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“All you need is love. But a 

little chocolate now and then 

doesn’t hurt.”

Charles M. Schulz

BY SARAH RAFACZ

Spotlight PA State College

A version of this story 
first appeared in Talk of the 
Town, a weekly newsletter 
by Spotlight PA’s State Col-
lege regional bureau fea-
turing the most important 
news and happenings in 
north-central Pennsylvania. 
Sign up for free here.

STATE COLLEGE — 
On March 20, 2019, a State 
College police officer shot 
and killed Osaze Osagie, a 
29-year-old Black man expe-
riencing a mental health 
crisis.

The shooting marked the 
first time in State College 
Police Department his-
tory that an officer killed 
someone. The community 
responded with outrage, 
sparking a series of  fol-
low-up actions by the State 
College Borough Council. 
One was to establish the 

Community Oversight 
Board, a group of  civilians 
tasked with oversight of  the 
police.

“The formation of  the 
Independent Community 
Police Oversight Board is a 
necessary step in reframing 
the relationship that the res-
idents of  State College have 
with the police,” according 
to the ordinance passed by 
borough council in August 
2021.

The Community Over-
sight Board was given the 
authority to implement a 
civilian complaint process, 
through which it could 
“receive, process, and inves-
tigate complaints about the 
(police department) from 
members of  the communi-
ty.”

On Nov. 10, the board 

4 things to know about State College’s new police complaint process

Centre Daily Times/ABBY DREY

State College’s new civilian complaint process, scheduled to go live in January, was prompted by 
outrage following the March 2019 police killing of Osaze Osagie.

BY THE REVIEW

ORWELL — An organi-
zation dedicated to helping 
out regional students con-
ducted a recent fundrais-
er that contributed to its 
efforts.

The Northeast Bradford 
Education Foundation held 
its sixth annual Hurley’s 
Supermarket Sweep to sup-
port its students within its 
school district. Overall, the 
annual festivities were able 
to raise $1,117 through com-
munity support.

NEB Foundation Trust-
ees and school district staff  
sold tickets for the occasion. 
The winning tickets were 
drawn at the NTL Cross 

NEB Foundation holds sixth 
annual Hurley’s fundraiser
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The Northeast Bradford Education Foundation 
held its sixth annual Hurley’s Supermarket Sweep 
this year. Pictured from left: NEBEF trustees Jenn 
Schultz and Martha Young, prize winners Twyla 
Wickwire and Danielle Russell, and Nick Hurley, 
owner of Hurley’s Fresh Market.

BY PHILIP O’DELL

Staff Writer

TOWANDA — A local 
borough is seeing the final 
stages of  a major construc-
tion project to its streets and 
water lines.

Officials and engineers 
held a final walkthrough 
of  the Monroeton water 
main replacement project 
last Thursday, according to 
Towanda Borough Manager 
Lauren Hotaling. She made 
the announcement during 
the Towanda Municipal 
Authority’s Monday meet-
ing.

“They actually walked 
the entire length of  the 
project to see everything 

Monroeton main replacement 
project sees final walkthrough
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Towanda Municipal Authority members discussed 
the final stages of the Monroeton water main 
replacement project during their Monday meet-
ing.

See LINES Page A9

BY PHILIP O’DELL

Staff Writer

TOWANDA — The rising costs of  everyday items has 
hit everyone’s wallets this year. One specifi c group of  con-
tractors is seeking reimbursement to cover the extra costs 
that have effected their line of  work.

School bus contractors for the Towanda Area School 
District are seeking a pay increase due to rising fuel costs. 
School bus contractor, Heather Pepper spoke on behalf  of  
her fellow contractors at Monday’s school board meeting 
to address the need.

The board was preparing to vote on a proposal to 
increase payment to bus and van transportation contrac-
tors by 1 percent for the 2022-2023 school year only. Pepper 
stated that although the proposal was thoughtful, it is still 
too low to offset costs they must cover.

“In these unprecedented times of  rising costs, we are 
requesting assistance and fuel reimbursement be added to 
our contracts,” Pepper said.

She stated that fuel costs at the beginning of  2021 was 
around $3.25 per gallon, and that one bus uses an average 
of  60 gallons of  fuel each week. That makes a total fuel cost 
of  around $195 per week. Pepper stated that today’s cost is 

$5.50 per gallon, which means there is now an increase of  
$135 per week per bus. Instead of  $195, it is now roughly 
$330 per week.

“In August, we were approved a $3 per hour wage 
increase. While that is appreciated, the reality is we went 
from $7.15 per hour to $10 per hour,” Pepper said. “This is 
still well below the starting wage of  $17 to $19 hourly rate 
for a teacher’s aide to come to work in our district.”

She stated that contractors must pay for a series of  obli-
gations such as driver wages, drug screening programs, 
licensing, annual medical exams, driver recertification 
costs, insurances and tires.

“In early in 2021, we could buy an axel of  tires for about 
$1,200. Our costs now are approaching $2,000,” she said. “A 
one percent reimbursement would give us $5.40 towards 
our $540 in increased fuel costs, which means at that rate 
it is paying for one gallon of  fuel used for the entire month. 
On a bigger scale, we as contractors with multiple buses 
purchase at least 1,000 gallons of  fuel per month, which 
now costs $5,500. The one percent reimbursement would 
cover $55. Paying for 10 gallons of  fuel out of  the 1,000 gal-
lons we are using to transport our students.”

Towanda bus contractors seek pay increase due to rising costs
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School bus contractor, Heather Pepper spoke on 
behalf of her fellow contractors at the Monday 
meeting of the Towanda school board.
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