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10396 SR6, Laceyville, PA 18623 • AU-000116L
1-800-364-8392  www.shamrockauctions.com

Live Auctions At Shamrock Auction Gallery

SHAMROCK
AUCTION SERVICES, LLC.

Kellerman Auction Antiques, Boats, Fire wood
Now thru Thurs, Jan 16 @ 6:00 pm

Quality antique furniture, Clean living room furniture, Dining 

room set, Corner cupboard and Much More!

Visit Website for Details:
www.shamrockauctions.net

    Shareholders entitled to opioid distributor’s board records, A7

WRESTLING

Timmy Ward 
excited to be 

back on the mat
B3

NATION

Pot politics: Some 
Northeast states 

regroup on legalization
A3

    Shareholders entitled to opioid distributor’s board records, A7Business:

139
Years of Faithful Service

 www.thedailyreview.com Bradford and Sullivan Counties — Towanda 75 cents

TUESDAY

January 14, 2020

All content copyright 2020
The Daily/Sunday Review

WEATHER DEATHS QUOTE OF THE DAY

Partly sunny then chance of showers
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There are no obituaries in 

today’s edition

Visit www.thedailyreview.com

and click on the

link to Obituaries

for tributes and other features

“If all mankind minus one, were 

of one opinion, and only one 

person were of the contrary 

opinion, mankind would be no 

more justifi ed in silencing that 

one person, than he, if he had 

the power, would be justifi ed in 

silencing mankind.” 

— John Stuart Mill, 

English philosopher 

(1806-1873).

BY COY GOBBLE

Staff Writer

TOWANDA 
BOROUGH — 
The Towanda 
Fire Depart-
m e n t  p r e -
sented three 
awards to two 
deserving fi re-
fighters for 
their work in 
the communi-
ty, fundraising 
and, of  course, 
fi refi ghting 
last week.

Winning the 
award for Fire-
man of  the 
Year was Cal-
vin “Junebug” 
Forrest. 
Forrest first 
joined the fire 
department in 2004 when he was 16 years old as a student at 
Towanda High School.

“It about fl oored me, my wife and daughter were as hap-
py as they could be. It’s an honor,” Junebug said of  when he 
found out he was receiving the award. “I love it, I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world. Just being able to help people when they 
need it the most. Somebody’s house is on fire and they’re los-
ing everything — it’s a thrill to run into a burning house.”

Towanda Fire Chief  Bill Roof  told the Review that 
Junebug “deserved the award” on Monday after years of  
dedicated service.

“He participates in a lot of  our calls, doesn’t hesitate to 
take command. He’s good with younger fi refi ghters.”

Receiving the Gary Bump Award for community relations 
and the Jerry Webster Award for leadership was Jarrett Sheets.

Roof  said that Sheets works well with the crew, shows 
good leadership qualities, and promotes the good will of  
the fire department in the community making him the 
perfect recipient of  the two awards.

Both award winners are from the younger generation 
of  fi refi ghters in Towanda. With older fi refi ghters phas-
ing out of  working age it is going to be the responsibility 
of  the younger generation to carry the torch (or hose) in 
the future. With volunteer numbers dwindling as years go 
on it will be the hard work of  the younger generation that 
carries the department in the future, according to Roof.

“We can depend on them, they’re gung-ho,” Roof  said of  the 
two award winners. “We can count on them for anything, it 
takes the burden off  of  us older guys. I enjoy to see the enthu-
siasm they have for the fire department. That goes for all of  the 
younger members, they’re willing to train a lot, they’re good 
firefighters and I can depend on them to do their jobs well.”

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@thedai-
lyreview.com; Facebook @CoyGobbleDailyReview.
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Shown are the three Towanda fire chiefs with Fireman 
of the Year Calvin “Junebug” Forrest. From left to 
right: Bob Sheets, Joe Shay, Forrest and Bill Roof.

Provided Photo

Towanda Fire Chief Bill Roof presents 
Jarrett Sheets with two awards for his 
service in the Towanda Fire Company.

Firefighter of 
the Year named

TOWANDA FIRE DEPARTMENT

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

ATHENS — A little more than two 
months after Athens Superintendent 
Craig Stage warned that contracted 
substitute service Employment Staff-
ing Solutions had 90 days to improve, 
he said Monday that improvement 
has been taking place.

Stage first brought the issue to 
light during a school board meet-
ing in October, saying the service’s 
“terrible fi ll rate” had left the school 
district in need on several occasions. 
In November, he reported that the 
company was planning to make some 
wholesale changes.

From Sept. 1 to Oct. 31, the school 
district’s fill rate was 56%, he refer-
enced, adding,“Of  908 absences, we 
were only able to fill 512 of  those.” 
The fi ll rate increased by more than 
10% from Nov. 1 to Dec. 20. Since 
the start of  the New Year until last 
Friday, Stage said they fi lled 78% of  
absences, or 113 of  145 absences.

“We started with only two build-
ing-based subs in October. We now 
have eight in place,” Stage continued. 
“ ...We are in the pipeline to hire fi ve 
additional sub teachers and two addi-
tional sub para’s (paraprofessionals) 
by the end of  next week.”

Stage said ESS now has a new team 
to serve the school district’s needs, 

including a dedicated recruiter that 
comes to the district every two weeks, 
an applicant specialist, and new 
regional manager.

“I do think this is a marked 
improvement, we still have a long 
way to go,” said Stage. “I’m very 
thankful that they own that and are 
working very diligently to improve.”

Meanwhile, the school district has 
been doing its part to reduce the need 
for substitutes through a wellness pro-
gram designed to improve the physi-
cal and mental health of  the district’s 
teachers and support staff, Stage noted.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 
1628; mhicks@thedailyreview.com; Face-
book @Matt Hicks Daily Review.

After airing gripes, Athens seeing improvements with sub service
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Athens Superintendent Craig Stage updates the school board on progress with Employment 
Staffing Solutions Monday.

A change for the better

Design of AR-15 could derail charges tied to popular rifle
BY JAKE BLEIBERG 

AND STEFANIE DAZIO 

Associated Press

DALLAS (AP) — A subtle 
design feature of  the AR-15 
rifl e has raised a technical 
legal question that is derail-
ing cases against people 
who are charged with ille-
gally buying and selling the 
gun’s parts or building the 
weapon.

At issue is whether a 
key piece of  one of  Ameri-
ca’s most popular fi rearms 
meets the definition of  a 
gun that prosecutors have 
long relied on.

For decades, the federal 
government has treated a 
mechanism called the low-
er receiver as the essential 
piece of  the semiautomatic 
rifle, which has been used 
in some of  the nation’s 
deadliest mass shootings. 
Prosecutors regularly 
bring charges based on that 
specifi c part.

But some defense attor-
neys have recently argued 
that the part alone does 

not meet the definition 
in the law. Federal law 
enforcement officials, who 
have long been concerned 
about the discrepancy, 
are increasingly worried 
that it could hinder some 
criminal prosecutions and 
undermine firearms regu-
lations nationwide.

“Now the cat is out of  

the bag, so I think you’ll 
see more of  this going on,” 
said Stephen Halbrook, an 
attorney who has written 
books on gun law and his-
tory. “Basically, the govern-
ment has gotten away with 
this for a long time.”

Cases involving lower 
receivers represent a small 
fraction of  the thousands 

of  federal gun charges 
filed each year. But the 
loophole has allowed some 
people accused of  illegally 
selling or possessing the 
parts, including convicted 
felons, to escape prosecu-
tion. The issue also com-
plicates efforts to address 
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