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“Life would be tragic if it weren’t 
funny.” 

— Stephen Hawking

Home destroyed

Submitted Photo/WETM-TV

Some animals perished in a structure fire Friday afternoon along Covered Bridge Road in Ulster Township, 
a family member told WETM-TV at the scene. WETM reported that four dogs lived at the home and 
although two made it out, they had to be put down for their injuries. The call for the fire went out around 
2 p.m. Friday. A family member attributed the cause of the fire to a power strip, according to WETM.

Ulster fi re claims animals, family says

Pennsylvania Supreme Court tosses challenge to eviction ban
BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM 

Associated Press

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
on Friday dismissed a challenge to 
the governor’s statewide moratorium 
on foreclosures and evictions, leaving 
in place an order that shields renters 
from losing their homes for failing to 
pay rent during the pandemic.

Two months after agreeing to 
decide the issue, the state’s high court, 
without explanation, abruptly dis-
missed a lawsuit fi led by the Pennsyl-
vania Residential Owners Association 
and individual landlords that chal-
lenged Gov. Tom Wolf’s constitutional 
authority to prevent evictions of  non-
paying tenants.

Housing advocates expressed relief, 
landlords frustration, while a dis-
senting justice had harsh words for 
the majority, which said in Friday’s 
unsigned, one-line ruling that the 
court had made a mistake by accept-
ing the case in the fi rst place.

“The Governor took precipitous 
action that has impaired the busi-
ness interests and property rights” of  
thousands of  landlords, wrote Justice 
David Wecht, a Democrat, adding the 
court should have decided whether 
Wolf  was within his rights to do so.

Landlords “deserve more. Tenants 
suffering economic hardship in a state 
of  enduring confusion deserve more. 
The Pennsylvania bench and bar, and 
the Governor himself, deserve more,” 
wrote Wecht.

Like many Democratic and Repub-
lican governors and local officials 
around the U.S., Wolf, a Democrat, 
imposed a moratorium on foreclo-
sures and evictions to prevent people 
from losing their homes in the midst 
of  the virus outbreak and wide-
spread joblessness. The state’s mor-
atorium was recently extended to 
Aug. 31, though advocates are push-
ing him to make it indefi nite.

“During this pandemic, staying in 
our homes is lifesaving,” said Patty 
Torres, organizing director for Make 
the Road Pennsylvania, an advoca-
cy group for Hispanic immigrants. 
“With this lawsuit now put to rest, 
it’s time for Governor Wolf  to extend 
the eviction moratorium indefi nitely 
and make sure that we can all be safe 
and healthy in our homes.”

Landlords had been waging a 
legal fight against the moratori-
um, saying they are hard-pressed 
to keep up with taxes, insurance, 
utilities, maintenance and mort-
gage payments without the ability 
to enforce lease agreements.

The Pennsylvania Residential Own-

ers Association said it was frustrated 
and disappointed by the Supreme 
Court’s refusal to issue a ruling.

“It appears to me that they do not 
want to deal with it. They do not want 
to do something that is in opposition 
to Gov. Wolf ’s decision,” said the 
group’s executive director, Rita Dalla-
go.

For landlords, she said, “if  this con-
tinues, their business will collapse. 
Without income, these people will be 
out of  business ... They’re going to 
lose those properties. then we’re look-
ing at a bigger issue. We’re looking at 
tenants without a place to live.”

Jacqueline Dormer/THE REPUBLICAN-HERALD VIA AP

Dave Sattizahn, president of the Schuylkill County Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association, right, announces the cancellation of the 
66th annual Schuylkill County Firemen’s Convention as Joseph 
Gilbert Jr., fire chief of the Ringtown Valley Fire and Rescue 
Company, left, and Capt. Mariana Gorski-Gilbert, the chairperson 
of the firemen’s convention, center, react during a press confer-
ence at the station in Ringtown, Pa., on Thursday, July 30. The 
convention was canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic. The 
fire company was the host of the convention this year.
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BY BRIANNE OSTRANDER
Staff Writer

The last week of  July, the usual week of  the Troy Fair, 
is the biggest week of  the year for many local youth who 
show livestock.

While the fair was cancelled this year due to COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related government restrictions and there’s no 
whipping rides or whimsical entertainment to be found, mul-
tiple local agriculture arenas were still lit up with the smiling 
faces of  students leading goats, cattle, sheep and more.

When 4-H, the youth organization through which 
Troy Fair youth agriculture shows are generally host-
ed, cancelled all 2020 events statewide due to COVID-19, 
Bradford County community members joined together 
to give young participants the opportunity to compete 
with and sell the animals they have worked throughout 
the year to raise and train.

On Monday and Tuesday breeding livestock par-
ticipants gathered at New Hope Training and Sales in 
Columbia Cross Roads to take their animals to the ring.

Crowds were far smaller than they would have been at 
the Troy Fair, Brenda Elsbree, an organizer stated, but 
youth were still able to compete with their animals and 
hear from judges on how to best prepare for next year.

“It’s really important to kids’ self  esteem, they have 
worked so hard,” said Elsbree. “Some of  the kids, this 
might be the only thing that they have that makes them 
feel important is raising their animal, they’ve been 
responsible for it and when the fair was cancelled it was 
such a let down. They’ve been building and building and 
working so hard with some of  these animals.”

Elsbree told that the Bradford County Open Youth 
Breeding shows were funded completely by community 
sponsors, who donated everything from the facility the 
shows were held in, to the prizes winning participants 
were awarded.

“It’s just a very important thing, kids and animal rela-
tionships, it gives them such a good feeling,” Elsbree 
commented. “It was kind of  a let down for themselves 
and their animal too (when the fair was cancelled), they 
felt like they were letting their animals down so this is 
a way for them to get a little bit of  that back, the excite-
ment came back.”

Across the county, market animals took center stage 
on Thursday and Friday when the Bradford Coun-
ty Open Youth Livestock Exposition was held at the 
Wyalusing Livestock Market and Auction in Rome.

Again, Bradford County community members partnered 
to fund the event, that would usually take place during the 
fair, to ensure young agriculture participants did not miss a 
year of  taking part in the shows they love or miss out on the 
money brought in from selling their livestock.

Community rallies 
to support local 
youth livestock 

competitors

Submitted Photo

Austin Conklin won Reserve Champion at the 
Bradford County Open Youth Breeding Rabbit 
Show with his Mini Rex rabbit and Grand 
Champion was award to Katie Graham and her 
Holland Lop rabbit.
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