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Chance of rain, then wintry mix
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Lottie Marie Burke Ackley, 86, 

of Ocala, Florida, formerly of 

South Main St., Towanda.

— A8

Visit www.thedailyreview.com

and click on

link to Obituaries

for tributes and other features

“Few people can see ge-

nius in someone who has of-

fended them.” 

— Robertson Davies 
Canadian author

 (1913-1995)

Democrats invite 
Trump to testify

BY JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Democratic House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi invited 
President Donald Trump 
to testify in front of  inves-
tigators in the House 
impeachment inquiry 
ahead of  a week that will 
see several key witnesses 
appear publicly.

Pushing back against 
accusations from the 
president that the process 
has been stacked against 
him, Pelosi said Trump 
is welcome to appear or 
answer questions in writ-
ing, if  he chooses.

“If  he has information 
that is exculpatory, that 
means ex, taking away, 
culpable, blame, then we look forward to seeing it,” she 
said in an interview that aired Sunday on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation.” Trump “could come right before the com-
mittee and talk, speak all the truth that he wants if  he 
wants,” she said.

Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer echoed 
that suggestion.

“If  Donald Trump doesn’t agree with what he’s hear-
ing, doesn’t like what he’s hearing, he shouldn’t tweet. 
He should come to the committee and testify under oath. 
And he should allow all those around him to come to the 
committee and testify under oath,” Schumer told report-
ers. He said the White House’s insistence on blocking 
witnesses from cooperating begs the question: “What is 
he hiding?”

The comments come as the House Intelligence Com-
mittee prepares for a second week of  public hearings 
as part of  its inquiry, including with the man who is 
arguably the most important witness. Gordon Sondland, 
Trump’s ambassador to the European Union, is among 
the only people interviewed to date who had direct 
conversations with the president about the situation 
because the White House has blocked others from coop-
erating with what they dismiss as a sham investigation. 

And testimony suggests he was intimately involved 
in discussions that are at the heart of  the investigation 
into whether Trump held up U.S. military aid to Ukraine 
to try to pressure the county’s president to announce 
an investigation into Democrats, including former Vice 
President Joe Biden, a leading 2020 candidate, and his 
son, Hunter.

Government raises gas 
prices by 50%, Shuts 
down Internet access

BY JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) 
— Iran’s supreme leader on Sunday cau-
tiously backed the government’s decision 
to raise gasoline prices by 50% after days 
of  widespread protests, calling those who 
attacked public property during demon-
strations “thugs” and signaling that a 
potential crackdown loomed.

The government shut down internet 
access across the nation of  80 million peo-
ple to staunch demonstrations that took 
place in a reported 100 cities and towns. 
That made it increasingly difficult to 
gauge whether unrest continued. Images 
published by state and semioffi cial media 
showed the scale of  the damage in images 
of  burned gas stations and banks, torched 

vehicles and roadways littered with debris.
Since the price hike, demonstrators have 

abandoned cars along major highways and 
joined mass protests in the capital, Tehran, 
and elsewhere. Some protests turned vio-
lent, with demonstrators setting fires as 
gunfi re rang out.

It remains to be seen how many people 
were arrested, injured or killed. Videos 
from the protests have shown people grave-
ly wounded.

Iranian authorities on Sunday raised the 
offi cial death toll in the violence to at least 
three. Attackers targeting a police station 
in the western city of  Kermanshah on Sat-
urday killed an offi cer, the state-run IRNA 
news agency reported Sunday. A lawmaker 
said another person was killed in a suburb 
of  Tehran. Earlier, one man was reported 
killed Friday in Sirjan, a city some 800 kilo-
meters (500 miles) southeast of  Tehran.

In an address aired Sunday by state 
television, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said 
“some lost their lives and some places 
were destroyed,” without elaborating. He 
called the protesters “thugs” who had been 
pushed into violence by counterrevolution-
aries and foreign enemies of  Iran.

Khamenei specifically named those 
aligned with the family of  Iran’s late shah, 
ousted 40 years ago, and an exile group 
called the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. The MEK 
calls for the overthrow of  Iran’s govern-
ment and enjoys the support of  President 

Donald Trump’s personal lawyer, Rudy 
Giuliani.

