a car crash Wednesday 
morning.

Jordan Christian Garris, 
16, of  Sayre, was killed in a 
two-vehicle crash on Route 
220 in Ulster Township, 
according to information 
from Bradford County Coro-
ner Tim Carman and Penn-
sylvania State Police.

Car man said Garris 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene at 9:28  a.m. The 
cause of  death was reported 
to be multiple blunt force 
traumatic injuries and was 
ruled accidental.

According to police, the 
crash took place around 
8:42 a.m. just north of  Mil-
lionaire Lane. Garris was 
traveling south in his 2008 
Mazda at a high rate of  
speed when he lost control 
of  the vehicle. The Mazda 
crossed the double yellow 
line and was struck in the 
passenger side by a north-
bound Ford F250 driven by 
53-year-old Mark A. Carl of  
Eagles Mere. 

Both vehicles were towed 
from the scene by Furman 

and Jones Towing. Police 
said Carl was transported to 
Guthrie Robert Packer Hos-
pital for suspected minor 
injuries.

Firefighters from Ulster, 
North Towanda, Athens 
Township assisted at the 
scene along with Greater 
Valley and Guthrie EMS.

In a message to the com-
munity posted on Facebook 
Wednesday, the Athens 
Area High School said, 
“Our deepest condolences 
and thoughts go out to the 
family and friends of  this 
student. During this time, 
as the entire staff  and stu-
dent body begin to process 
this tragic news, we have a 
team of  crisis and support 
counselors on site and avail-
able should any student or 
staff  member need to talk.”

Garris’ family has set up 
a GoFundMe page that, as 
of  10 p.m. Wednesday night, 
had raised $2,460 with a 
$10,000 goal. 

“He was one of  the most 
kind, fun, (and) loving kids 
I know,” organizer Ashley 
Fenchel said on the page. 
“He always lit up everyone’s 
lives.”

Review Staff Writer Bri-
anne Ostrander contributed 
to this report.

Athens student 
killed in Wednesday 
morning crash

BY BRIANNE 
OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

When Vice President 
Kamala Harris was sworn 
into office Wednesday she 
made history as the first 
female, Black and south 
Asain woman to take the 
second highest role in the 
nation.

Across the country her 
inauguration was celebrat-
ed, including in Bradford 
County by multiple local 
women who viewed the 

milestone of  first female 
vice president as a win for 
women’s rights, stepping 
stone for larger inclusivity 
and springboard towards 
greater opportunity for all 
individuals in America.

Lisa LaBarre, chairwom-
an of  the Bradford Coun-
ty Democratic Party, said 
she was “on pins and nee-
dles” worrying that Har-
ris’s inauguration would 
not take place or would 
be delayed due to the con-
testing of  election results, 
but was moved to tears as 

Harris was sworn in on 
Wednesday.

LaBarre relayed that it is 
especially signifi cant to her 
that the country has sworn 
in its fi rst female vice presi-
dent on the 100th year anni-
versary of  the granting of  
women’s suffrage.

“I just get teary eyed 
every time I think about it, 
I’m so proud of  all the work 
that we did and that we 
finally have a woman get-
ting sworn in. … It’s amaz-
ing,” she said.

LaBarre expressed that 

while the Charlotte Whit-
ton quote that reads “what-
ever women do they must 
do twice as well as men to 
be thought half  as good,” 
is well known, Harris’ elec-
tion is one more step for-
ward in making it untrue.

For LaBarre, Harris’ 
inauguration is a signal to 
all Americans that no mat-
ter what race, gender or 
background they come from 
they are welcome to serve 
their community, which 
will encourage more people 
to become involved and pro-

vide more diverse points of  
view.

LaBarre celebrated the 
theme of  unity that was 
highlighted throughout 
Wednesday’s inauguration, 
pointing out that Harris, as 
well as several other hon-
ored female guests at the 
inauguration, wore purple 
outfi ts. The color is known 
to represent bipartisanship 
as it signifi es the mixing of  
Republican represented red 
and Democrat represented 
blue.

Seventeen-year-old Cora 

Weldy, a Troy High School 
senior aspiring to pursue 
political science, said Har-
ris’ achievement of  becom-
ing first female vice presi-
dent to her is a “step in the 
right direction” and a visu-
al representation for young 
women that they really can 
pursue their dreams.

“As kids, we are all told 
we can be whatever we 
want. However, once we get 
older, girls have to realize 
that maybe they can’t be 

BY CHRISTEN SMITH
The Center Square

As President Joe Biden 
was sworn in Wednesday in 
Washington, Pennsylvania 
offi cials offered congratula-
tions to the Scranton native.

“Today a scrappy kid 
from Scranton will become 
the 46th president of  the 
United States,” said Gov. 
Tom Wolf. “Looking for-
ward to getting to work 
rebuilding our economy, 
fighting the spread of  
COVID-19, and realizing the 
vision of  a better future for 
everyone.”

Biden takes office two 
weeks after a mob gath-

ered in support of  former 
President Donald Trump 
stormed the Capitol, inter-
rupting a joint session of  
Congress convened to verify 
the results of  the 2020 elec-
tion. Biden spoke of  unity 
in his inaugural address 
before heading to the Oval 
Offi ce to undo a handful of  
his predecessor’s executive 
orders.

“On this January day, 
my whole soul is in this: 
Bringing America together, 
uniting our people, uniting 
our nation,” Biden said he 
addressed the nation for the 
first time as president on 
Wednesday. “And I ask every 
American to join me in this 

cause.”
“With unity, we can do 

great things, important 
things,” he continued. “We 
can right wrongs. We can 
put people to work in good 
jobs. We can teach our chil-
dren in safe schools. We can 
overcome the deadly virus. 
We can reward, reward 
work, and rebuild the mid-
dle class and make health 
care secure for all. We can 
deliver racial justice and 
we can make America once 
again the leading force for 
good in the world.”

Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro and Senate Minori-
ty Leader Jay Costa, D-Pitts-

burgh, offered their support 
via Twitter.

“President Joe Biden and 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris will lead with kindness, 
empathy and fairness,” 
Shapiro said. “They know 
the challenges Americans 
face because they have lived 
them. This is a moment 
of  healing for our country. 
Let’s move forward, togeth-
er.”

“He starts his term in 
some of  the most challeng-
ing times this nation has 
ever seen but I am confi dent 
in his ability to lead and 
unify,” Costa said. “We can 
build back better.”

The comments come 
amid virtual silence from 
Republicans in the Gen-
eral Assembly. Tensions 
between the two parties 
reached a fever pitch when 
Democrats blamed the 
majority party for fanning 
the flames of  insurrection 
by challenging the results 
of  the 2020 election. Repub-
licans maintain that dis-
parate application of  the 
state’s agreed-to laws meant 
that votes were tabulated 
different across the coun-
ties, undermining the valid-
ity of  the results.

Lawrence Tobias, chair-
man of  the state Republican 
Party, issued a statement 

Wednesday thanking the 
outgoing administration 
and offering well wishes to 
the incoming one.

“We are deeply grateful to 
President Donald J. Trump 
for all he has done to make 
America great again, and 
we trust he will continue 
to be a champion for the 
people and values we hold 
dear,” he said. “We congrat-
ulate President Biden and 
Vice President Harris, and 
ask God to guide them. We 
root for our great nation, 
and we pray this new 
administration will never 
fail to recognize and defend 
every American’s God-given 
rights.”

State officials react to Pennsylvania native Biden’s inauguration

Local ladies voice support for first female VP
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