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“I only regret that I have but one 
life to give for my country.”

– Nathan Hale

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

TOWANDA BOROUGH 
– The Towanda Fire Depart-
ment has cancelled its 
annual Halloween Parade 
due to the rising cases 
of  COVID-19 in Bradford 
County.

Officials announced the 
cancellation Thursday eve-
ning, saying “we felt we 
needed to take the safety 
of  the community into con-
sideration of  this decision. 
With the increasing rates of  
COVID-19 in our communi-
ty and that of  surrounding 
communities, we did not 
feel we could do the parade 
safely for all involved.”

Facing the inability 
to hold the parade along 
Main Street as it has been 
for many decades due to 
restrictions from the Penn-
sylvania Department of  
Transportation, borough 
offi cials announced in Sep-
tember the parade would 

be held on the Merrill Park-
way instead since it is a 
local roadway and not sub-
ject to state permitting.

It was set to kick off  at 
7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31, 
with the theme “A good old 
fashioned Halloween!”

“We are saddened by 

this decision, but feel this 
is best for the community 
and our way to do our part 
as we don’t want to willing-
ly increase the number of  
cases,” the fi re department 
continued in its statement. 
“We hope you understand 
our decision and hope that 

next year will be differ-
ent and the parade will be 
even bigger and better than 
ever.”

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1628; mhicks@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @
Matt Hicks Daily Review.

Towanda Halloween Parade cancelled

Review File Photo

This year’s Towanda Halloween Parade has been cancelled due to COVID-
19 concerns.

Window painters bring 
the Halloween spirit to 
Towanda Main Street

Review Photo/KELLY ANDRUS

Kylie Ocasio (back) and Jordan King, both 
Towanda juniors, put finishing touches on their 
Halloween window Thursday afternoon on Main 
Street in Towanda. Look for more photos on 
Page A3.

BY BRIANNE 
OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

TOWANDA — While 
porch lights have gone blue 
to honor local police in 
Towanda this week, 9-year-
old Jaelyn Oakley has hon-
ored officers another way 
— through art.

By the time Jaelyn’s 
grandmother Angela Oak-
ley heard about the “Towan-
da Goes Blue” initiative that 
encouraged Towanda res-
idents to use a blue porch 
light from Oct. 11 until 
Oct. 17 to support local law 
enforcement she realized 
there was no way to order a 
bulb through the mail and 
receive it in time.

When Angela approached 
Jaelyn for ideas for anoth-
er way to show gratitude 
to police, Jaelyn decided to 
use chalk to write “Thank 
You” in large letters in front 

of  the Towanda Borough 
Police Station.

Jaelyn explained that she 
has been very encouraged 
in her love of  art by Towan-
da Elementary School art 
teacher Donald Barto and 
was excited to use her gift 
to show appreciation to law 
enforcement.

“It makes me feel awe-
some,” she said, adding 
that she feels it’s import-
ant to thank police offi cers 
because “they’re the reason 
that we’re still alive and not 
struggling.”

Angela stated that with 
“craziness in the world” 
and negative opinions of  
law enforcement being 
made public recently she 
and Jaelyn were proud to 
support those who protect 
them.

“She’s very proud that 
she did it,” Angela said, not-
ing that she is proud of  her 

Art and appreciation; Towanda girl uses 
her talent to thank local police department

Submitted Photo

Jaelyn Oakley wrote “Thank You” in chalk outside 
of the Towanda Borough Police Department on 
Wednesday.

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

Stacy Garrity, Republican nominee for Pennsylva-
nia State Treasurer and Bradford County resident, 

announced Wednesday evening on 
her campaign’s Facebook page that 
she had tested positive for COVID-19.

“Thank God I feel 100% well so 
far and am asymptomatic,” she said 
in the announcement, “but am fol-
lowing CDC guidelines and staying 
home.”

Garrity, a Sayre High School grad-
uate who had risen through the 
ranks at Global Tungsten and Pow-
ders Corp., was getting ready to face 

incumbent Democrat Joe Torsella in November. Tor-
sella wished her a “full and speedy recovery” on Twitter.

According to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Garrity’s 
test was a normal precaution for speakers at a rally for 
President Donald Trump in Johnstown Tuesday.

“I am making sure to reach out to everyone I came in 
contact with recently and urge you to take precautions 
if  we were together recently,” she said. “It’s easy to get 
caught up in campaign life, but the most important 
thing is for everyone to be healthy.”

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1628; mhicks@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @Matt Hicks Daily Review.

Treasurer candidate 
Garrity tests positive 

for COVID-19
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BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

Bradford County has seen 
36 new confi rmed COVID-19 
cases since Tuesday (12 
Wednesday and 24 Thurs-
day), although other statis-
tics – including the num-
ber of  infected at nursing 
homes and personal care 
facilities – have remained 
steady.

Thursday’s statistics 
from the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Health mark 
an increase of  117 positives 
from this time last week 
while the state has recorded 
more than 1,000 new cases 
each day.

Secretary of  Health Dr. 
Rachel Levine said Pennsyl-
vania is starting a fall resur-
gence, but that the state was 
working to expand testing 

and prevent outbreaks as it 
waits for a vaccine.

On Wednesday,  the 
department announced 
Bradford County as one of  
seven counties included in 
an initial distribution of  
250,000 antigen test kids due 
to its high rate of  new cases.

A report published Tues-
day showed Bradford Coun-
ty had the third-highest 
percentage of  new cases, 

at 7.4%, based on data from 
Oct. 2 to Oct. 8.

“Antigen test cards are a 
timely, quick and easy-to-
use tool for communities 
to receive rapid COVID-19 
testing,” Levine said. 
“These test kits, provided 
by the federal government 
and being distributed to 
areas in need by the Wolf  

Bradford County among first counties 
being given new COVID-19 tests 
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