“Setting a bank on fire is not an act 
done by the people. This is what thugs do,” 
Khamenei said.

The supreme leader carefully backed 
the decision of  Iran’s relatively moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani and others to 
raise gasoline prices. While Khamenei dic-
tates the country’s nuclear policy amid ten-
sions with the U.S. over its unraveling 2015 
accord with world powers, he made a point 
to say he wasn’t an “expert” on the gasoline 
subsidies.

Khamenei ordered security forces “to 
implement their tasks” and for Iran’s citi-
zens to keep clear of  violent demonstrators. 
Iran’s Intelligence Ministry said the “key 
perpetrators of  the past two days’ riot have 
been identifi ed and proper action is ongo-
ing.” That seemed to indicate a crackdown 
could be looming. Economic protests in late 
2017 into 2018, as well as those surrounding 
its disputed 2009 presidential election, were 
met with a heavy reaction by the police and 
the Basij, the all-volunteer force of  Iran’s 
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard.

Impeachment Inquiry

AP Photo

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi of Calif., left, and 
Senate Minority Leader 
Sen. Chuck Schumer of 
N.Y., right, listen as they 
wait to speak at an 
event on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Tuesday, 
Nov. 12.
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Iran’s top leader warns ‘thugs’ as protests reach 100 cities

AP Photo

In this picture released by an official 
website of the office of the Iranian 
supreme leader, Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei talks to cler-
ics in his Islamic thoughts class in 
Tehran, Iran, Sunday.
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❑ Offi cial 

stresses 

importance of 

heating 

maintenance 

BY COY GOBBLE
Staff Writer

NEW ALBANY BOR-
OUGH — A New Albany 
family is organizing recov-
ery and fundraising efforts 
after a chimney fire took 
their home last week — a 
home that had been in their 
family for more than 75 
years.

Jacklyn Fitzgerald told 
The Review on Sunday that 
her husband, Craig, was 
home at the time of  the fi re, 
around 1 p.m. on Wednes-
day, with their two toy poo-

dles.
All escaped without inju-

ry, but the fire that started 
in the home’s chimney took 
New Albany fi re crews over 
three hours to knock down 
and claimed all but a few of  
the family’s possessions.

Jacklyn Fitzgerald said 
that she rented the home 
that has been in her family 
since the 1940s when her 
husband’s grandparents 
bought it. “It hasn’t real-
ly hit me,” she said. “We 
moved in 10 years ago when 
my daughter was only a few 
weeks old.”

The home on Main Street 
in New Albany was insured 
by the owner, but the Fitz-
geralds did not have renters 
insurance.

Currently, the family 
of  three is staying in a 
one-bedroom apartment 
that a neighbor rented out 

to them while they search to 
replace all of  their posses-
sions through donations. 

The family has set up a 
GoFundMe page at www.
gofundme.com/f/2ya-
qa8-fi re-recovery? . 

The Red Cross and Sal-
vation Army also aided in 
recovery efforts.

The family is in search 
of  a home to rent in the 
Wyalusing School District.

—

Err on the side of 

caution when it comes 

to heating sources

Towanda Fire Chief  Bill 
Roof  told The Review on 
Sunday that it is typical 
during the fi rst cold snap of  
the year for a spike in home 
fi res, but this year has been 
especially busy in the past 
three weeks.

Recently there have been 
multiple fires that have 
claimed homes with the 
source of  many of  the fi res 
tied to heating units. 

Last week in Monroe 
Township a home of  10 peo-
ple burned down from a fi re 
that began in the basement 
near the wood stove, and in 
October a mobile home in 
Towanda Township explod-
ed from a propane leak.

Roof  said it is imperative 
that people maintain their 
heating equipment in their 
homes, especially before the 
cold season sets in. 

He said that people 
should always err on the 
side of  caution.

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @
CoyGobbleDailyReview.

Fire destroys family home

Submitted Photo

This was the scene of a fire on Main Street in New Albany on Wednesday.
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